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QHRISTIAN® brrrleE 


AGAINST EE 


FEARS OF DEATH: 


ET. TH — 
Directions how to dic well. 


Written originally in French; by 


CHARLES DRELINCOURT. 
Hes from the laſt French 3 * fs 


1: MILLBANK, M. A. 


To which i is is prefixed, , 


An Account of Mrs Vsar' 8 APPARITION 
to Mrs BARGRAVE, 5. 1. 
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Frinted ſor J. Davipsox in the Strand, 174. 
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CHAP; I. Eath is truly the King of Terrors to thoſe 


who have no hope in God, 


| CHAP, II. All the Heathen Philoſophy affords-no true 
or ſolid Comfort againſt the Terrors of Death. 


CHAP, UT. We. are. to encounter ſeveral Kinds: of 
Death. D 


: CHAP. Tv. "Daw Lord jeſüs chriſt hath 0 PY 


from eternal Death, and —— e us from 
Spiritual. 


CHAP; v. Why we are ſabject to temporal Death and 
| how we come off Conquerors through Chriſt, 


CHAP. VI. Whence tae Terrors of Death proceed... 


| "Ha againſt the. Terrors of Death. : 
- CHAP: vn. Firſt Remedy. Think of it aſton... 
CHAP, VIII. Second Remedy, Expect it every Hor. 


EHAP, IX. Third Remedy. Conſider that the Time and- 
Manner of our Death are in God's Hand, 


CHAP, X. Fourth. Remedy, ' Diſengage mo Heart from | 


the World. 


.CHAP. XI. Fifth FAO Forſake vice: and apply 


yourſelf to the Practice of true Holineſs. 


CHAP. XII. Sixth Remedy. * on Divine Provideuge. ? 
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Comfort Chi the Terrore of Death. 


HAP. XIII. Fich confort. God will not forfake us 
in our Afflictions. | 


CHAP. XIV. Second Comfert. Conſider God is a kind 


Father, and depend upon his inhnite Mercy. 8 


CHAP. XV. Third Comfort. Let a Senſe of the Death 
and Paſſion of our Lord Jefus Chriſt be continuall 
upon your Mind, and rely on che Merits of his Suf- 
ferings. 


: ' CHAP. XVI. Fourth — Chriſt in the 8 


. CHAP. XxvII. F ifth Coopfort. Ree riſen from * 
Dead. 


CHAP. xvIII. Sirch e Chriſt 3 up in- 
to Heaven, and ſitting at the right Hand of Gd. 


CHAP. XIX. Seventh Comfort. Our ſtrict and r % 
rable Union with Jeſus Chrift by the Holy Ghoſt, and. 
the firſt Fruits of our bleſſed Immortality, 1 


char. XX. Eighth mfort. Death 1 us from | 


the reigning. Evils to which we are Hades in this 
World. 


CHAP. XX1. "Ninth comfort. "Bak fets on at large 
from Sin, which we ſee reigning in the World, ans 
from the remains of our Corruption, 


CHAP. XX11. Tenth Comfort. The Glory 100 A 
pineſs of our Souls at their Departure out of the Body. : 


' CHAP. XXIN. Eleventh Comfort, The glorious B Re- 
| ſurrection of our Bodies. : 


CHAP. XXIV. Twelfth "Sins a The Bend n of 
Death, and the eternal and moſt bi ſſed Life which 


we ſhall enjoy both. i in —_ 1 . * 5 Re- | 


ſurrection. 
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7 IHE Subject here treated of being of 


Univerſal Uſe, and what our. 1 I 


- Intereſt is concerned in, ?tis but rea- 


ſonable that ſuch important Treatiſes 

ſhould be reduced into a narrow Compaſs, and 

made an eaſy Purchaſe, that ſo the Advantages of 
'em may be as extenſive as their Ule. 

Tis with this View that the preſent Tract is 

ſent into the World. The great DRELINcOURT 


was too conſiderable an Author, and this Subject 


in particular of too weighty a Concern not to be 
accommodated to the Circumſtances of All: The 
numerous Impreſſions of it in Germany, France, 
Holland, and in almoſt all the Countries where the 


Reformed Religion is profeſs'd, together with the 


many Tranſlations of it into other Languages, do 


abundantly evidence the great Eſteem in which 


this Work haz been Abroad, and the numerous 
Editions of the En g liſh T ranſlation of it, ſuffici- 
ently ſhew how well it has been received here. 


The Reader can't reaſonably deſire a greater Com- 


mendation of the Book; but as tis likely he'll ex- 


pet to find the Account of Mrs. Yea”s Appariti- 


on to Mrs. Bargrave prefixed to this as well as to 
the larger Tranſlation; the Publiſher has thought 


fit to inſert the Subſtance of it here, as it was not 


long ſince related by Mrs. Bargrave herſelf, to a 
Clergyman of her Acquaintance, 
Mrs Veal was a maiden Gentlewoman of 1 


8 oy Trace of Age, ; had deen EP | 


th. "I 
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acquainted with Mrs. Bargrave from her Child- 
hood. They happened both to labour under much 


the ſame Afflictions, but with this Difference, that | 


Mrs. Bargrave was in a Condition to afford Mrs, 
- Feal ſome Aſſiſtance, which ſhe had ſometimes the 


Misfortune to ſtand in need of; and *rwas uſual 


with Mrs, Veal to tell Mrs. Bargrave, that ſhe was 
not only the beſt, but indeed the only Friend ſhe 


had in the World; and that no Circumſtances of 
Life ſhould ever diſſolve their F riendſhip. They 


frequently read good Books together, and. parti- 
cularly DRELINcouRT upon Death, and uſed to 
condole each others Misfortunes, and as became 
pious Friends, mutually comforted one another. 


Mrs. Veal, in ſeveral of her laſt Years, was 


mightily troubled with Fits, the Approaches where- 


of were preceived by her running abruptly from 


her Diſcourſe into fome Impertinence. 


A great Change had happened in the Circum- 


ſtances of theſe two Friends, and their Friendſhip 
had ſuffered by the Change. Mrs. Bargrave's 
Circumſtances were become much worſe than for- 
merly, and Mrs. Veal's much better, by her 


Brother's Prometion to a Place in the Cuſtom- 
Houſe at Dover, with whom ſhe lived there, to 
take the Care of his Houſe, and ſo far forgot her 


old Friendſhip, that Mrs Bargrave had not ſeen 


her in two Years and a half, Mrs. Bargrave had 


been indeed abſent from Dover above half the 


Time, and had lived in a Houſe of her own at 
Canterbury, about two Months before the Date 


of the enfuing Account. 


On the 8th of September, 170 5. Mrs. Bargrave 
Was fitting alone in this Houſe in the Forenoon: 


And as the Affliction ſhe was then under had given 


JJ ²˙ͤA J. ent. ils osnwoe orc 41 = wr, tr 8 


PR E F A c E. in 
her Occaſion to recollect the many Misfortunes of 
her Life, ſhe had been reaſoning herſelf into a 


due Reſignation to Providence, comforting her- 


ſelf with the Affurance that her Afflictions ſhould 
end when God ſaw it molt fit for her, and juſt 


took up her Work, when ſhe heard a Knocking at 


the Door: She went to ſee who was there, and 
found her old Friend Mrs. Veal in a travelling 


| Dreſs. That Minute the Clock ſtruck 12 at 
Noon. 


| _ telling her ſhe was glad to ſee her, offered to 


ſalute her, which Mrs. Veal di& not ſeem to re-. 


fuſe till their Lips almoſt touched, but then draw- 
ing her Hand croſs her Eyes, ſhe faid, I an't 


very well, and ſo waved it. Mrs. Bargrave went 
with her into another Room, and Mrs, Veal ſat 


down in an. Elbow Chair, out of which Mrs. Bar- 


grave roſe to. go to the Door: She told Mrs. Bar- 


grave ſhe was going a Journey, and had a great 


Mind to ſee her firit. Mrs. Bargrave told her, 
She was amazed to ſee her come alone. O, ſays Mrs. 
Veal, I gave them the Slip, and came away, becauſe 


1 had a great Mind to ſee you before 1 took my 
Journey. As it was viſible that Mrs. Bargrave had 


been weeping, Mrs. Veal aſk'd her the Reaſon: 


of it, which Mrs, Bargrave told her, and. faid ſhe 


thought God had ſet her (like Job) as a Mark 
for all. Manner of Afflictions. Now, ſay Mrs. 


Veal, I mult talk to you juſt as you uſed to talk to 
me, and reminding her ot the pious Converſation 
wherewich they had formerly comforted each, o- 
ther in the Time of their Adverſity ; LI can never 


bees (Laid he; ) that "oy will ſuffer 105 to ſpegd. 


2. 


Madam, fays Mrs. Bargrave, I am ſarprized 
to ſee you, you have been ſo long a Stranger; 


N 
| 
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all your Days in this afflicted State; no, be aſſured 


that your Afflictions ſhall leave you, or you leave | 


them, in a ſhort Time. Dear Mrs. Bargrave, if 


the Eyes of our Faith were as open as the Eyes 
of our Body, we ſhould ſee Numbers of Angels a- 


bout us for our Guard: We ought therefore to be 
comforted under our Afflictions, and to believe 
that the Almighty has ſo particular a Regard to 
us, that he will not ſuffer the Spirit to fail before 


bim, and the Souls which he has made. Our 


Afflictions, are oftentimes Marks of Ged's Fa- 
your : God has promiſed that he will reſtore Com- 


fort to his Mourners. The Notions we have of 
Heaven now, are vaſtly ſhort of what it really is; 


One Minute of future Happineſs will infinitely re- 


ward us for all our Sufferings; but you muſt tho» 
roughly believe it, you muſt thoroughly believe it: 
She repeated it, clapping her Hand upon her Knee 


with great Earneſtneſs, which indeed appeared in 


her whole Diſcourſe. Mrs. Bargrave, uneaſy to 
think ſhe doubted of her believing, riſes from her 


Chair, and happening to.throw down DRELIN- 


'CouRT's Book from a Shelf that was near her, ſhe 


immediately takes it up, and ſays, Mrs, Veal, 


here is a Book you and! have often read together. 
What Book ? ſays Mrs. Veal. DRELINcouRT 


upon Death, ſays Mrs. Bargrave. DRELINcOURT, 
fays Mrs. Veal, ſeems to me to have the cleareſt 


Notions of another Life of any Book I ever read 


upon the Subject. She mentioned Dr. Sherlock 
upon Death, and two Dutch Books .upon the 


lame Subject, that had been tranſlated; but ſtill 


ſopke of DRELINcoURT's as the Book from 
Which the had received moſt Comfort. 


As they were ſpeaking of ſeveral other Books 
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they had read, Mrs. Bargrave took Occaſion to 
mention Dr Hornect*s Happy Aſcetick, at the End 
of which there's an Account of the Lives of the 
primitive Chriſtians: and ſaid, Their Converſa- 

(tion was not like that of our Age, For now 
© ({ays ſhe) there is nothing but frothy vain Diſ- 
* courſe, which is very different from theirs, 
© Theirs was to Edification, and to build one an- 
other up in Faith; ſo that they were not as we 
bare, nor are we as they were: But (ſays ne) 

we might do as they did. There was a hearty 
« Friendſhip among them; but where is it now to 
« be found? Mrs. Veal anfwered, *FTis hard in- 
deed to find a true Friend in theſe Days. Ma- 
dam, ſays Mrs. Bargrave, every Body is a 
Friend to the Rich, fo that you have no Reaſon 
to complain. Now, ſays Mrs. Veal, pray Mrs. 
Bargrave, what did you think of my Friendſhip —_Þ 
for j have been very ungrateful to you; can you 
forgive me? O, ſay Mrs, Bargrave, don't mention i 
* ſuch a thing, I have not had an uneaſy Thought 1 
about it; I can eaſily forgive it: But what 
makes you think of that now ?? Really, ſays 
Mrs. Veal, I never thought of it as 1 ought, till 
juſt before I came away: But what did you think 
of me? I thought (ſays Mrs. Bargrave) you 
* were like the Reit of the World, and that Prot- 

perity had made you forget yourſelf and 6 

Then Mrs. Veal took notice of the many friend- 

ly. Offices Mrs. Bargrave had done her in former 
Days. Now you ſpeak of Friendſhip, (ſays 
Mrs. Bargrave) pray have you ſeen Mr, Norris's 

Copy ot Veries called Friendihip in Perfection?“ 

3 Mrs. Veal antwered, 1 have ſeen his Letters, but 

not his Poems? have * the Book ? No, fays Ale, 
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Bargrave, but 1 have the Verſes of my e own Writ- 


Siſter and Brother-in-Law were juſt come down 
from London to ſee her: Mr. Bargrave ſaid, + 
© How came you to order Matters fo ſtrangely ? 
She anſwerd, It could not be helped. Mrs. Bar- 
grave aſked her, if ſhe would drink ſome Tea? lays 
_ Ars, Veal, 1 don't care it I do: but ſpeaking as if 
ſhe thought her tea Equipage was deſtroy'd, ſays 
Mrs. Bargrave, I'll get ſomething to drink it in 
for all chat;” Then Mrs. Veal declined it, ſay- 
_ 18g, Tis no Matter, let it alone. She often drew 
her Hand over her Eyes, ſaying, Mrs. Bargrave, 
| don't you think I am mightily impaired by my 
| Fits? No, fays Mrs. Bargrave, I think you look 
as well as ever I knew you. 
After this, ſhe deſired Mrs. ane to write 
a Letter to her Brother, and tell him, ſhe would 
have him give Rings to ſuch and ſuch; and that 
out of a Purſe of Gold that was in her Cabinet, 
the would have two Broad-pieces given to her 
"Couſin Watſon. Mrs. Bargrave thinking this very 
_ rambling Diſcourſe, concluded that her Fits were 
- Eaming upon her, and therefore placed herſelf in 
2 Chair juſt before her Knees, to prevent her fall- 


wg to the Ground: The - Elbow-Chair the 


th 

ing out. Have you, ſays Mrs. Veal, then fetch th 
'em: which ſhe did from above Stairs, and oftered C 
the Paper to Mrs. Veal to read, who refuſed it, 6 
ſaying. No, 'tis your own Scrawl, do you read it. b 
Mrs. Bargrave read the Poem; and the Word F 
Elyſium occurring twice in it, Ah! ſays Mrs. Veal, | h 
theſe Poets have ſuch Names for Heaven! Aas ñ v» 
they were ſpeaking in the Praiſe of Friendſhip, | ' 
Mrs. Veal faid, Near Mrs. Bargrave, I ſhall love RF ©*© 
you for ever. She told Mrs. Bargrave that her 


ay” —— 
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thiakiug to divert Mrs Veal, the commended her 
Gown, taking hold of the Sleeve. Mrs, Veal told: 

| her it was a ſcowered Silk, and newly made up: 
but ſtill perſiſted in her Requeſt, and told Mrs. 


Bargrave ſhe muſt not deny her; and ſhe would 


have her tell ber Brother all their Con ver ſauon, 
when ſhe had an Opportunity. Dear Mrs. Veal, 
* ſays Mrs, Bargrave, this ſeems fo impertinent, 
that 1 cannot tell how to comply with it: And: 


what a mortifying Story will our Converſation. | 
Ide to young Gentleman? methinks 'tis much. 


* better to do it yourſelf,” No, ſays Mrs. Veal, 
_ tho! it ſeems impertinent to you now, you will ſee 
Reaſon for it hereafrer. Then Mrs. Bargrave, 
yielding to her Importunity, was going to fetch a 
Pen and Ink: but Mrs. Veal ſaid, Let it alone 
now, and do it when I am gone; but you mult be 
ſure to do it. This was one of the laſt Things ſhe 
deſired; which Mrs Bargrave promiſed to do. 
Then Mrs. Veal aſking for Mrs Bargrave's 


Daughter; She is not at home, ſays Mrs. Bargrave, 


but if you have a Mind to ſee her, Fil ſend 
« for her ;* Do, ſays Mrs. Veal. Mrs, Bargrave: 
then went to a Neighbour's to fend for her; 
and when ſhe came back, ſhe found Mrs. Veal: 


ſtanding in the Street juſt without the Door, in 


the Face of the Beaſt Market (and being Saturday, 
 *twas Market-day) and aſked her, Why ſhe was in 


ſuch haſte ? She ſaid, the muſt be going; tho? 


perhaps ſhe might not go her Journey till Man- 


day: She told Mrs. Bargrave, ihe hoped the ſhould 
fee her again at her Couſin Watſon's before ſhe. 


Went, and then ſaid ſhe would take her leave of 


her, and walked off; Mrs, Bargrave looking after 


vit 
thought would ſecure her on either Side. Then 
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her, till a Turning made it impracticable. It was 
then about three Quarters paſt One a Clock Wer 
Noon. 

Mrs. Veal died of her Fits September the 7th, 


about T'welve a clock at Noon, having been de- 
prived of her Senſes for a conſiderable while, ex- 


cept a Jucid Interval of four Hours before her 
Death, in which Time ſhe received the Holy 
Sacrament. 

The Day after dts Veal's Appearing, being 


Sunday, Mrs. Bargrave was ſo indiipoſed that the 


could not go out; but on Monday fent to Capt. 


Watſon's to know if Mrs. Veal was there? They 


ſent Word that ſhe neither was nor was expected: 
Mrs Bargrave, concluding the Maid had miil ook the 


Name, or made ſome Blunder; ill as ſhe was, ſne 


put on her Hood, and went herfelf to fee if Mrs, 


Veal was there or not: I hey told her they wonder'd 
at her aſking! for ſhe had not been in the Town; 
they were ſure if the had; ſhe' would have been 


there. Says Mrs. Bargrave, * I am lure the was 
with me on Saturday almoit two Hours. TI hey 


ſaid it was impoflible; for they mult have ſeen her 
if ſhe had. Capt. Watſon comes in, in the mean 
Time, and tells em that Mrs. Veal is dead, and her 
Eſcutcheons were making. I his ſtrangely ſun- 


prized Mrs. Bargrave, who immediately went to 
enquire, and found it true: She then told the 
whole Story to Capt. Watſon's Family, and what 
Gown ſhe had on, how (tripped, and that Mrs. 


Veal told her, it was ſcower'd. Mrs. Watſon then 


cry'd, You have ſeen. her indeed; for none but 
Mrs. Veal, and my ſelf knew that the Gown was 


ſcowered. And Mrs. Watſon ovyned the deſcribed 
the Gown exactly; 5 105 laid lac, - * her to 


make it up. 
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3 . l 


CCC ix 
Had not the thing come to light by this Acci- 
dent, Mrs. Bargrave has often ſaid, it ſhould ne- 
ver have been made publick : But Mrs. Watſon 
preſently blaz'd it all about the Town, and vouch» 
ed the Certainty of Mrs, Bargrave's having ſeen 
Mrs. VeaPs Apparition; which brought ſuch 
_ Crowds of Gentlemen and Perſons of Quality, of 
the judicious and-inquiſitive Part of Mankind, to 
Mrs. Bargrave's Houſe to have the Account from 
her own Mouth (who in general appeared ex- 
tremely well ſatisfied of the Truth of it) that ſhe 
was at laſt obliged to go out of the way, to avoid 
further Trouble and Fatigue, 
| Mrs. Bargrave does not pretend to remember 
all that paſſed betwixt her and the Apparition; or 
to repeat it juſt in the very ſame Terms; and in- 
deed it can't be expected that a Converſation of 
an Hour and three Quarters ſhould be ſo exactly 
retained : But ſhe thinks ſhe can very well anſwer 
for the main Subſtance of it, and for many of the 
Expreſhons. „„ 5 
*Tis certain, that Mrs Veal's Siſter and Bro- 
ther- in- Law, went down to Dover to ſee her, and 
entered the Town juſt as ſhe was expiring. 
The Circumſtance of old Mr. Berton's allow- 
ing Mrs, Veal ten Pounds per Annum (which had. 
been an eternal Secret to Mrs. Bargrave but for 
the Apparicion's Diſcovery) ſeeming to relate 
ſolely to the Proof of Mrs. Bargrave's having 
really ſeen Mrs. Veal, was not thought neceſſary 
to be inſerted in the Body of this account; bes. 


auſe Mrs Bargrave's known Probity, the Chear- 
$alnefs ot her 1 emper, vilible even in her greateſt _ 
I ryals, the Diſintereſtedneſs of her Conduct upon 
this Occaſion, and the Exactneſs of every Circum- 


7 , 


ſſtance of this Relation (all which you need not 
doubt were thoroughly ſifted have long ſince put 
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an end tothe little Arts, which were uſed by 
fome who were ſilly enough to think themſelves 
concerned to endeavour, by all or any Means, to 


prevent the Spreading of it. | 
Mt Bargrave found no Difference in the Ap- 


= arition's Converſation from what was uſual with 
1 


Mrs. Veal, except the Earneſtnefsin telling her, 
ſhe mult thoroughly believe; nor does the appre- 


hend that any Difference of Sentiments was in- 
tended, which ſeem to be confirmed by the man- 
ner of appearing, and the Circumſtances of Time 


and Place; which were thought to imply a Deſign 


that Mrs. Bargrave ſhould not be frighted : Upon 


this Suppoſition, twas a ridiculous Weakneſs that 


made ſome Perſons take conſiderable Pains to per- 
ſuade Mrs. Bargrave to conceal what the Appa- 


Tition ſaid againſt the crying Enormities-of Party- 
Zeal: But it muſt be aſcribed to a much worſe 
Cauſe, if they did, not admit the Suppoſition ; 
which being allowed here, tis not neceſlary to in- 


large on that Topick. 

Tis ſuppoſed the other Circumſtances which 
*twas morally impoſhble Mrs. Bargrave ſhould 
have known beforehand, and which yet proved 
true in Fact, were intended only to demonſtrate 


the Truth of the Apparition, as to ſatisfy the 
World of the Reality of what Mrs. Bargrave had 


ſeen and heard, and to ſecure her Reputation with 
the reaſonable and underitauding Part of Man- 
kind: They were of too trifling a Nature to. be 
conſidered as any Part of the main Deſign of Mrs. 


Veal's Appearing, which is 9 to conſiſt in 


thele rwo I hings, vi. 


* 


PREFACE. xi 


1. To acknowledge her Ingratitude to Mrs. Bar- 
grave, and alk her Forgiveneſs for the Violation 
of their Friendſhip. And 

2. To comfort Mrs. Bargrave in her Afflictions, 
and to encourage her, by the ſame pious Motives 
which ſhe had formerly applied to Mrs Veal, to 
bear her Trials with her uſual Reſignation and © 
Chearfulneſs. 


Several conſiderable Miſtakes, which have paſſ- 

e in all Editions of the former Relation of "This 
Matter, are carefully corrected in this Account, 
And 'tis hoped the Reader will abate nothing of 
the good Opinion he had of Drelincourt's Book, 
for being honeſtly told how very accidentally ir 
came to be one of the Subjects of the * 8 


Diſcourſe. . 
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CHAPTER I. 


That there i is nothing more - dreadful than Death 
1 ſuch a as have uo Hope in God. 


kt N Inſp ed Pen ſtiles Death very 
# ee e The King of Ter. 
rors: that is, the moſt terrible of 
* 2 Things. For tis poſſible to 
decline dene ce edge of a drawn Sword, or a- 
void a Lion's. Fury, &c. But when Death 


ſhoots its puiſoned Arrows, there is no ſtra- 


tagem that can retard but for a Moment the 
Approaches of this laſt Enemy. In brief, Na- 


ture and Art can furniſh us with nothing able 


to protect us from Death's cruel and iat. 
ble Hands. 


J here are none ſo barbarous, bar are 
ſometimes overcome by a, Suppliant's Pray- 


ers and Tears: nay, even the weakeſt Age and 
Sex. But Death, unmerciful Death! has 3 
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regard to this. It takes no notice of the In- 
fant's Tears, it ſcorns the Lamentations of 

lovely Women, delighting to trample on 

their "ol raviſhing Beauties. It is deaf to 

the Requeſts of trembling Age, caſting 

'em to the Ground like ſo many withered 

Oaks. 

At a Battle, when Princes and Generals 
are taken Priſoners, they are not treated as 
common Soldiers, but Death makes no Dif- 
ference 'twixt the begging Lazarus, and the 
rich Dives. It has no more reſp for the 
Crowns of Kings, than for the Shepherd's 
Crook, or the Slave's Chains. It ſhuts em 
altogether i in the ſame, Dungeon. 

The moſt furious War is interrupted with 
ſome Days or at leaſt Hours of Ceſſation: Nay 
the moſt inhuman are at laſt tired with bloody 
| Conqueſts, but inſatiable Death never ſays 
tis enough. 7 


All Warfare is doubtful, he that is Victor 


to Day, may ſoon after be vanquiſhed. But 


Death is always victorious, triumphing with 

- an inſufferable Inſolence over all the Earth's 
Inhabitants. The ſtrongeſt Sam/ons, and the 
moſt victorious Duvids e at laſt yielded to 
Death. The great Alexander and the trium- 
phing Cæſars. who conquered the major 
Part of the habirable World could not pro-. 
tet themlelves fro raBeath's Power, who 


1 
t 
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laug hed at all the ſtately Trophies raiſed to 
their Honour; the rich Marble engraven with 
fo many proud Titles, cover nothing but 
a rotten Carcaſs, which was rendered fo by 
Death. 

We read in Daniel, hi King Nebuckad- 
nezzur ſaw in a Dream a E Statue of 
Gold both Glorious and Terrible; its Head 
was of pure Gold, its Breaft, &c. Chap, xi. 
32, 33- 

As the Prince was s beholding i it with aſto- 
niſhment, a little Stone cut out of a Moun- 
tain without Hands, was rolled againſt the 
Feet of this prodigious Statue, and broke it 
all ro Pieces and it became as the Chaff, 
which is blown to and fro. This great E. 
mage repreſents the four Univerſal Monar- 
chies of the World; that of Babylon, of the 
Perſians,'Greeks and Romans, It repreſents 
| allo the Vanity of all Things under the Sun. 
For what is the Glory, &c. of this World, 
- but as a Vapour that ſoon vanitheth away? 

Man, created in God's Image, at firſt View, 
ſeems very glorious and terrible; but as ſoon 
as Death ſtrikes at his earthly Part, all the 
Glory and Pomp, &c. of this Glorious and 
Terrible Animal is changed into eontempti- 
ble Duſt, and reduced to nothing, Vanity of | 
Vanities, all is Vanity. 

Since therefore Death ſpares none, and 

| B 2 
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none can reſiſt and eſeape his Power, tis no 


Wonder that *tis become ſo terrible to all 
Mortals, who have not fettled their Faith 
and Aſſurances on God. For there is no con- 


demn'd Priſoner but trembles when he be- 


holds the Inſtruments of his Death. *' 


In the midſt of a ſumptuous feaſt, King 


Belſhazzar faw the Fingers of a Man's Hand 
writing on the Wall: Which as ſoon as the 


Monarch had caſt his Eyes on: 'tis ſaid, that 


with Fear the Joints of his Loyns were hoſed, 9 


and his Knees ſmate one againſt the other. 


Certainly the proud Worlding in the midſt li 
of all his Pleaſures has more Cauſe to be dif. 


on every Wall of his Houſe in viſible Cha- 


racters, and printing on his Forehead, that 
Goa has numbered his Days, and this in which 


he now breathes, ſhall ſoon be followed by 


an Eternal Night; that God has weighed him 


in the Balance of his Juſtice, aud ſound him as 
light as the Wind, and that the Almighty 


will ſoon diveſt him of all his Glory to 
cloath his Enemies with. What Comforts is 


there then for the wretched Sinners, who 


not only underſtand, but alſo hear their final 
Sentence from the World's great Judge, ex- 


aſperated by their Impicties ? They may now 


ſee Hell ready to ſwallow 'em up, and at 


preſent feel the Hands of the Executioner of |* 


may'd when he may perceive Death writing | 
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divine ſuſtice. At preſent they may feel the 


| fierce Approaches of that Fire and Brimſtone 
which is the ſecond Death; for it may juſtly 


be ſaid of wretched Varlets, that Heil comes 
to em before they go 10 it. Therefore ſome 
of them in deſpair murder themſelves, as if 
they were afraid not to die by a Hand wicked 
enough. The Expectation of Death to them 


is more terrible than Death itſelf, therefore 


they brutiſhly caſt themſelves into that un- 
en Burning, rather than endure the 
Apprehenſions of it. 


Tha moſt terrible is, that che Pears that 
feize on the Wicked, are not tranſitory: for 


as a Criminal on whom Sentence of Death is 
pronouneed, continually thinks on the Tor- 
ments preparing for him, and ſuppoſes every 
Perſon that enters, comes to drag him to Ex- 
ecution: Thus deſperate Sinners, whom their 
Conſciences condemn, muſt needs be in 
continual Fears, and are like ſo many 
wretched Slaves, that daily tremble under 


The inhuman. Powers of a mercileſs Ty- 


rant. - 
I'm ſenſible, that there are Can Atheiſts 
who talk of Death. with Contempt, braving 


it without the leaſt Senſe of Fear: neverthe- 


lels they feel in their Soul ſome ſecret Thorns | 


which often gall em. Tis true, they for the 
moſt part boaſt of net — Death when 


* 


ts 
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at a Diftance, but ſoon manifeſt their Weak: 
neſs when He ſhews his grim Countenance. 
If there be any who ſeem to laugh at Death, 


their are is only in Appearance. They 
are like Perſons poifoned with that Herb, 


which cauſes a pleaſant Smile on their Lips, | 


into whoſe noble Parts it conveys mortal 
Poiſon. | 
Some I confeſs die without any Concern, 


Ba bat theſe are ſenſeleſs Perfons, much like 
fleeping Drunkards, who may be caſt down 
2 Precipice, without any Knowledge of the 
Danger. But ſuch Monſters deferve not to be 


perkowed my e Creatures. 


CHAP. Il. 


That i in all the Heathen Philoſophy, there are 
10 folid Comforts againſt the Fears, and 
Apprehenſions of Death. 


HERE are certain Empiricks t thiar rene 

at firſt Diſcourſe to be very well fkill'd 

m their Art; yet in their Practice are very 
ignorant: Their unſeaſonable Learning dif- 
turbs the Patient, more than their Phyſic 
eaſes him. Theſe very well deſcribe to us, 


in this particular, the Properties of the Hea- 
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then Philoſophers. For when they repreſent 
the Calamities of our human Condition, they 
ſharpen their Wits, and diſcover all their Rhe- 


torick. Some of em laugh ingenuouſly at 
our Miſeries, others ar:ificially weep to be- 


hold them, but in all their Writings we find no 
ſolid Comforts againſt the Apprehenſions of 
Death. Therefore we may ſay to em as 


Job to his troubleſome Friends, Your Re- 
membrances are like unto Aſhes, your Bodies to 
Bodies of Clay. Fob. xiii. ' Tis true, ſome have 


well ſpoken, that we begin to die as ſoon as 
wee begin to breathe; that our Life is like a 
Candle, that lives by ite Conſumption; for 
the natural Heat which entertains our Lile, i 
inſenſibly undermines ĩt. 


Others have as well ſaid; that our Life is 


an ſwift Race from one Mother to another; 


for we no ſooner are brought from the Womb- 


of our natural Mother, but we rum a ſwift 
Race to the Womb of the other, the Grave. 
Some of the fame School. have compared a 
Man to a Bubble, which riſes and ſwells, and 


immediately breaks. In truth, all Man's 
Beauty is but a vain Appearance, that-vaniſh= 
es away in an Inſtant, as 1/aiah lays, Cp 


5 


One of theſe great Philoſophers. being 


afked, What the Life of Man was? returned 
no Aniwer, but entered a Chamber, and 
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paſſed out at the fame Inſtant, to i gnify that 
Man's Life is but an Entrance in, and an 
Egreſs out of this World, the one immediate- 
ly ſucceeding the other. 

'Tis with us as with Actors of a Comedy 
wherc one repreſents a King, the other an Em- 
peror, Cc. but when the Play is ended, and 

the Garments changed, you know not which 
is which. So is Man; the Emperor that 
fits on the Throne, and the Beggar on the 
Dunghill, when caſt into the Grave together 
by Death, appear without Diſtinction. : 

All theſe witty Expreſſions, and others of 
the like Nature are *|caſant and true, but yet 
afford no real Comforts. Therefore to all 
theſe learned Doctors we may ſay, with Job, 
You are all P hyſicians of no Value, how then 
comfort ye me in vain, Chap. xiii. 9. The moſt 
excellent and florid Diſcourſe can bring no 
Comfort to a departing Soul, David's Harp 
alone can drive away the evil Spirits, and ap- 
peale the Troubles of a wounded Conſcience. 

Here ſome may wonder why among theſe 
Philoſophers, I ſhould exempt the Sic. I 

confeſs in this Particular, they expreſs more 
Gravity, but proceed with no better Succeſs, 
nay, rather are more impertinent: For they 
treat of the Soul's Immortality in a very in- 
conſtant Manner, and inſtead of Comfort 
render Death more dreadful. | = 
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They tell us, that Death is the End and 
Centre where all human Afflictions ceaſe, and 
therefore rather to be deſired, than feared. 
They might have ſome colourable Reaſon tor 
this Concluſion, if they had diſcovered beyond 
the Grave, a Happineſs to be hoped for. But 
Death aſſures em of no other Comfort but a 
Period to the Miſeries of this Life. Therefore 
ſuch Diſcourſes are not properly Comforts ; 
but only beget in us a filly Paſſion, like that 
of a Criminal on the Rack, who impatiently: 
deſires Death, to be delivered from his ex- 
ceſſive Torments. O blind Philoſopher! If thou 
can'ſt not bear the Miſeries of this Life, how: 
wilt thou endure the Agonies of Death? 
Moreover they tell us, that the moſt crueþ 
and painful Death is a noble Occaſion to 
exerciſe our Virtue. This Diſcourſe ſeems 
_ plauſible, but is in reality nothing but Wind, 
for it hinders us not from falling into the dee: 
peſt Abyſs of Torments; butperiſhes and dies 
with its Idolaters. Nay, its Admirers have 
at laſt acknowledged it a Shadow; witneſs that 1 
famous General, who fancied that his Virtue | 
would gain him the Victory: but the Battle 1 
being loſt, and he ready to ſtab himſelf with =: 
his own Sword; hecry'd out, Oh! miſerable 
Virtue, what art thou, but a vain and unprofita= 
ble Word, a Name without a Body? He thus 
exclaimed againſt his formerly ador'd Virtue, 
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becauſe 'rwould yield him no Comfort i in 


the Day of his Diſtreſs. 


The moſt ordinary and uſual Comforts | 


they bring are theſe; That Death is inevi- 
table; that Humanity and Immortality are 
inconſiſtent; that Death is a Tribute we all 


owe to Nature, and that tis ſuch an univerſal 


Law, that admits of no Exception. 


But theſe Comforts encreaſe our Trouble. 


I have therefore good Reaſon to ſpeak to 


- theſe grave Philoſophers Job's Language, 


Mi/erable Comforters are ye all, For in 


Truth, they not only ſearch the Wound 
to the Quick, without any healing Applica» 


tion, but alſo inflame, and render it far more 


grievous. When we hope for an End to our 


Calamities, our Mind is comforted ; but when 
no Hopes of this appear, we are overwhelmed 


with Grief and Deſpair: Tis a lamentable 
Thing to be born to die, but far · more grie- 
vous to know that Death can't be avoided. 


For his Affliction is the greateſt, whoſe Mi- 
ſery can't be cured. 
This 1 is alſo a deceitful Maxim, that the 


Comfort of the Miſerable, is to have Compant- 


ons in Miſery. Forif weare burnt in a Fire, 
where many are conſumed, we ſhall not find 


there the more Eaſe. Our Neighbour's Sick- 


neſs, does not diminifh ours, nor his Death 
comfort us againſt the Apptoaches of our owns 


a 
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Nay, on the contrary, Humanity teaches us 


to be ſorry for another's Miſery. This 


Xerxes practis' d; for viewing his numerous 
Army, he wept to think that within an 
hundred Years they all ſhould be rotting in 
their Graves. This Conſideration, inſtead 
of Comfort, caſts us into an irrecoverable 


Deſpair. For, beſides the Torments of Hell- 


fire, there is nothing that can be imagined 
more dreadful, than a Reducement to a Non- 


Entity | ES ei) - 4 


'Tis alſo needleſs to mention the Plas 


 toniſts, who have diſcoutſed on the Soul's Im- 


mortality, and future Bleſſedneſs. Let their 
imaginary Deſcription of the Elyſian Fields, 


which have been reckoned among poetical 
Fictions, be Witneſſes of their Vanity. Thoſe 


chimerical ſubterranean Gardens contain no- 


thing like the — Pleaſures of God's 
Paradiſe. 


In a Word, the rareſt Wit and Learning of 
Heathen Antiquity, are too unſkilful to per- 


form the leaſt Cure to a wounded Soul. 


They do but charm and flatter the Diſeaſe, 
without giving any real Antidote againſt the 


Venom, that kills the Principle of Life. 


It ſeems, the Compilers of the Heathen 
Religion, were ſenſible of this Truth. For 
they dedicated Temples, and erected Altars 


to all manner of Gods and Goddeſſes, ; not 
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only to Virtues and Health, bat alſo to Vices 
and Diſeaſes, to Fear, Oc. but yet they left 


ſtrike Acquaintance with Death, and win its 


inhuman and irreconcileable Enemy. | 
' Ariſtotle, the Prince of all Philoſophers, 


find any ſolid Comforts againſt the Appre- 
3 of Death. The Fear of this cruel 
Death terrified his Conſcience in ſuch a 


die Things, Death was the moſt dreadful. 
NEHA, er ON 


C H A . HI. 
io encaunter. | 


Saul's Armour to encounter Goliah with, 


Forehead, and brought down this proud Gi- 


have already 17 all the Armour of human 


89 


Death out of their Devotions. This is an 
open Declaration, that they knew not how to 


Eſteem and Favour. They had no Sacrifices 
that could allay the Fury of this their moſt 


aft hiwexcellenc 800 hach ſurvey'd all the 
Wonders and Secrets of Nature, could never 


Manner, that he confeſſed, That of all terri= | 


Weed 3 92 <= 4 


07 ai vers Sorts of Death, with which: we are | 


HEN David could not make * * 


"5g took a ſmooth Stone out of his Bag, caſt 4 
it with a Sling, ſtruck the Phili/tine on the | 


ant, who had deficd the Armies of 1/rael, We 


SOR. wc 3 


Terrors of Death. 25 


Wiſdom, and found, that they are inſufficient 
to encounter with Death. Let us therefore 
now ſee, whether with the Sling of our my- 
ſtical David, the Weapons of our divine 
| Shepherd, we can't overcome this three headed 
Monſter ; for there are three Sorts of Death, 
the Natural, the Spiritual, and the Eternal, 
The natural Death is a Separation of the 
Soul from the Body; for altho' our Body 
has been faſhioned with the Finger of God, 
'tis but a weak and frail Veſſel made of 
Earth; but our Soul is an heavenly, ſpiritual, 
and immortal Subſtance. This Soul raiſes 
us a Degree above all Animals. Tis the 
Light that enlightens us, the Salt that pre- 
| ſerves us from Corruption. In a Word, by 
this Soul we live, enjoy our Senſes, move 
and underſtand. As ſoon as this Angelical. 
Gueſt leaves its Manſion, the Body loſes alt - 
its Beauty, corrupts and rots. The Fleſh rhat 
has been ſtretched on Beds of Gold, is caſt - 
on a Bed of Worms, and at laſt reduced to 
Aſhes, according to the Sentence pronounc'd 
in the Earthly Paradiſe, Duſt thou art, aud 
10 Duſt thou ſhalt return. 
The ſpiritual Death, is the Septic of 
the Soul from God our Creator. For he 
being the Soul of our Souls, and the Light 
of our Life, as ſoon as we depart from this 
Source of Light and Life, we fall into an Abyſs 
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6 3 
of Darkneſs and Death. For all thoſe that 
* depart from God ſhall periſh, Pſal. xxxvii. As 
the Twig withers when ſeparated from the 
Vine, ſo in a Separation from God, we can 
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neither Live, Move, nor have our Being- Of 
this Kind of Death our Saviour ſpeaks to the 
Jews, John viii. 24. The ſame Death St. 
Paul mentions in the ſecond Chapter of the 


Epheſians; verſe 1. And'tis of this Death 
that St au ſpeaks concerning the wanton 
Widow, that She is dead while ſbe liveth, 1 


Tim. v. 


the Death of Sin, | 


As the Life of Grace is a Preparative to 
that of Glory, furniſhing us with a Foretaſte 


of the heavenly Joys: So on the contrary, 
the ſpiritual Death is the firſt Beginning of 


an eternal One. The eternal Death is an 


entire and irrecoverable Separation of the 
Soul and Body from God, accompanied with 
infinite Torments, which the Spirit of God 


repreſents to us by Things that are the moſt 


dreadful and painful in this Life. As an 


Abyſs, or Furnace full of Flames, a bottomleſs 


Pit burning with Fire and Brimſtone. 


"T'was this Kind of Death that Adam ſuf- 
fered as ſoon as he had taſted the forbidden 
Fruit. For not only his Body became ſub- 
ject ro Death, but his Soul alſo was caſt into 


Fancy to yourſelves a Man devoured with 
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lum d. Me may therefore ſay, that ihoſe things 
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Worms OPTI in Flames, in whoſe Wounds 
kindled Brimſtone is pour'd without Intermiſ- 


fon, with boiling Lead, and burning Pitch, 


and if there be any Pains more grievous, fan- 


ey it alſo. All theſe give us but an imperfect 
Image of the State of the Damned. 

Sbame aggravates our Sufferings, and the 
Damned ſhall be loaden with Shame and In- 


flamy for all Eternity; their Names ſhall be 
| — to God, and his holy Angels, and 
they ſhall be curſed with an endleſs Curſe, 


They ſhall ſuffer in the Fire prepared for the 


Devil and his Angels.. All their Senſes ſhall 
fhare in theſe horrid Torments, and they 
| ſhall feel eternally the Strokes of God's View 
geance. They wall then learn by Expert» 


ence what a terrible Thing tis 10 "all into 


- the Hands of the Living God. Their Eyes 

| ſhall ſee nothing but the bottomleſs Pit, the 

Devil's Image, and the Furies of Hell ; their 
Ears ſhall hear nothing but the fearful Rode ; 
| ings of the tormented Devils, and AO 


Souls; and they ſhalt drink the very Dr 
of God's Anger, Fire and Brimſtone ſhall 5 | 
the Portion of their Cup, Pſal xi. 

The Sufferings of this Life are but ſhort, 


| but the Torments of the Damned ſhall ne- 


ver end. They ſhall live for ever to die con- 
tinually, and hes ſhall die and never be con- 
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which God has prepared for thoſe that hate 


him, Eye has not ſeen, Ear heard, nor has 
it entered into Man's Heart. From hence 
ſhall proceed their Rage, Madneſs and De- 
ſpair; they ſhall cry in Cain's Language, 
My Puniſhment is greater than I can bear, 
Gen. ix. They ſhall curſe God the King of 
all Creatures, "Ia. viii. They ſhall eat their 
Tongues, and blaſpheme the Great God of 
Heaven and Earth. It had been far bet- 
ter for 'em if they had never been born ; they 
hall defire to die, that is, be reduced to no- 
thing, Kev. ix. But this Death ſhall fly from 
them. And as they have ſtopped their Ears 


to God's Invitations to Repentance, he ſhall | 


alſo ſtop his Ears to their Out-cries; and 

when they ſhall be overcome with Fear and 
Deſpair, God will ſcorn and mock at their 
inſufferable Miſery. 
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| That falus Chriſt hath 5 US RP 8 : 
- nal Death, and 4 degrees "gens us from 
a0 pvp Death.” | 


_ 
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E read in the Fiſth of 5 8 
that St John wept bitterly, becauſe 
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no o Being i in Heaven, or Earth, or under the 
Eaith, was to open the Book, ſealed with le 
ven Seals, that was in God's right Hand. At 
that Taſtant one of the twenty four Elders 
faid, Weep no more, behold the 22 of the Tribe 
/ Judah has overcome to open the Book; and 
to looſe the ſeven Seals, Thus we have tilt 
now wept bitterly, becauſe none could be: 
found able to encounter Death: But let us 
alſo wipe away our Tears, for the ſame Lion ; 
is to fight with this dreadful Enemy. 
Our victorious David, who has overcome 
the infernal Lion, that bruiſed the ancient 
Serpent's Head: *Tis he that has undertook: 
this glorious Combat; tas for that Purpoſe” 

he left the Throne of God the Father; He 
has overcome in dying, him who had the Em- 
pire of Death; that is, the Devil, Heb. ii. and 
has delivered them, who through fear of Deuth, 

were all their Life-time ſubjett'to Bondage. 
his great Saviour has perfectly redeemed 
us from eternal Death, as he himſelf teaches 

in St. John's Goſpel, Chap: v.. 24. Chap vi. 
40. 51, and Chap. viii. The Hager of Siu in 
Death, but God's Giſt is Life Kok Bleſs 
ſedis he who bas Part in the firſt Reſurrecti- 
on Rev. xx. the ſecond Death ſhall-have no 
Power on him In a Word, Death cant pre- 
judiee them, who are ſettled” on Chriſt the: 
| Rock of Eternity. This merciful Saviour 
; 2 3 
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has alſo delivered us from the ſpiritual Death, 
Eph: ii. For we being dead in our Treſpaſſes, 
he has raiſed us together unto newneſs of Life, 
and by his Death reconciled us to God the Fa- 
EET. GE noon ant 
When Joſhua brought the Children of I/- 
rael into the Land of Promiſe, he deſtroyed 
not all the Canadanites, Joſh. xxxiii. there re- 
mained ſome who became Scourges in their 
Sides, and Thorns in their Eyes. Thus our 
Spiritual Jaſbua, who has led us into the 
Kingdom of Grace, has not altogether de- 
ſtroyed all our evil Affections, ſome yet re- 
main as Prickles in our Sides, and like Swords 
they pierce through our Souls, and render 
our Life unpleaſant. Our Saviour has extin- 
guiſhed with his Blood the infernal Flames of 
our curs'd Affections, yet in the Aſhes ſome 
Sparks remain, that yet cauſe in us feveriſh 
Fits, but by degrees he cools em by his ho- 
ly Spirit, and one Day will quite extinguiſh 
em. | „ . 
At the Voice of this Prince of Life, we are 
made to riſe from the Sepulchre of our Vices, 
with our Grave Clothes about us. We are 
like the ancient Slaves that were ſet at Liber- 
ty, we bear on our Foreheads the viſible f 
Marks of our Bondage, but one Day Chriſt 
will cover thoſe Marks of Infamy with a 
Sele badem Ei 
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hut to ſpeak more openly, Sin is yet in us, 
| but reigns not, for Chriſt has pull'd it from 


the Thione, and conſtrains it to leave by de- 
grees the Poſſeſſion of our Soulss + 
And as it happens with a Woman with 
Child in her old Age, there is in her Body. 
two contrary Lives, that of the Mother and 
that of the Child; the one decays and dies in- 
ſenſibly, the Child's Life encreaſes by de- 
grees: So tis in the faithful Soul; 3 are 
two Lives, that of Sin, or the Old Man, and 
that of the New Man, the one diminiſhes as 
the other increaſes. 


K b. F.. E E 4 ee do the oth the he 
CHAP, V. 


| awe are 1 ſubj efted to * Corporeal ar 
Natural Death, and what Advantage We 
thereby 1 receive in Jelus Chriſt. 


HE wiſe kiog teaches us in >the Ne of 

Eccleſ. That the fame Accidents happen 
10 "ll to the Righteous, and to the Wicked, 
Theſe Words are to be underſtood of the ſe- 
veral Afffictions to which we are expoſed du- 


xing Life, but we may y: it to the natu- 
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ral Death; for 'tis appointed to all Men once to 
die, and then to come to Judgment. Heb. ix. By © 
one Man Sin eutred into the World, and by Sin 
Death, and therefore all muſt die, e they 
have ſinned. Therefore when Joſhua felt bim- 
ſelt feeble, he told the Children of 1/rael, that 
_ be was going the Way of all Fleſh; Joſhua. 
iii. 'T'was on this Subject that the Royal 
Prophet was exerciſing his Meditation, when 
he cried out, ¶ ho is be that lives and ſhall not 
fee Death, ſhall he free his Soul fromthe Powe 
er of the Grave? 

To exprels to us this ineviichle Fate; Moſes 
reckons up all the ancient Fathers, that lived. 
longeſt in the firſt World; and after he had ſpo- 


died. Thus our Creator executes on all Men the 
Sentence once pronounc'd againſt Adam, Duſt 
thou art, and to Duſt thou ſhalt return, Gen. iii, 
By this Means God manifeſts his Juſtice 
and Truth. According io the Eaw of Mo- 
fes, the Houſe infected with Leproſy was to 
be demoliſhed, and caſt into a noiſome Place. 
There is a more urgent.Cauſc for Man's 
Body to be deſtroyed and laid in a Sepulchre, 
(becauſe created the Palace ot the. Living 
God) it being corrupted with Sin, a. kind of 
infectious Leproſy. ; | 
For the ſame reaſon we can't ſuKciently „ 
mite the Difference God bus: — berwixs ud 


ken of all their Deeds he adds, and then ſuc hu one | 
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** and neben Veſlels; for he 3 
ed that the Earthen Veſſels; infected ſhould 


be broken in Pieces, Ents. xi. but ſuch as 


were more valuable, ſhould be waſhed with 


Water, and purified with Fire, Numb. xi. - 


Our Soul is like a Golden Veſſel, therefore 
Sad does not altogether deſtroy it, though 
infected with Sin, but cauſes it to be cleanſ- 
ed at the Fountain of his infinite Mercy. 
He purifies it with his Son's Blood. and cauſes 
it to paſs thro' the Fire of his Holy Spirit. - 


But for this miſerable Body, an earthly Veſ- 


ſel, he breaks it to Pieces, and reduces it to 
Duſt and Aſhes. 'Tis my Judgment, that 
Death excellently demonſtrates the infinite 


Power of God, for his Power is far more vi- 


ſible in raiſing one Man from the Dead, than 
in preſerving many Thouſands alive. 

As God is wont to lighten our Darkneſs, 
{o he makes uſe of Dad to cauſe his lion 
Wiſdom to' appear in all Creatures; Sin has: 


| _ brought forth Death, and Death deſtroys its 


Parent Sin. 
Moreover God, Who is the fame yeſterday, 


to- day, and for ever, will have all his Chil- 


dren paſs through the ſame Path, to take Poſe | 
ſeſſion of his eternal Inheritance. All the 


FO have paſs'd already this Way, Thro', i | 


ny Tribulations, Acts xxivv 
The «oy SPN tells us, that the Reus 
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benites, and half the Tribe of Manaſſes, Numb. 


xxxit. foſh- 1. left their Dwellings beyond 


Jordan, to go over and fight in the Army of 


T/rael, and returned not "ll God had given 


Reſt to their Brethren- 


This allegorically repreſents the lively Fi- 


gure of the Faithful that die before the End 
of the World; for they leave their Bodies, 
and paſs through Death, unto the Ceeleſtial 
| Canaan, to encounter with God by their Pray- 
ers, and they will not return to their Bodies, 


till the Number of the Saints be compleat, 1 i 


and untill our great Joſhua has introduced us 


into the eternal Reſt, and then we ſhall en- 


joy peaceably the Fruits of our Victories. 


The moſt conſiderable Reaſon, in my 


judg ment, of this our Deſtiny is, chat God 


has predeſtinated us to be conformable to his 


Son's Image; . he'll have us baptized, drink of 
his Cup, and enter into Blils at the ſame Gate 


that he has paſſed. | 
Although "tis ap 


to triumph. 
| Athaſuerus revoked not the Decree againſt 


the Jews, but gave em Liberty to defend 
themſelves, and offend their Enemies: ſo God 


would not revoke the Sentence of Death a- 


gainſt Mankind, but commanded this true 14 


- 


ww ant all. Mfewance to 
die, Heb i ix. I dare affirm Death has no cauſe 
| We read in Eſther, that King. | 
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rael to take up Arms againſt it, to (conquer 

and trample it under their Feet. 

In the firſt Place, Chriſt our Head encouns. | 
tered Death, and overcame it. And as Bees 
hurt themſelves more, than they whom they 
ſting; ſo Death by fixing his Sting in Chriſt's 

Humanity, had put him to a deal of Pain 

for a Time, but has thereby loſt all Strength 

and Vigour for ever. 

Tie Men of Judah, to fatisfy the enra ged 
Philiſtines, delivered into their Hands 3 
on bound with Ropes, whom when they ſaw, 
they gave ſeveral joy ful Shouts; but the Lord's 

Spirit came on him, and he brake his Bands, 

and killed a Thouſand of them. Thus the 

Jews for fear of the Romans, delivered Chriſt 

bound as a Malefactor; when Hell ſaw him 

nailed to a Croſs, and afterwards laid in a 

Grave, the Devils began to rejoice. But the 

Prince of Life broke out of his Grave by his 

infinite Power, and trampled under his Feet 

Millions of Infernal Fiends. Therefore, as 

Children, let us rejoice in our Father's Victo- 

ry, and as Subjects, glory in the moſt notable 

Victories, and famous Triumphs of Cbriſt 

dur King. We may alſo juſtly glory, that 

we are Lords of Death, and that we have o= 


veoercome it in the Perſon of our Great God, 


' Moreover as our Saviour has once overs 
come Death for us, he continues to ſubdue 
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it in and by us. He ſuffers us not to encoun- 
ter with our Enemies alone, nor leaves us in 
our Agonies, but furniſhes us with his holy 
Spirit and Armour. Beſides, this eee 
viour diſarms Death of his moſt nocent Wea- 
pons, and takes away all his Arrows and 
Darts. 5 
As the Strength of Sampſon conſiſted in 
in ſome Locks of his Hair, which the Phili- 
ſtines could never have imagined ; ſo the 
Strength of Death conſiſts in ſuch Things as 
the World leaſt dreams of. His moſt dread- 
ful Weapons are the Curſes of the Law, and 
our Sins are the Poiſon, in which be dips his 
Arrows. Now Chriſt has redeemed us from 
the Curſe of the Law, when he became a Curſe 
for us, Gal. iii He has caſt our Sins into the 
Bottom of the Sea, and drowned ” em in his 
Wood: * 
"Therefore, being befriended: wich God's 
| Grace, and armed with his holy Spirit, let us 
ſhew our Courage, and defy Death, and en- 
counter him without Dread; for 'tis now 


like a Serpent, who has no vepomous Teeth 
CVA 


left. ö er, „ 7 . 
If we conſider Death's exterior Parts only, 


we can't perceive any Difference 'twixt the 
Death of God's Children, and thoſe of 
wicked Varlets. But if we lift up the Maſk, 

and examine their Death more exactly, we 
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frall find as vaſt a Difference as ie Earth 
and Paradiſe. For from the Death of Gad's, 
deareſt Children Chriſt has extracted the Dan-, 
ger and diſtaſteful Bitterneſs, and chang d it 
into unſpeakable Sweetneſs. As Pharaohand. 
all his Army was drowned, in the Red. Sea, 
but the Children of 7/#az! found an eaſy Pal 
lage into the Promiſed Land: Thus Death 
is a bottomleſs Abyſs to Reprobates, but proves 
to the Children of God a fovourable Paſſage, | 
to eternal Bliſs. 3 
Balaam was called to curſe God's 8 People, 
but contrary to Balat's Expectation, bleſſed 
'em. Thus Death being brought into the 
World by the Devil to deſtroy it, is changed by 
God into a Bleſſing. We need now 547 — 
ger to be puzzled about Sampſon” s Riddle, Out 
of the Eater came forth Meat, and out of the 
Strong Sweetneſs, Jud. gxiv. For out of this 
old Lion Death e ſweeteſt Comforts, 
Tiis impoſſible to judge of a Battle by the 
firſt Aſlault, for ſome in the Beginning may 
turn their Backs, who at laſt win the Victory. 
Therefore that we may berter underſtand the 
great Advantages we have over Death, we 
muſt examine it till the End of the Encoun- 
ter, and take notice of every Aflault we give 


1 this unreconcileable Enemy. 


As ſoon as the Taper of our Life begins to 
burn, Satan ſends his Blaſts to extinguiſh | 
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it, But if Death labours to demoliſh. on her 
Part, wc on ours labour. to repair; and as 


| thoſ, e who built the Walls of Jeruſalem, beld 


with one Hand the Trowel, and with the 
other a Sword to fight: So we conunually 


are ſtrivipg to breſerve. this, earthly. Lodge, 


and when Death gives. the. Allault, we allo 
then advance our ſpiritual. Building, and la- 


bour to bring it to Perfection, 2 Cor. iv. 


To ſpeak right, Death meddles with no- 
thing but Man's cxtcriour Parts. For gur 
chief Bulwark needs not fear to be won by 


Aſlault, for tis built upon the Roek of Eter- 


nity. In a Word, as Serpents only crawl on 


the Duſt Death hat no Power, but on Man's 


carthly Part ; therefore our Lord Jeſus advi- 


ſes his Apoltles not to fear them that kill the 


Body, bit can't kill the Soul. 


At the very Inſtant of the Soul 8 5 


from the Body, Death ſeems to have a great 


Advantage on us; but when J conſider all, I 


and in has no Cauſe to boaſt of the Vitory. 
When a valiant Captain , marches out of a 


Town almoſt deſtroyed, to another more ſe- 


cure and better fortified, with his Weapons in 
his land; we, ſay, he has quitted his Station, 


find not that he is overcome. Thus when 


this Wretched Body decays, and that our 
Souls depart well armed with Faith and 


Hope, to lodge 1 in a ade ſecure Place, in the 


. R FO. Ic} 1 > _ 
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have made our Peace with God, we are ready 


their Death, not only a Removal of their Lag- 


as much Pleaſure, as the Children of Iael did 
and comfortable. Dwellings of the 
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higheſt Heavens ; no Body can, 75 to o ſpeak 
properly, that we have been vanquiſhed. .. 
Therefore Death does not carry away our 
Bodies by Violence, but we leave them wil 
lingly; we do not ſtay for its Summons, but 
prevent it and give it Licence; for When we 


to depart out of this wretched Abode, where 
we endure all manner of Calamities. 


1 muſt not forget that the Faichful name | 


ing, but alſo of their Tabernacle. This teach- 
es us, that we muſt depart from hence with 


out of their Camps, to enter into P ſweet 


and of 
Canaan, © ws ne ren Gr RE 


This Body is not Sale like an hired Houſe, 
or a Tabernacle tranſported up and down; 
but tis by Sin become to our Souls a woful 
Priſon. © This Body which was given to the 
Soul to be its Palace, is become by Sia its 
loathlome' Sepulchre, far more noiſome 
than that of Laxarus; and Death is like the 
Voice rhar calls, on us, Lazarus, come forth. 
As Sampſon carried away the gates of Gasag, 
and tranſported em to the Top of the Hill — 
fo has Chriſt "tranſported the Gates of R 
to hs higheſt Pitch of Glory; of which we 
may ſay, as 7acad did of Brikel, This is the 
Gate of * 5 D 2 


* 
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Seeing therefore. that this is the Nature of 
Death, I find that Men give it. too much ad- 
vantage; for we ſhould not offer to ſay, that 
ſuch are dead; whom God has admitted into 
eternal Life; Meute the Qualification ſhould 
be deriv'd from the chief and nobleſt Part. 
For this Reaſon our Removal out of this 
World ſhould rather be ſtiled a Life than a 
Death; for tho” our Body dies and rots, our 
Soul ſurvives and mounts to Heaven; and this 
mortal Life is nothing i in compariſon, to. that 
which we ſhall enjoy with Chriſt and hisholy 
Angels. 
I may alſo without any Figure affirm, that 
Death in reſpet to the Body, isnoreal Death, 
hut a kind of Sleep. Therefore our Saviour = 
ſpeaking of Lazarus ſays, he ſleeps, but I go 
70. awake him. Therefore they whom Chriſt 
Joves, will only ſleep for a ſhort Continuance, 
and then Jeſus will raiſe them up again. Du- 
Ting this Life the Aſſaults of Death are no 
more than light Skirmiſhes; the moſt ſenſible 
Blow in Appearance is, when it ſeparates the 
Soul from the Body; but the final Encounter 
will be at the Day of Judgment; then Deatly 
will endeavour to keep us till in its black Pri- 
fon; bur God's Spirit {hall breath. on our dry. 
Bones, and cauſe em to revive: And- inſtead, 
of devouring us, *twill.prove only a faithful, 
— Keeper * our r Dead Bodies, 
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When the Son of 'God ſhall 8 in his 
Gloty from Heaven, he ſhall conſume alb 
Death's Trophies with irreſiſtable Flames 
We muſt accompliſt the Church's Triumph 
thro' Chriſt's Aſſiſtance, who will cauſe us to 
trample on Death, that ſhall be eaſt into the 
bottomleſs Pit, 1 which the Eatranes ſhall 
for ever be ſhut up. 

By what we have faid, it may eaſily ap- 
| Pear what is become of the Rope thrice twilt- 
ed by rhe Devil, with an intent there with to 
ſtrangle all Mankind. The Son of God has 
eur in pieces the firſt of theſe unhappy les. 
By his Spirit of Sanckiſication he looſes by de- 
greesthe ſecond, and by the laſt ail us 
to himſelf, and then burns and conſumes it 

; altogether therefore we need not fear an E. 
ternal Death, nor Hell's wide Jaws. Tis 
true, that the doleful Effects of the ſpiritual 
Death commonly draw from us many a Groag 
and Fear, while we are in the ſinful Fleſh, but 
Cbriſt will ſhortly give the ſame Order from 
Heaven for us, as he did for Lazarus, L1o/e 
him and let bim go, Joh. xi. So that inſtead of 
Corruption, ſo incommodious to us, he will in- 
veſt us with Incorruption, and Immortality 1 

What has already been declared in this 

Chapter, might ſatisfy any Chriſtian Soul a. 
gainſt all Apprehenſions of Death. But yet, 
ꝛho I have in groſs diſcover d the * or Gog 24s 
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nenn Sao, 


SEE —— 


folations againſt the Fears of Devth, I ſhall : 
in the next Place unfold theſe hidden Ex- 
cellencies, and en by —— all- us | 
2 cenit A Forth 


0 H A r. VI. 
- Wh: aphonce proceed the Fears f Death. 


A= an  experiene'd Surgeon ſearches the 5 
Wound before he applies the Plaiſter-; 
fol think it neceſſary to ſeek with Diligence 
from whence: the Fears of: Death proceed, 
before we ſhall appoint the Remedies to the 
faithful Souls. 
Firſt, We have juſt Reaſon pie: our 

elves of. too much Unmindfulneſs of Death, 

e don't meditate ſo often as we ſhould on 
the Miſery and Frailty of our. decaying Na- 


ture, we ſuffer ourſelves to be deceived by the 
Inſinuations of. our corrupted Fleſh, and by 


the Deluſions of che old Serpent that whiſpers 


to us, as to our. firſt n nat die, : 


©+*sS 


Gen. iii. 
Secondly We e e * char Des ch 


is incxorable ; F _neacrhele!s we Me as i we 
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had made an Agreement with Death. Deatle | 
approaches ſilently, therefore we ſuppoſe” twilk 
never come near us we abominate alb things | 
that repreſents Mortality: Death ſeizes on us | 
before we have. well thought whether we be 
mortal or no; therefore. we are In d at 
its Approaches. 6 
Thirdly, We depend 1 on N 
Cauſes, we look on Death as an Evil which 
may be prevented for a Time; whereas we 
ſhould be fully perſuaded that God has deter- 
min'd and appointed not only Death self, 
but alſo all the Cauſes and Means by which 
it happens. In a Word, when Death * — 9 
us; we are ready to ſay to it, as the Desils to 
our Saviour, WW 2 art thou come to- torment 
f before our. Time? Matth. vi! 
 Fourthly, Wer aneh tied to this Earth, 
that we would willingly. make here our A- 
bode for ever, and can't. abide to hear that 
Death will remove us. We often bnild / ſump · 
tuous Palaces, when we ſhould think of no- 
thing but building our Tombs. We have ſo 
violent a Paſſion for all the Enjoy mente of 
this Life, that to ſeparate us from em is. to 
pluck out our Hearts. A 
Fifthly, Another principal Caule 8010 * 
of Death, is a wicked Life ; we are plunged in 
all the Vices of the Age, tis thereforeno Won- 
der if Death ſills our Souls with-Tremblings,. 


— 


1 


* 


| 
1 
þ 
1 


1 2 
3 8 ly OA _— * die ages 
5 * | Z — „ : 
. — l — * « — 4 on 
* - . — * 
xn LO 252 — f - n 
„„ r r Wren l — 
: | 4 «5% — " ” — _— 
— — — — 1 1 — . 
» * — — — * = —— — 1 
P * 7 * * r . - 
- ; 


44 Retiedics a the 


ſince It comes armed with our Si ins, and | is 
preceded by the Remorſe of Conſcience, and 


Horror of our Crimes. The Love of Sin and 
Pear of Death are as Twins, that are bron 
and die together. Certainly we may very wll 


apply to all vicious Perſons, what the 8 
Feremiab tells us of Jeruſalem; Her Filthine/s 
in hor Shirts, ſhe remembreth not her laſt End, 

4 *2iShxrbiy; F have taken notice of another De- 

fe in us; we miſtruſt the Providence of 

God, and know not how to repoſe. ourſelves 

om his Care; we have too worthy an Eſteem 


of our own' Sufficiency, we can't relolve o 
dle, becauſe we fancy ourſelves very uſeful | in 


rhe World. 
Seventh ly, Becauſe che Soul and Body 
linked together in a very ſtrick 92100. we 


cart imagine how they can be ſeparated with- 
out great Convulſions. 


great, that we can't reſt ſatisfy d on God's Pro- 


miſe, who gages o focconr us in our Dif 


treſs, J. Ek : 2 
Eꝛighibly, judge r oe of the chief Gant: 


es of the Fear of Death is, becauſe we look 


on God as a moſt ſevere Judge, inflamed with 


Anger, and arm 'd with Vengeance; ; whereas 
we mould acknowledge him to be a merciful 


* ather, full of Compaſſion for all Mankind. 


» Nimbly,” There is another viſible Fault in 


pines We imbrace wich a tr de and lively 


—_ 


Our Infidelity is ſo 
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P aizh the Death and Paſſion. of our Lord. 
We don't conſider that his Death has « open d 
a Way for us into Heaven. 
Tenthly, To prevent the Horror of! the 
Grave, we don't conſider that tis juſt and rea- 
ſonable that we ſhauld be contormable to 
Chriſt in his Abaſement, if we will have ay 
Share with him in his Glory. | 
Eleventhly, Beſides, that which entertalus 
in our Souls the Fear of Death is this, we 
look on it as twere in its full Strength and 
Vigour, whereas Chriſt has vanquiſhed it. 
T wel/thly, We don't conſider that Chriſt has 
not only conquered Death, but alſa. Pref oy 
2 Place for us in Heaven, and that. by d 
we follow his Paths to reap with bien the 
Fruits of his. ViRtories, 1p bl i 97 tr 


$4.4 


Thirteenthly, We ſtoop too much to con- 
ſider our Mortal Nature, and ſeldom enter 
ittto chis uſeful Meditation, that by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt we are unſeparably united to Chriſt, 

and have already in us the Seeds of Glory. 
and Immortality. 

Feurteenthiy, We repine at t Death becauſe. 
we don't dream of the Evils from. which it... 
delivers us, but only think on: the vain, Plea 

fures i it robs us of. N 
© Fiftcenthly, We don't 3 after that Death- 
never meddles with the principal Part, but on- 


FEY kan off from us nz ang breaks the Chains a 


8 4 1 a 
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of our ſpiritual Bondage: ſo Ge Death is 


28 * the Death of Sin, than of che Faith - 
O 


Sixteenthly, Here is other great Fault in 


us, we don't lift up our Minds to conſider 


the Glory prepar d for us at the Egreſs of our 
Soul our of our Mortal Bodies. 


Seventeenthly; To theſe former Cauſes of 


the Fears of Death, we may add another, 
that we ſuffer our Eyes to dwell too much 
on the Corruption that threatens our Bodies, 


whereas we ſhould carry our Eye-fight to 


behold its glorious RefurreQion, 1 5 ſhall 
ſoon follow. 


I Ag brrensbly 40 dhe laſt Place, we don't 


which we ſhall enter into, when Chri/? ſhall 
come to judge the Quick and the Dead, when 


he ſhall re-unite our Souls and Bodies toge - 


ther for all Eternity; that he mqy be glorifi- 
Tel. 
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The 0 1 'Q ainſt the. Fears ef. Death 


* Is tp med tate often on it. 


moditate,/as we; ought, on that eternal Bliſs, 


ed in 8 e is e al 9 5 aith- | 


wn dx EM xc ehh r | 


” * TE become acquainted with the moſt 
dreadful things by Cuſtom. As freſl 
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Soldiers at firſt eur, yet after they have been 
acquainted with Battles, they go as chearful- 
y to the Combat, as to a Triumph. Thus 
the firſt; Conceits «f Death commonly terrify 
us, but when we ſeriouſly” 'medirate on it, we 
ſhall not only eontemn it, but we ſhall alſo 
ſeek it bold Jyin its Retreats, with an un- 
daunted Countenance. ] 
Death is therefore ſo far pom terrifying 
ſach as are accuſtom'd to it, that it fills em 
full of Comfort and Joy. As a Child who 
looks on his Father, who has a Vizard on 
his Face, is frighted; but if he has but con- 
fidence to pull off the Vizard, and take but 
noricc of the loving Smiles of his Parent hid 
under that Deformity, hel not only ceaſe 
| rags but alſo ar for Joy, and embrace, 
him. 

Thus if we took on Death viſt! a timo- 
rous 'Countenance, and behold its hideous 
Appearance, we ſhall be ſtruck with a ſud- 
den Horror; but if we can with any Aﬀu- 
rance lift up its ugly Vizard, we ſhall ſoon 
diſcover our Heavenly Father, and with Tears 
of Joy, we ſhall run to embrace him. In 4 
word, as he wha runs from his Enemy, en- 
creaſes bis Courage; thus when Death fees 
us tremble and decline its Approaches, it be- 
comes more imperious over us. We muſt 
therefore think betimes of Death, repreſent 
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it to ourſelves continually, and enter into an 
Acquaintance with it. 


If we will make uſe of . exterior Help 


to imprint this in our Fancy, we muſt practiſe 


with Care the Advice of the wiſe Man, Tir 
better to go to the H ouſe of Mourning, than 10 
that of E eaſting, Eecl. vii. for that is the End 
of all Men, and the Living will lay it to heart. 


Never look on a difeas'd Body ſtretch'd on a 
Bed, nor a dead Corps in a Coffin, but re- 


Es that this is an univerſal Law to which | 
Obedience ; that 'ris 


of all the Earth, and that 
there we may behold the lively Image of our 


all Mankind muſt pay 
the broad Way 


Future State. When we are entring into 
our Beds, let us think on the Sepulchre where 
we muſt one Day be ſtretch'd. Let Sleep 
be to us as an Image of our Death, and let it 
call us to mind how we mult within a few 
Days fleep. in a Bed of Duſt. If we are a- 
lone and ſeparated from human Society, let 


us remember, that within a few Days, Death 
If we caſt down 


will ſeparate and divide us. 
cur Eyes to look on the Ground, we may 


Ces) that Duſt we are, and to Duſt ue 
ſhall return, Gen ili. 
ling of the Winds, we may ſay with Jeb, Ne- 
member. that my Life is a Wind, mine Eye 
If we travel by Land, 
we may think on Job's Complaint; N Dos ] 


1f we hear the whiſt- 


hall Jee no mere good, 
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has been fwifter than a Poſt, they flee away, 


| they fee no good, Job ix. If we fail on the 


Sea, we may ſuppoſe the World as a tempeſ- . 
tuous Sea, and that the laſt Wind of Death 


will drive us into-the Haven of eternal Fe- 
licity. In ſhort we can hardly act or think 


ol any thing here, but may ſerve for a fit Oc- 


caſion to meditate on Death. 


A Hopes and Meditation onour Nox ra LITY. 


My Gat. and H APY . b ſiuce 


_ of my frail Condition, let my Infirmities and 
Diſtempers be look'd on as-fo many Meſſengers 


to ſummon me te leqve this Tabernacle. Let © 
my Bed remember me that I muſt ſhortly y in 


a Bed of Duſt; let the Tombs of wy predeceſ- 


Jorg refreſh in me Thoughts of my laſt Home. 
Gracious God! give me Grace fo often to look 


'tis thy Pleaſure that our Bodies muſt 
return to Duſt, grant me Grace to be mindful 


— ͤ oo 


on death and the Grave, that I may be acguuin- 


red with em, and that they may not fright but 
comfort me, Death being ny only Entrance to 
the Preſence of my God, where 1 ſhall live for 


ever r With him in ä Amen. 
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The ſecend Remedy againf the Feers of Deaths 
I to expedt it every Moment. 


: IS not ſufficient to think and diſcourſe 


often on Death; for there be ſome 


th:t mention Death with many pious Re- 


flexions, yet nevertheleſs they can't boaſt of 


being free-from all Apprehenſions of it. We 
imagine always that we perceive Deathat a vaſt 


Diſtance from us, that we ſhall at our leiſure 


prepare ourſelves to receive it as we ought; 
therefore whenever, or wherever it comes to 


drag us out of the World, it ſurprizes and a- 
ſtaviſhes us. 8 | Ss 


To prevent this Miſchief, we muſt not on- 


ly conſider that we are mortal, but that our 
Life is ſhort; we muſt continually ay with 


Jab, Are not my Days few? Job x. or with 


i. ofes; The beſt of our Days ere but Labour 
au Sorrow, for they gre ſocn cut of, aud aue 
fice AaWuY, Pſa]. XC. 2 | | 


= 


Ihe Ancients paint Time with Wings, to 


* exprels its unavoidable Swifineſs. The Holy 


Spirit compares our Life to a Weaver's Shut- 


tile, o an hired Servant, to a Poſt that runs 


„ 
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apace, to an Eag le that flies after his Prey. 
In ſhort the ! inconſtant Things of this 
World, of which the Motion is very quick, 
are uſed in Holy Writ, to expreſs the Vani- 
ty and Shortneſs ot Life. Our Bodies are 
le a Tree continually eaten with Worms, 
in vain do we baniſh out of our Minds the 
Thoughts of Death, for twill not fail to re- 
member us. The farther we imagine Death 
from us, the nearer tis to us. As the Car 
cer when it infects the Breaſt, devours the 
Fleſh without Interruption, ſo Time conſumes 
and devours us continually. 


Since therefore in proper Terms, our Life 


is nothing elſe but a continued Death, we 


| are miſtaken to name only the Moment of 
the Separation of the = and Body at the 
Hour of Death; for of a Journey we reckon 


the firſt League as well as the laſt; thus we 2 


muſt reckon our Death to begin from the 
firſt Moment that we draw our Breath, till 
the laſt when we yield up the Ghoſt. 3 
Beſides, our Taper of Life is not always eon - 
ſum'd by its own Flame; many unkind Blaſts 
and Showers often extinguilh i it. If our Lite 
is ſbort, tis no leſs weak and uncertain; the 
Body in which we lead a languiſhing Life, 
is like Jonas's Gourd, for if it be but movd 
wich a N and unwholſome Wind; or 
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touch'd by an unhappy Storm, i it withers on a 
ſudden, Jonas iv. 
"Tis to be conſider d therefore, that Dea þ- 


in every Place lays for us his Snares, as well 
in the Boſom of our tender hearted Mothers, 


and in the Embraces of our dearcli Friends, 
as amongſt our moſt mortal Enemies. His in- 
viſible Darts are ubiquitary, and as the Pal. 
miſt informs us, 7% Peſtilence walketh in 
Darkneſs, and en waſteth at Neondgy, 
Plai. xci- : 

Death ſurpriſeth us at Home and Abroad, 
in our Cloſets and in the Streets, in our Beds, 
and in the midſt of our Feaſts, and all cur 
Pomp. This holy Meditation caus'd the wiſeſt 
King to tell us, that Man knows not his Time, 


as 42 Fiſbet that are taken in an evil Net, and 


ar the Birds that are caught i in a Snare, ſo are 
the Sons of Men Jnar 'd in an evil T ine, when 
it falls ſuddenly on em. Eccleſ. ix 12. | 
Do you'defire, Chriſtian Reader, to undcr- 
ſtand the Reſult of all this Diſcourſe! Let me 
tel] you that ſince Death is certain, and not to 
be avoicca, and that there is nothing ſo un- 
certain as the Hour of it's Arrival; we ought 


ſo to live, as if we were to breathe the laſt 


Gaſp at every Moment. We ſhould not follow 


Death as the Malefactor, or the Executioner ; 


but as the Child follows his F a Be who 
TT him to a F ll, 


r IF 
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Prayer and Meditation on the continua 
Expectation of DEATH. 

ä Gracious God, in whoſe Power alone, 
® and at whoſe Pleaſure are the Times 
and the Seaſons; I know that tis appointed 
for all Men once to dir, and that the Grave 
is the Dwelling which thou haſt prepar'd to- 
receive all Mankind. We underftand ſuffici- 
ently by the Experience of former Ages 
that none is able to ſay J ſhall-live, and not 
ſee Death, . Thou, O Almighty God, our 
© ſupreme Judge, haſt pronounced our irreco- 
© yerable: Sentence in Eatthly Paradiſe, that 
wie muſt.die; ſo that J ſhould be guilty of 
the greateſt Folly, if I did not firmly be- 
+ lieve that J muſt die as others, and follow 
at my Turn in the Way of all Fleſſf. But, 
Lord, thou haſt been pleaſed to hide from 
uus the I ſſues of thy Providences, and doſt not 
ſuffer us to fee the Hand that marks out 
the Hours of Life. We can, perceive no 
Shadow to. diſcover to us the Certainty, 
* when ſhall be the going down of the Sun; 

* we know not at what Hour of our Day, or 
of the Night thou wilt eall upon us to ap- 
* pear before. thy great Tribunal. Give me 
therefore Grace, O-mercitul- God, to be al- 
ways ready to anſwer to thy Call, and to 
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© obey thy holy Command; that I may be as 
a Ship at Anchor, that ſtays only fora Wind 
to ſet fail; or as a Soldier who waits for 
the Signal to march to the Encounter. Give 
* me Grace, O good Lord, that I may be like 
the Good and faithful Servant, who expects 
* his Maſter's coming, and hears his Voice 
* as ſoon as he calls? or like the wiſe Virgins - 
* who were ready to meet the Bridegroom, 
and follow him to the Marriage Chamber. 
Since I am not to know either the Time or 
Place when Death will come to me, O that I 
* might expect and wait for it every moment, 
and at exery Place! O that I may live in ſuch 
a manner, as I were always ready to die. That 
* my Soul was always upon my Lips, pfepar- 
ed to flee away; that I were continually in 
readineſs to commit ĩt to thy Hands, O my 
© God, my faithful and merciful Creator! 
By this Means I ſhall receive Death with 
: Joy when it comes, as thy Servant and Mel. 
enger, and I thall foflow it willingly, being 
certainly perſwaded that it will lead me in- 
to eternal Life, and tranſport me into 
-* thy glorious and immortal Palace, Amen, 
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The Third Remedy againſt the Fears of Death, 
is to confider that God hat appointed the 
Time and M auuer of our. Death. 


W 


E are either Hypocrites, or we muſt de- 
ſire the Accompliſhment of God's Will, 


and reſign ourſelves wholly to it; for every. | 


Day we ſay t in our Prayers, T hy Vill be done in 
EFEarthasitid in Heaven. Therefore we can't 


abhor nor fly fo cowardly from Death, if we 

berightly perſwaded that God has limited the 

Time, andappointed theManner for ourDeath. 
Twill eaſily appear that God hath num- 


| bred our Days, and decreed the Hour and 


Moment of every Man's Death. For beſides 
what our Sezviour Chrift ſays, Ads i. Job tells 
us expreſly, The Days of Man are determin d, 
the Number of his Months are with thee, how 
haſt appointed his Bounds that he cannot paſs, lob 

ziv. The Royal Prophet ſpeaks to the ſame 
Purpoſ« in the xxxi P/alm. Samuel's Mother 
confirms this Truth ſufficiently, Ti God, ſays - 
the. who, kills aud makes alive, he bringeth = 

di: 1 10 the ä bringeth up, 1 Sam. ll. ' 
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In Short, whether we live, we live to the 
Lord, aud whether we die, we die tothe Lord; 
whether - therefore we live or die, TWwe6 are the 
_ fEord's,Rom. xiv. 
If it be certain that God has 1 the 
| Hairs of our Head, Matth: x- 'tis not to be 
doubted but that he alſo numbred the Days 
of our Life. And if a- Sparrow falls not to 
the Ground without his Order, how can it be 
that a Soul ſhall take its Flight up to Heaven 
without his expreſs Commiſſion? 
In ſhort, if Life and Deutb were not in God 8 
Hands, there would be nothing ſettled or con- 
ſtant, and the Prophets wo Id be often found 
in grievous Errors, and he eternal Hlection 
would be totally aboliſh'd. For if King Cy- 
ru had died, before he had obtained the Ring- 
dom of Bablon; how ſhould 1/aiah's Prophe- 
ey be accompliſhed? For he paints out this 
young Conqueror in his moſt lively Colours, 
and alſo calls him by his Name, //aiah xliv. 
And if the Devil, could have taken away St. 
Paul's Life before his Journey to Damaſcus, 
where he was ſtrangely converted by a Mira- 
ele, how could Gad's immutable Decree be ae- 
| complithed ? for he deſign'd him from his 
Mother's Womb, to be a noble Veſſel of his 
Grace and Mercy, and a faithful Ambaſſador 
of his Son, Gal. i 


, if the S x Separation 0 of the Soulfrom : 
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the Body happens in a different Manner, tis 
not without the expreſs Leave and Order of 
our Heavenly Father. Therefore when we 
fee the ſtrangeſt Accidents come to paſs, and the 
moſt unexpected and tragic Deaths before our 
Eyes, we muſt remember the Saying of the 
Prophet Jeremiah, when he ſaw the Burn- 
ing and Plundering of Jeruſalem, H bo is he 
that ſays, and it cometh to paſs, when the Lord 
commandeth it not? Out of the Mouth of the 
Moſt High proceeds not Evil aud Good: Lam. 
. „ . 
When we look on the Death and Paſſion 
of Chriſt, we may imagine at the firſt View, 
that only the Phariſees Envy, Fudas's Trea” © 
ſon, the Munity of the tude Rabble, Pilate r 
Injuſtice, Herod's Teſts, and the Cruelty of 
the Reman Soldiers were the Cauſes of the © 
Tragedy. But the holy Apoſtles Peter and 
John, to whom our Saviour had diſcovered - 
the rareſt Secrets of his Wiſdom, conſider the 
outward Agents but as Inſtruments to bring 
. God's great Deſign, Man's Redemption, to 
paſs; as we may read, As in. 
In a Word, when the Hour of our Death - 


is come, all the Riches of the World cannot 


pay our Ranſom, all the Wiſcom or Strength _ 
of a Kingdom are not able to free us from 
Death's Power. On the. contrary when it 
pleaſes God to ſhelter. and preſerve our Life,. 


— 
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all the Subtlety and Cunning of the Devil, 
all the Power and Fury of the World can't 
o 5 
Jarob's Sons had wickedly intended to de- 
firoy their Brother Joſeph, they were ready 
to imbrue their Hands in the Blood of this 
innocent Perſon; but by a ſecret and a moſt 
wonderfn] Providence God ſtop'd their Hel- 
lin Deſign. They inftead' of hindering the 
fulſilling of Joſephis Dream, were inſtrumen- 
tal to its Accompliſnment. Ty 
David, a Man after God's own Heart, fell 
into many fearfu} Dangers, To that he was 
reduced oft times to the very Gates of Death; 
but God preſerved his Soul from the Grave, 
is Eyes from Tears and his Fcet from fail- 
ing, Pal cxvi. ä 5 
Many Examples more of this Sort might 
be given. But in ſhort, when the Hour is 
not yet come, which God hath mark'd out 
and appointed to take unto himſelf his faith“ 
ful Servants; there is no Miracle ſo great, 
but he will ſhew it for their Sakes; he dries + 
up the Seas, he ſtops the Lions Mouths, &'c3 
Therefore ſince God has fore-ordaincd be- 
fore Man's Creation; the Time and Manner 
of his Death, at what Hour, at what Place, 
and by what Means ſoever God calls away our 
Friends, or ſtrikes at our Perſons tis always 
our Duty to poſleſs our: Souls with Patience; 
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20d not to ſuffer the leaſt repining or deſpair- 
ing Word to proceed out of our Mouths. 

If Death ſuddenly ſnatehes away thy dear- 
eſt Children or thy moſt intimate Friends 
complain not of its Inhumanity; remember 
| that it puts in Exccution the Dearecs.oh God's 
everlaſting Will. 

I don't with you here to have a Heart * 
'Þ lint, without natural Affection. Piety and 
| Religion are not barbarous ; the Affectidns 
that we bear our Children are not diſpleaſing 
to God, if; they be well govern'd and dont 

exceed the. natural Bounds ; tis: lav ful for us 
to be ſenſible of their Griels, and to weep 
for their Diſtempers, and to pray for the Re- 
cevery of their Health; but when God has 
called 'em hence: we maſt wipe away all 
Tears, ani ſay with David, we ſhall. goto them, 
Aut they ſball not. return to us, 2 Sam. xil. | 
The Maſter of a Family gathers as he pleaſ- 
es the Fruits of his Garden, and ſhall not Gd 
have the; Liberty to diſpoſe at his Will, ol an 
: that grows in his own Territories? 18 

Doth Death draw near to threzien thy. 
Perf; when it. has diſpatched. thy deareſt 
Friends? Be not afrighted at its Appearance, 

for 'tis not wle to anticipate a Moment the 
Hour appointed by, the Wiſdom of God. 

Hiſt, thou. lived many Years on the Earth? 

aſcribe not the Cauſe 410 che Conltitution of 
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thy Body, nor the Skill of thy Pliytciane, 
but remember that God lengthens thy Days; 
therefore come and caſt at his Feet thy reve- 
rend gray Hairs. 

Art thou threatned with Death in the Flows 
er of thine Age? fret not thyſelf with it, but 
remember that God only cuts off the Thread 
of thy Life, and puts a Period to thy mortal 
Race; thou haſt as much Reaſon to be grie- 
ved becanſe thou art born too late, as to be 
ſorry that thou dieſt too ſoon. 


If thou art ready to die for Righteoufacſs _ 


a violent Death, meditate ſeriouſly on the Say- 
ings of the Prophet David, Pſal. cxvi. Pre- 
cious in the Sight of the Lord is the Death of 
hi Saints. Ken thyſelf with an holy Confi- 
.dence, and fay 71 Eli, Sam. ill. "Ti the 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. Re- 
member always the Prayer that our Lord and 
Saviour offered up to God in his greateſt a- 
-gony ; Father, if this Cup may not paſs away 
from me, except I drink it, thy WW ill be done. For- 
get not alſo at this Time Thrift s Advertiſe- 


ment, He that loveth his Life, ſhall loſe it; and 


he that hateth his Life in this World, ſhall / ave 
it to eternal Life, Joh. xii. O great and glori- 
ous God, the Enemies of thy Truth 5 — met 
together againſt thy dear Children, whom 
thou haſt ſanctified by the Blood of thy Co- 
venant; but they are not able to do any thing 


but what thou baſt appointed to be done i in 
thine Eternal Wiſdom. 


A Tre er and Meditation on e Time bf 4 ur X 


haſt reſerved the Times and Seaſons in thine _ 


Name in the Book of the Living, but haſt al- 
fo meaſured the 2 of my Life, and ap- 


whether it be to live or die. O bleſſed 


ven, and make me Company for his Saints 
and eee Auges Amen. 


99444 of Death. 3x Gr 
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| Mercifut Lard, Sho doft e govern. al 
Things by thine infinite Wiſdom, and 
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own Power ; thou haſt not only written my 
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pointed the Hour of my Death; yet am 1 
certain that the ſame Hand that faſhion'd 
and form'd this Body, muſt alſo break it in 
Pieces. Therefore, my God, give me daily 
Apprehenſions of Death, Bite let me reſt 
upon thee, and then let Sy and all the 
Enemies of thy Glory lay their Snares for 
me, they are not able to do any Thing but 
what thy Wiſdom has ordained. O Almigh- 
ty and molt merciful God, I recommend 
untothee my Soul, as to my faithful Crea- 
tor. Here I am to accompliſh thy Will, 


_ pe oye ro he 


Death? when God ſhall takeme up to Hea- 


\ 


G2 n e the 
A Prayer and Medication upon the Manger 


of our D# 4TH. 


Gad the Creator of all F leſh, and Father 
"of the Immortal Spirits; I know that e- 
very Kind nf Death of thy Children is precious 
in thy Sight, and that bo ufer that ſhall hap- 
pen, hog wilt take care of my, Soul. As thou 
haſt marked the Moment of my Degth, ſo thou 


haſt alſo ordained the Manner of it. Tmuſt, 0 


Almighty Gad, repojemy/elf upon this wonderſul 


aud wiſe Providence, and. be contented with 


thy nncontrouluble Decrees. ' Yet, O Lord, if 
Tmay ſpeak, who am but Daſt and Aſhes, fuſe | 
er a my Soul tobe ſnatched away ou a Judden, 
. but grant me Time to commit it into thy merci- 


ful Hands: Yet,-O Lord, not as I will, but | 


as tha wilt, let it be done, Amen, 


A Prayer And Went on for one that dies in 
| 2 frange Land among In dels. 2 


My God and Heavenly F ather, "oY 
19 þ "grievous is this Tryal? Here Tam at 
a Diſtance not only from myCountry, and Friends, 
bat m-a ſtrange Place, in the Power of my E- 
nen ier. I have nobody to ſtrengthen me in the 
Faith of nm Saviour Chriſt. 1 am here amongſt 
the Adverſaries of thy Truth; who labour to 
. deflroy my Tutereſt in Chriſt, O Almighty 
Lord Suffer me not [0 loſe C 7 and 10 ä to 


Niete of Deach. KEE PT 


the preſent Temptations, but grant that I may 
with the Shield of Faith repel all the fiecy Darts. 5 
of Satan; this precious Faith which will van- 
quiſh the World, triumph over Hell, and de. 

Y rb Death in its own r Amen. 


2 — : —— 
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A Prayer and Meditation on the Death of: 2 
Peloved Perſon. 


0 My Ged, I am aſſured that there's 1s n+ 


thing certain nor unchangeable here on 
Earth, hs thy gracious Promiſes; therefore 
i becomes us to enjoy the Things of the World, 
ag not enjoying them. Thou haſt ſnatched cut 
of my. Embraces my greateſt Darling and moſt. 
intimate Friend. But, O God of all Comfort. 
pardon my exceſſive Grief, pacify inn Sighe, 
and ſtop the Current of my. Tears. ii. hy dot 
weep. for him, whoſe Tears thon haſt wiped a- 
way? Do I wear a'mourning Apparel 72 bim, 
who 48. now covered with a glorious Attire of | 
of Joy aud Gladuefs ?. Do 1. delight myſelf in | 
Darkneſs, whilſt be ſolaces himſelf at the Foun: 
rain of Light and Glory? The Lord guverand' | 
the Lord has taken away, grant me therefore . | 
| Grace to put an end to all thefe Sights, Groans . 3 
* and Tears, and ſpend my Time 10 8 in la- 
menting the Loſs ef my beloved Objett, but than. 
j W enply myſel 4 to 3 fr * Remy + 
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| eee cout of the World, but that the 
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val out of this earthly Tabernacle, into thin 
eternal 88 Amen. 
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The Fourth Remedy gain fe tle F, ears (CoA 


DEATH, i to di fergege our H earts fron: 
"the W od. 


Tu. Children of Trae! eure "Rp the 
Wilderneis, and went joyfully over the 
River Jordan at God's Command. The Cauſe 
of their Readineſs was this, an earneſt Eonging | 
for the Land of Canaan, and their unſettled 
Condition in the Wilderneſs. Death is tous 
the ſame in regard of our Heavenly Paradiſe; 
as the River Jo dan was in reſpect of the pro- 
mis d Land. From hence it appears, that the. 
ſtrongeſt Motives to oblige us to a Reſolu - 
tion of entring into this Paflage willingly, is 


do free ourſelves from all Things that might 


tie us to the World, 2nd to keep ourſelves | 
always in a Readineſs te depart. - 
For that Purpoſe, tis not neceſſary that we 


World would be bid d from us, and that 
we thould renounce all Vanities and untuly | 


8 


' PO OS 
CAS, he 5 * n 


their moſt tender Affections behind em. 


ww 


e 7b Deack - 
| Ack lens, ſo chat we might be able to ſay 


with the Apoſtle, The World is crntified to 
me, and I 7 the World. For there are many 
who depart out of this World, yet they leave 


The ſame Thing happens to many, whos 


ſe parate themſelves without any Neceſſity from | 
ö 2 Acquaintance of Mankind. For by this 


Means they give way to the Devil, 220 ex · 


poſe themſelves to all his Temptations; for 
that wicked Serpent delights: rather in the 
Dens of wild Beaſts, aha: in the Palaces S 


of Kings: When Satan intended to tempt 


Ebriſt, he carried him · into a Deſart- From 


hence we may learn, that ſubtile Enemy 
of Mankind has learned by» his long Experi- 


ence, that the moſt ſolitary Places are che Th 5 


teſt to lay his Snares in. 


Some cloath themſelves with kbit and wear 
at their Girdle a knotted Cord, whom the 
Devil drags to Hell with the inviſible Chains 
of Luſt; others climb up to the Top of fro- 
zen Mournains, and yet their Hearts burn with: 
impure Flames. In ſhort, ſome live in Appear- 
ance like Angels, and yet they are poſſeſſed by 
_ Legions of Infernal- Fiends others ſeem to 
have no Concernment in this World, and yer 
lodge in it alltheir Hearts. 
Under a coarſe Habit dwells oft: times more 


Envy, Vaoly, and Ambition, than ae 
F 3 
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8 Attire of Silk and Gola. Some pitĩ- 
ful Beggars are more loth to quit their Rags, 
than Sovereign Princes to lay down their 
Scepttes. The Galley Slaves are as unwil' 
ling Death ſhouldlooſe em from their Chains, 
as 9 — are to leave their Crowns. I 
are tormented with the Gout, Stone, &c. yet 

nevertheleſs deſire more paſſionately to lied: 
than, many that enjoy a perfect Health · Car- 
nal Souls feel a great Reluctancy to _ 
from a Body: falling to pieces with: old A | 
whereas they that are more ſpiritualiz Fa 2 | 
part willingly out of young ones, flouriſhing 
in their Strength and Beauty, 

We muſt not therefore remove out of the 
World our Legs and Arms, but our Affecti- 
ons and vain; Luſts. If God beſtows upon 
us his Earthly Bleflings, we are not to reject 
'em, but to >" head .that they ſhipwreck 
not our Faith, and that we regard em Yor 
more than our Conſciences. | 

The Honours and: Riches: derived: to us 
from our Birth, or that we obtain by lawful 
Means, are to be ranked among God's bleſſings: 
Therefore Eſther, tho a poor Stranger, re- 
ceived with Joy the Imperial Crown. _ 

The Riches of the Earth are not hurtful, 
but very uſeful and advantageous to ſuch as 
employ em well. they are powerful Helps to 
. 4rue Piery, and excellent Means to * God, 


4 * 
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and exerciſe our Mercy and ee ion ;. L. 
may ſay tfley give a Luſtre to the Zeal andi 
Charity of God's Children. But on: the Con- 
trary, Riches turn to Evils, in the. Hand of a 


brute and ſordid” Nabg), or a treacherous Ju | 
dus, &c. 


Now the beſt Diregions, i in my Oben 
fora true Chriſtian, who deſires his Soul ta 
be acceptable. to God, ro attain to the Diſpo- 
ſitions neceſſary for an happy. Death, are, 
Firſt, We muſt employ our moſt Conſtant: 
and earneſt Endeavours and Affections for 
the eternal. Advantages of the Soul, aud of: 

the Life to come.. 


- 2djy, We ovgbt to proceed, firſt to © 9 
for the Advancement of God's Kingdom and 


Church, that then we may have Liberty. to 
employ ourſelves. about our Own. honeſt 
worldly. Concerns. | 

3dly, Before we engage in any Work, we 


muſt pray to God to vouchſafe his Bleflin to 


8 
it, for without his Afliſtance all our. Labours 
are vain. — 


- 4thly, Our Labour mut be Sund miſtruſt- 1 
ing God's Providence, and we mult imprint 
in our Minds that excellent Sentence of Da- 


vid, Caft: thy Burthen an the Lord, and he ſhall” 
ſuſtain thee, Pſal. v. 


5thly, Above all Wien we muſt 1 5 | 
the Oe Vice of Covetouſnels? for that de- | 


x; Þ 


* 
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nies God's good Providence, and F ben 
Care. 


-6thly,.. If God. is pleas! q to afflict us 2 
Poverty, notwithſtanding our continual La- 
bours in our lawful Calling; let us endeavour 


to poſſeſs our Souls with. Patience, and look on 


Chriſt, who for our Sakes became poor, that 


we might be enrich'd by Bis Poverty. 


7th, But if it has plæas d God to bleſs thy 
Labours, ſo that thun crioyeſt Riches. thou 


muſt remember to poſſeſs them in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as they don't enſlave the. 

8thly, We maſt not only take off out Hearts 
and Affections from the World, and its Vani- 
ties, byt we muſt alſo be ready to leave em 
at every Moment, as ſo many Trifles. 

thy, If we happen to part with our Goods, 
Honours, and Dignities in the Service of Gog, 


and for che Profeffion of Chriſts Goſpel; i 


ſueli a Cale we ought to endure the Loſs wich 
a Chriſtian Patience, and an exceſſive Joy, be- 


_ <cauſe that ſuch a Loſs for 2 Tuſt Caule, will 
prove at laſt to out, Advantage and Glory. 


1 othly, Whilſt we enjoy our Goods, we 


muſt take Care of the Poor, and be bounti- 


ful in Alms, not ſparing, but liberal as far as 
- our Ability. Alms is a Seed that is caſt on 


A Ny but ts f rs nemo r 


Terror Ae _ 


| Taves 3 chearful Giver, and delights-i in ſuch 
Sacrifices. 4 
11thly, Finally, we muſt not only = off 
our” Hearts and Affections from the Riches,” 
Honours, and Vanities of this World, but we 
muſt alſo deny ourſelves, tame and overcome 
our Paſſions, and e our F leſn with its: 
Luſts. | 
That we may be able to imprint this good 
Leſſon in our Minds, we ſhould ſeriouſly cons: 
ſider in the firſt Place, that we are but Strang: 
ers and Pilgrims in this World, and that we 
have no laſting City, Heb. xiii. The Houſes. 
rhat God grants us, are no perpetual Dwell- 
ings, but only Inns for our preſent Convent- 
ences. | 
1 245. Gonkitics not t only, 1 beſesch ye, then | 
we are Strangers and Sojuurners in the World, 
and that wearenot fo inhabir always | in his. E 
Foreign Country, but that our 'Paſlage will: 
be but a fe Days, Rev. vii. We need but. 
title to nouriſh and entertain us in this ſhort 
Race; at the End of it we ſhall neither, hun- 
ger nor thirſt, and the Sun ſhall burn us no. 
more. 

Zaly, Conſider, that-we are not only. 3 
gers, but Chriſt's Soldiers, here, therefore St. 
Paul exhorts his beloved. Diſciple Timothy, 1 
behave himſelt as. a good Soldier in this juſt W ary. 
and to this * F. Wy 15 F aith, 1 Tin. Now. 
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he that goes to War, muſt not incumber him- 
felf with the Enjoyments of this Life. 
| athly, Conſider alſs, that we' are like to 
Soldiers who are engag d in an Enemy's Coun- 
try⸗ not with a deſi; ign to conquer and eſtabliſh 
outfelves there; but only to obtain a free 
Paſſage, having only an Intent to paſs through 
-unto our native Soil. 
- 5th, Conſider that this life is 4 Race, and 
the World the Place to run in. Now ſuch as 


runthis Race, muſt take Care that the Thorns 


of this World do not catch hold on 'em, nor 
their feet ſtick in the Mire of the dirty Plea- 
ſures of this Life: © 

Et hh, Confider thzr our Life! is a comiü⸗ 


al Wreſtling againſt the Fleſh, Principatities,* 
Powers, Oc. Now therefore if Wreſtlers diet. 1 


themſelves, and abſtain from moſt Delights 
to gain a corruptible Crown, how much more 
Reaſon have we to do the like, for an incor- 
tible and gloriops Crown? 
7th Conlidet that God will have us to be 
. to the Image of his Son, and 


that we muſt follow his Footſteps, as far a8. . 


be ſtrengthens us. 
*8thly, 1 judge that tis alſo neceſſary, TY 


we ſliould repreſent to ourfelves, that we are 
but as Stewards to God; and think that at the 


next Mom ent he may call us to an Account, 


ad require from us a Reaſon of eur Beha - 


vour, and take from us our .Enjpymentss.. 


A e . TR to-conſitler - 
' fruitleſs Labours that we are at, when we 
purchaſe the Riches of the Earth; for the Co- 
vetous and Ambitions commorily- tail and la- 
bour in vain; for when they! have labeur'd 


for theſe Vanities they reap nothing bu 
Griet and e 2 


107bly, Take Notice of the ſmall Satisfac- 
tion there is co be found in the moſt entire 
and perfect Enjoyment of the Advantages of 
this W orld. Tae like Drink, chat leaves 
us ſtill. . 11 2 
- 11thly, * | tha + 6s Tauren 
and Riches of the Indies, and the Pomp wid 
Grandeur of. the World, are not able to 
bring Peace to the Soul, OLGA ub 
led Conſcience. : F A 
12thly, We are to "cider nene gt if 
our Enjoyments have been wrongfully gots 
ten, as Gehazl's Changes of Raiment, they 
can bring no real Content nor Peace to the 
Soul, but rather fill us with a Griping of Con- 
ſcience, and with a fearful Deſpaii. 
13th, Conſider, that! tis poſſible tobe very 
indigent in the midſt of Plenty; therefore a 
contented Poverty is more worthy than Rich- 
es with Diſcontent. Nature is ſatisfy'd with. - 
a little, Picty with leſs, but Carctculilly.1 as 
no Meaſures. Us LF 


- 1469), Choline o Souls cat your Eyes on 
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all the moſt eſteem'd Things of the World, 
and you ſhall firfd that thei Poſſeſſion is but 
uncertain, and of a ſhort Continuance: for 
Riches have Wings to flee away as an cagle. | 
"There needs but the pillagipg of a Town, 
the breaking of a Merchant, an unſucceſsful 
Suit iv Law, G'. to bring theeto want. 
' 15thhly, Conſider that if theſe Riches and 
Honours leave us not in this Life, yet tis moſt. 
certain that Death will deprive us of all; for 
we brought nothing into this World, and Us . 
certain that we, can carry nothing ont. | 
16thly, Conſider, «that tis a great Cauſe of 
Grief, that we know not who ſhall inherit 
the Fruits of all our Labours, which we keep 
With ſo much Care and ref leſs Fears. ; 
__ - 17thly, Conſider well, Chriſtian People, the 
dangerous Effects wrought in us by the Love 
of the World, It ſtiſſes in our Hearts the 
Seeds of the Goſpel, Matth. hi. and hinders 
it from growing up to Salvation, it keeps many 
from glorifying God, and making an open 


Profeſſion of -the Truth. As *tis ſaid of fome | 


of the Chief Phariſees, that they believ'd in 
Chriſt, but they would not conteſs him be- 
fore Men, becauſe they loy' d more the Glo- 
ry of Men, than of God. | 

- 18thly, Take Notice that this isthe Paſſion 
that ſtops many in their firſt Beginnings of 
Fly 3 thetefore we muſt PINE” in our 


| 
. 


Mo boy that puts his Hand to the Plough, and 
doth look back, is fit for the Kingdom of God. 


Terrors of Death. 73 


Minds this excellent Sentence of our Saviour, 


197hly, This is the cauſe that many People, 


eſteem'd well grounded in Religion and Piety, 


are prevailed on at laſt to turn their Backs to 
God, and to make Shipwreck of their Faith. 
20th, Confider, that if theſe worldly Goods 


and honours don't produce in us theſe woful 


and lamentable Effects, they often produce 
em in our Poſterity. Many would live hap- 
pier in the world, if their parents had nog 
left 'em ſo much Riches, 


21 ft, Death is a kind of Sleep. Now as 


we can't conveniently fall -afleep, unleſs we 


{et aſide and korget all the troubleſome Affairs 
of the World; ſo tis altogether impoſſible to 
die peaceably, if we baniſh not out of our 


Hearts betimes, all the ſharp Cares that un- 
dermine and conſume us, 


22d, If we deſire to imprint in our Minds 


the Contempt of this World, and its Vanities, 
we muſt often meditate on the Excellency of 


our Nature, ſanctified by Grace, on the Wor- 
_thineſs of our ſpiritual Calling, and on the 


Riches and Glory of that eternal Happineſs, 


which God has roles for us in Heaven. 


Tis impoſſible to look on theſe Things as 


we ought, but we muſt conclude with the. 


G 


aa ths aa ro CA AO ure — — ——E—R - Vu 3 
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Apoſile, that the World with all its ple. 


ſures is not worthy of us. 

23d, Conſider, That God has given 5 
blime Countenance, to inform us to lift o 
Heaven our Hearts and Deſires. He has creat- 
ed our Souls, and given em a Spiritual Being, 


that they may take their Flight above all 
Earthly Matter. 
24th, We ought. to diſpoſe * to 
de part out of this World, by icaving our Pa- 
rents, Friends, and Eſtates that we now en- 
Joy. And if our Fleſh enquire of us, what 
we have left for ourſelves, ler us confidently 
/enſwer, that we have kept our Hope. And St. 


Paul tells us that that Hope is a ſure and un- 


movable Anchor of the Soul; piercing into the 
Veil, that is, into Heaven itſelf; where Jeſus 
14 entred i in as our Fore- runner. 
25th, God has hid in the Earth Gold, Sil- 
ver, and Jewels, to teach. us to trample on all 
the Riches of the World; but he has exalted 
the Heavens, our Spiritual Treaſure, that we 
might lift up thither our Hearts and our moſt 
carneſt Affections. | 
269, When Men go to live inanother Coun. 
try, they furniſh themſelves with Bilts of Ex- 
change. Therefore ſeeing that our Gold, &c. 
will nor paſs in Heaven, let us ſcnd thither 
all our Riches by Bills of Exchange, And 
that we may entruſt em with an Alſurance of 
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«notable Advantage, let us put em into God's 
Hands, who will reſtore a hundred Times more 
in his Kingdom. Letus now diſtribute 'em to 
the Poor, the Members of Chriſt's Myſtical 
Body, and Jeſus will then acknowledge that 
they have been given to his own Perſon. © 
27 1b, Laſthy, as the 1/raeiites when they had 
taſted the Fruits of the Land of Canaan, deſir- 
ed earneſtly to enjoy ſuch a noble Country, and 


their Abode in the Wilderneſs became tedi- 
ous; ſo likewiſe we who had the firſt Fruits 


of the Spirit, and a Fore- taſte of our Heaven- 
y Paradiſe ; let us aſpire with all our Hcaris 


to the Heavenly Canaan, where there arc : 


ſuch unſpeakable Delights. 


To conclude this Diſcourſe, ſecing that we 


have no laſting City here below, and know not 


our Hour of Departure, let us take heed that 


dur Hearts be not over- eharged with the Cares 
of this Life, leaſt that day ſurpriſe us una wares. 
Let us look with Contempt on the World, 


and prefer Job's Dunghill and Aſhes before 
the glorious Monarchy of Nebuchaduezzar. 


Let us always be ready to end our Lives, that 
when Death ſhall come, it may have nothing 
to do but cut the laſt String, by which our 


Soul is naturally join'd to this languiſhing 


Body. F 
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A Prayer and Meditation for Cach 28 prepare 
for Death, by * the World. 


Infinite Lord of A 227 Farth! 

thou diſcovereſt before our Eyes, the Va- 
nity and Inconſtancy of all Things under the Sun, 
that we might labour to attain to folid and ever- 
laſting Advantages ; give me Grace to. poſſeſs 
all theſe decaying Things as not poſſeſſing them, 
that I may trample on all the Pomp and Gle- 
ry of the Age, and that I may remember that 
after my Deceaſe all theſe Things will profit 
me no more than that Earth and Stone that 
ill cover my dead Corpſe, or the Wood or 
Lead that ſhall be given it for a Coffin Give 
me alſo Grace to be as ready, to die as to live, 
hen thou ſhalt ſend thy Warrant, O my God, 
who art my Portion, and mine Inderitance. 
caſt me not away with the Men of the W orld, 
hoſe Portion is in this Life. My only Com. 
fart is, that 1. ſhall behold thy Face in Righte- 


-ouſneſs; and ſhall be ſatisfied when / e 
- With thy e Amen. 0 
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CHAP, I 


The V ifth Remedy againſt the Fe ears o Deal 
is to forſake Vice, and to apply ourſelves th 
the Pradlice of Piety and Sanctification- 


AF the > 97 Rp who. has 1 ©) bs 


himſelf with following the Plough, lays 
himſelf down at Night in Peace; ſo'tis with 


a good Chriſtian, who has carefully attend- 


ed the Works of Piety and Mercy in his 
Lifetime, he ſleeps his laſt Sleep with great 


Quietneſs of Mind, and Satisfaction of Soul. 


Now if we are afraid of an unhappy Death, 
let us keep ourſelves from an evil Life, a- 
5 bandoning Vice and Sin, which- takes from. 
Death its Venom, and all its fiery Darts. 
For there was never yet any that lived an 
boly and religious life, but he died happily 
in God s Favour. When the Lord knocks, 
open unto him the Doors of your Hearts, 
and at the Hour of Death he will open un- 
to you the Gates of Heaven; he will enrich 
you. with. his Grace: and crown you at laſt 
with his Glory. Bleſſed are they that die in 
the Lord; but to die in the Lord, we muſt. 
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ewe Lord, that we may be able to ſay 
with St. Paul, Whether we live, we live to 


the Lord, whether we die, we die to the 


Lord; whether we live or tie, we are the 
1 
To perſuade us to this idigjous RY we 
muſt eonſider in the Fir/? Placc, the Com- 
mand that he gives us of loving him, of fear- 
ing him, of repenting of our Sins, and of 


n in his holy Laws. 


2. Tefus C brift is not come to aboliſh the 
Law, but fulfil it, Matth. v. Therefore in 
the New Teftament, he calls on us frequent- 
ly to ſtudy Picty and Virtue, as the 5th 


Chapter of St. Matth. Rom. xii. 1 Cor. xvi. 
Ss. T might as well number the Stars, as 
rec kon up all the Paſſages that call on us, and 

| rey us to an holy Life. 


God nat only commands us to o apply 


vurkbes to Aclineſs, Juſtice and Innocency 
of Life, but he propoſes himſelf as an Ex- 


ample, that as the obedient and good Chil- 


deren delight to imitate their Father's Vir- 
tues, we alſo might endeavour to copy out 
in our Hives the divine Perfections of our 


heavenly Father, and imprint in our Hearts 


His ſacred Image. Therefore Leviticus xi. 


he tells us, Be holy for Tam holy. | 
4. Meditate ſeriouſly on the excellent and 


1 romiſes that God has given to ſuch 
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as addict themſelves to Piety and good 
Works, as in Exodus xx. I few: Mercy unto» 
a thouſand Generations. of them that love me, 
and keep: my Commandments. And: 1 Sam: ; 
Chap - ii. / will honour them that honour me, &c. 
5. Conſider, that the whole World trem- 

bles at the Denunciation of the Judgments 
with which God threatens to puniſh all im- 
pertinent Sinners. As St Matth. xii, of eve- 
2 idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall 
give an Account at the laſt; Day of Fudoment.. 


6. When we ſhall ſpeak like Angels, and 


give all to the Poor, if we have not Charity, 
we are but like a ſounding Braſs. And if 


we ſhould be able to caſt the Devil out of 
other Men, 'twill avail us nothing, unleſs. 


. we can alſo. caſt him out of our Hearts, with: 
all the wicked Luſts he cheriſhes there. 


J. Conſider, that whatever ſhall be your 
Portion of the Advantages of this Life, when 
ye ſhall: come to die, ye ſhall carry away: 
ncither your Riches, your Honours, nor 
your Pleaſures. But if Faith and Piety be 
your Delight, you ſhall carry out of the 


1 World this ſpiritual Treaſure. 


8. Let us always have before our Eyes: 


the bleſſed Examples of ſo many Saints who: 
have traced us the Way to n vi _ 
| Piety and $999: Works _ 
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Footſteps. 
the faithful Souls, are but like many little 


filed and 


Glorious and ſo Holy, 


8. 


9. Chiefly, Let us look ty Jeſus the Au- 


her and F inifher of our Faith; for he hath 


left us an Example that we might follow his 
All the Virtues we admire in 


Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and a 


faint Image of his Glory. 


o. We are ſo much the more oblig'd to 


imitate Chxi/?, and to imprint in our Hearts 


his holy Image, becaufe that he is not only our 
Father, our Lord; and our King, but is alfo. 


the Blefled Head of that Body whereof we 


are Members; and tis not proper to unite de- 
prophane Members to an Head lo 


11. The Divine Spirit dieellirig upon our 


Heart, is a great Obligation to Holineſs of 


Lite. Know you not that you are the Temple 


ef God and that the Holy Ghoſt dwells in you, 


1 Cor. Iv. nd ſhall we be ſo baſeas to un- 


cover our filthy and. dirty Thoughts before 
ſo holy and fo divine a Gueſt. 


12. As there were two 'Tables ebene in 
the Ark of God's Covenant; ſoſeeing our Souls 


are his Sanctuary, his ſacred Commandments 


muſt be there engraven on the Tables of our 


Hearts, that we may ſay with the Royal Pro- 


phet» My God, my Delight has been to do thy 
Vill. thy Law is written Within me, Plat. Xi. 
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13. Let us repreſent to ourſelves contiranth 
* the great and many Obligations that we 
may have to fear, to love, and ſerve God. 

14. Meditate often on the Advantages that 
are common to thee with the reſt of Chriſtians 
and on the Bleſſings and Favours which God 
has vouchſafed to thy Perſon in particular. 
15. The Conſidetration of God's redeeming 
us, chiefly requires us to deny ourſelves, and 
conſecrate ourſelves to his Service. For Slaves 
don't belong to themſelves, but to him who 


| has redeem'd-'em, and paid their Ranſom. 


16. One Love muſt kindle another. The 
lacred Fi ire coming down from Heaven, muſt: 


 inflame our Hearts with an holy Zeal for his 


Glory. God has fo much Ae for us, that. 
be has given his only Son, that believing we 
might not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
And is it not juſt we ſhould love him above 
all worldly Things, a God ſo n and mere 
if e 
17. We 0 treat the body of Sia in the 
ſame manner as Chriſt was treated on the Croſs⸗ 
we muſt make it drink Gall and Vinegar, tear 
its Head with Thorns, bind and chain its Af. 
fections, and nail em to the Eren of - our 
Lord Fe/us Chriſt. 
18. To live in Sin, is to fruſtrate, as mch 
as in us lies, our good Lord, in that principal 
End, which he deſigned in leaving for a while 
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os Celeſtial Abode of his Glory and Immor 
tality. 

19. 'Tis to tram FY on the Son of God, 
and to render mneffectual the Death and 
Paſſion of our good Redeemer. 
- 20. Our Saviour was not only dead. but al- 

ſo buried- to teach us alfo to bury with him 
our Sins, and ſhut up in his ſacred Tomb all 

our Carnal Luſts. 

21. This Glorious io is riſen, and 5 
left his Sepulchte with his Funeral Attire, to 
teach us to riſe to a Newneſs of Life, and to 
leave in the Grave the Sin that encompaſſes us, 
and the Ties of our Corruption that bind us 
N 
22. Chriſt after his glorious Refarrection 
aſeended to Heaven, to lift up thither our 
Hearts, to teach us to live an holy Life. 
23. That there is nothing © in the World ſo 
lovely as Virtue. 
24. On the contrary, there is s nothing ſo 
ugly as Sin, that frightful Image of Satan. 
25. Faithful Souls weigh in the Balance 
of the Sanctuary the dreadful Evils Sin has 
brought into the World. For becauſe of Sin 
all Creatures ſigh, and are in labour till now. 
26. It continues ſtill its woful Effects. It 
grievesthe Holy Spirit, afflicts the Angels, Oc. 
e Sin that een the Devil, TT _ 

1 
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27. Lift up your Eyes to Chriſt's Croſs, and 
and you ſhall-perccive how abominable Sin 
Is; for nothing could be found able to make 


Expiation for it; Vet not to let it go unpu- 


n:ſh:d, God has puniſhed it in the Perſon of 
his only begotten Son. 
28. When you meditate on our Lord's : 
Death and Paſſion, exclaim nor againſt Judas, 
and the Jews and Roman Cruelty, but be an- 
gry with your own Sins; for 'twas they bound 
and faſtned the Lord of Glory to this igno- 


minious Crols, and delivered him to his E 


cution ers Hands. 


29. Conſider ſeriouſly the fearful effects that 
Sin produces in you: Have you never been 

ſenſible of the cruel Tortures of Conſcience 
awakened from a profane Sleep?“ tis a Pain, 
and Anguiſh that can't be exprels'd; tis a Rack 
and Torture that never leaves the guilty, for 


there is no Peace to the 1 icked, ſaith the Lord 
Ha. xlviii. 


30. On the cries] is no Satisfacti- 
on like to that of a good Chriſtian, who loves 
his God lincerely, and worſhips him in IF 
rit and Truth. 

31. If any Delight accompanies Vice; * tis 
IE 1 an Appearence, and as a | Shacow vaniſhes 

away. 


32. But che holy Joys of one charfear God, 
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the eternal Enjoyment of Bliſs in his glori- 
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and that worſhips him in purity of Heart, are f 


ſolid and laſting. 


33. The Worldlings become weary with 
the Accompliſhment of their Luſts, and are 


afflicted at their greateſt Succeſs. 


34. But *tis otherwiſe with them, with 
apply their Hearts to the fear and Service of 


God; they find his Yoke eaſy, and take 


great Satisfaction in the Ways of Rightcouf- 
nels. oy, 
35. Repreſent ro yourſelves thefearful Curſe | 

donounced againſt the Wicked and Profane, | 


Gen. xxix. they carry about every where 


the Marks of God's Anger and Revenge ; 
they are the Objects of his Hatred, and 


Odious to the Publick. 


36. But it is not ſo with 8000 Men; hey | 
are honour'd by God and Man, and their 


greateſt Enemies admire their Virtues. 


37. Let the Wicked be never ſo great and 
Honourable, their Fame ſhall periſh eternally. 

38. But 'tis not fo with good Men, their 
Fame ſhall flouriſh for ever, and like the Palm, 
the more Men preſs it down, the more it riſes. 

391 judge that another Means to draw us | 
from Vice, and to induce us to Virtue, is, the | 
noble and high Qualities of the Children of 
God, which he beſtows on none, but ſuch 
whom he has elected from all Eternity, for 


ous Kingdom. 


1 
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40. I find alſo, that this is a very good Re- 


medy to keep ourſelves free fromꝭthe Debau- | 
cheries and Corruptions of the Age, to ab- 
ſtain from the Company and Acquaintance 


of vicious Perſons; for as he who touch'd 
Things unclean, became thereby unclean; 
ſo'tis the Property of evil Company to corrupt 
the beſt Manners, 2 Cor. xv. 


41. Whereas we ſhould earneſtly covet 


'good Men's Acquaintance, who like the Se- 
 raphins, inflame one another to glorify God. 


42. The moſt powerful and moſt effectual 
Motive to oblige us to the Practice of Piety, 


and Purity of Life, is to remember that God 
is every where, and whereſoever we hide our- 


ſelves, God has an Ear to hear us, an Eye to 


ſee us, and an Hand to record all our Deeds, 


Words, and Thoughts. 


43. But above all Things, chink on the 
laſt Judgment, and conſider this laſt Day, in 


which we muſt all appear before Chriſt's 
Judgment-Seat to receive in our Bodies that 


which we ſhall have done, whether good or 


evil. Remember that in this dreadful Day, 


God will bring to light the ſecret Contrivan- 


ces and Thoughts of our Hearts. | 
44. Devout Souls, who ſigh and groan for 


your Infirmites, who labour to attain to Per-- 


fection, apply yourſelves to read and medi · 
tate on God's * Word with a * 


8 


„ 


86 Ke e r the 


on ; intreat God to open your Hearts 
to receive this incorruptible Seed of your Re- 


generation, and that he may give you a filial 


Obedience, Ads xvi. 

45. Take pleaſure to medirate often on 
God's wonderful Works, and to ſing forth 
His Praiſes. 

46. We ought carefully to attend at the 
publick Exerciſes of Devotion, and not leave 
off the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as 
the Manner of ſome is. 

47. We muſt be fervent and zealous, and 


perſevering 1 in Prayers, and other holy duties, 


and embrace our Lord and Saviour with the 
Arms of Faith and Repentance, and ſay unto 
him as Jacob, 1 ſhall not leave thee, until thou 
h1ſt bleſſed me. Chiefly, we ought to apply 
Gurſelves to theſe holy Exerciles, when we” 
feel the inward ne of the F * 
82 the Spirit. 

If God gives us Grace to overcome 
Sin, 404 mortify our Luſſs, let us take heed 
that we become not careleſs and * in 
good Works. 
49. To the Works of plans: in which we 
can't be always employed, we muſt remem- 
ber to add. a lawful Calling, for Laleneſs is 


the Mother of all Vices.. 


50. After all, we muſt ſeriouſly think on 
Death, and repreſent it always before our 
Eyes; we mult conſider our latter End, live 
ing * as if we were ready t to die. 
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Wonder not, if in this Treatiſe, where 
5 Pm to furniſh you with Remedies againſt the 
| Pears of Death, 1 would have Death itſelf to 
be a Remedy againſt Sin; For theſe Things 
are united and linked together, or rather they 
hold one another by the Hand. For as a good 
and holy Life is a ſafe Preparation to a hap- 
py Death; ſo Death. is a ſtrong Motive to 0+ 
blige us to live well. 8 
15 We muſt therefore live in the World vieh 
out being guilty of its Corruptions and Abo- 
minations. Bleſſed is he who has Part in the 
ſirſt Reſurrection, the fecond Death ſhall have 
no Power on him. y | 
Let us imitate the Holy had Wiſe. vin 
put Oil in our Lamps betimes; let us enrich». 
our Hcarts betimes with Faith, Hope and Cha- 
rity, and put on the Robes of Righteouſneſs . - 
and Holineſs. As God's faithful Servants, let 
us labour to accompliſh-our Taſks; let us not 
defer this great Work to old Age, when a 
Thouſand: conſequent Infir mities will hinder 
usʒ let us work hard whilſt 'tis Day, for no Man 
knows when Night comes; Death as often preys 
on the Young as the Old; let us be ſteadfaſt, 
unmovable, always abounding i in the Work of | 
the Lord; that when Death ſhall appear, or ra- 
| ther when the Prince of Lite ſhall call us to him- 
ſelf, we may be ready to give him an exact Ac- 
oount of our Talents which he had entruſt. 


* 
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ed us with, that we may ſay to him in Sin- 
/ © cerity and Truth, J have done the Work that 


theu haſt given me, I have fought the good 


Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, ] have * 


the Faith. O good Lord, I have nothing elſe 
to do but to enter into thy glorious Reſt, 


where thou doſt embrace in thine infinite 


Mercics all ſuch as overcome Sin and Death, 


and keep thy Works unto the End. 


A Prayer andMeditation for one who prepares 


for Death, by Repentance, and an Hoh Life. 
\ Ince Sin has brought Death into the World, 


aud rendered this. Enemy /o terrible to us, 


enable me with thy divine Virtue, O Lord, 10 


difarm it of all its firey Darts, and morial Poi- 


fen. In regard thou haſt prepared for me thine 


Heavenly Kingdom from the Creation of the 
World, grant me Grace to employ the Reſidue of: 
this Life in purging. my Conſcience from dead 
Works, in ſtudying the great Bufineſs of Santti- 


fication, that I may be in readineſs to enter in- 


to. that. Abode-of Holineſs, into which no impure 
Thing canbe admitted. Let me finiſh my Courſe 


in Sobriety, Juſtice, and Religious Duties. But 


chiefly let Charity influence my Afﬀettions and 
Attions, for ſuch Sacrifices are acceptable 0 
thee. O my gracious and heavenly Father, 
wouchſafe unto me all theſe Dit ine Qualifications : 
* to afpoje me for thy eternal Communi-- 


8 


* 


on, and for the Society of thy Bleſſed Saints that 


are gone before me; that at my Departure my 
Saviour may receive and welcome my Soul with ' 


a Come, good and faithful Servant, enter 
thou into the Joy of thy Lord. Amen. 
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to repoſe ourſelves on Gods good Providence 


Ome Perſons are ſo ſtupid, that they ne- 


— 


ver think on the great End of their 


Creation: nor know why God has placed em 
in the World; they imagine they were creat- 


ed only for themſelves, only to eat and drink; 


but the End of ſuch is eternal Miſery. Bug _- 
there are alſo lome wiſe Souls, that are conti- 

nually meditating on the Favour they have 
receiv'd from Heaven, which they employ to 


their proper Uſe, Theſe deſire to live only 
to glorify their Creator, and advance his King- 
dom, . fe So 
Ib Deſire of Life, with an Intent of glo- 
rifying God, is good and holy: but tis no eaſy 


Faſk to keep it within its lawful Bounds; 


* 
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ed Solomon, the wiſeſt and molt happy Mos 
_ march of the World. __ - 


go Nemedies againſid he 


for very often it becomes vicious, when tis 


ſtird up by a fond Love of our own berſons, 


which makes us ſo loth to die. 

But that we may be able to govern this vi- 
olent Paſſion that prevails ſo much in our: 
Minds, we muſt labour betimes to bring our- 


ſelves to this, to reſt on the good Providence of” 
ear. heavenly Father. Chriſtian Souls, meditate - 
on this excellent Saying in the 37th Pfalm,. 
| leave thy Ways unto the Lord, and truſt him, 
and he will direct thee. Thou deſireſt to be 


inſtrumental in the Service of God, and of. 

the Publick. Tis an excellent Defice indeed, 
but it belongs to God to appoint the Service 
that he intends to receive from thee ; he knows 


when to releaſe thee from thy Labours. 


Great Princes, who yield to the King of 


Kings a Religious Reſpect, that ſeek your 


greateſt Glory in the Croſs of Chriſt, ſubmit- 
yourſelves. altogether to the Pleaſure at your- 
Univerſal Monarch; and be not ſolicitous 


for the Things that ſhall happen after your De- 


ceaſe. He by whom Kings reign, and Princes 
do Juſtice, is able enough to enrich your Succeſ- 
for with the Graces and Qualities that become 
2 powerful Prince. For after David ſucceed- 


What il we leave our Children under Age? 
we muſt not be e for God. will 


* 


ſtrentben our Faith, let us meditate on the 
Life of Joas, who was but a year old When 
his Father was kil'd, and an infernal Fury 
ſought to deſtroy him: but in the middle of 
ſo many Tragedies God preſerv d him alive 
by a Miracle, and plac'd him in a glorious- 
Manner on the Throne of his Fathers 

Let us therefore not trouble ourſelves with 
Thoughts of the things that ſhall happen af- 


ter our Death; and think not but there are 


ſome worthy and able to ſucceed in your Em- 


ployments. When God is pleaſed to be fa- 
vourable to Kings, and to cauſe their Em- 

pire to flouriſn, he raiſes up faithful Mini- 
ſters, and wiſe Governors, as when he gave to 


Pharaoh a Joſeph, to H ezekiah an Eliabim, to 


Nebuchadnezzar, a Daniel. ; 
So. alſo. you faithful Miniſters of Je 


_ Chriſt; remember to ſhew the Example of a: 
| Reſignation to God's good Pleaſure, 3 2 
to your Doctrine. Let not Deaih cauſe you 
to draw back. Thou haſt, Brother, a will to 
glorify God on Earth; well. but thou | ſhalt 
3 him better in Heaven, with more Zeal, 
and leſs Impediment. Iis jultly to be fear-- 
ed that in ſtaying any longer Time in this. 
un wholeſome Air, thou mayeſt receive ſome. 


evil Impreſſions from the . general; Con- 


: 9 But when thou ſhouldſt have a. Thou» 
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preſerve / em; and that we may be a ble to- 


- 
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1 


ſand times more Gifts and Graces, WY that 
thyLabours ſhould bring far greater Advan- 
tages and Profit to Chriſt's Church, it belongs 
not to thee to give Laws to thy God, but to 


follow the Motion of his Will. 


Thus God never leaves his Church with 
out fome Teſtimony of his favour, ſome 
powerful Inſtrument of his Grace. But many 
'Fimes when he removes one good thing 
from us, he beſtows on us ſomething more 
rare and excellent. 'This Conſideration glads 


the Heart of Joſeph on his Death-bed, as ap- 


pears by what he ſaid to his Brethren, Jam 
going to die, but God will not fail to vj ſit you, and 
cauſe you to go up from hence into the Lani, that 


be fwore unto Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, Gen. 


i; For inſtead of Jo/eph, God raiſed up a Moſes. 
If 'tis the Lord's Pleaſure to leſſen thy Taſk, 
ſo that inſtead of employing thee in the Vine- 
yard, he intends to take thee up into his King- 
dom, to drink there of his new Wine, if at the 
Time that thou thinkeſt of ſowing with Tea 78, 


thou art tranſported to the Place where thou 


may'ſt reap with Songs of Triumph : If in lieu 
of the Oppoſition which thou muſt ſuffer from 
Sinners, God will grant to thee his eternal Con 

ſolations, and receive thee into the harmoni- 
ous Societies of the Church triumphant, adore 
his goodneſs and infinite Mercy. Calt thy- 
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ſelt into his Hands, and reſolve chearfully w- 
will what is pleaſing to him. 

You alſo who are afraid 1o leave behind 
you a deſolate, afflicted, and comfortleſs Wi- 
dow, come and learn this Leſſon, to rely on 


the Goodneſs and tender Compaſſion of the 


Father of Mercies, who never fails to comfort 


the Diſtreſſed in all their Afflictions; he fa- 
vours the Widow to that Degree, that he calls 
bimſelf the Judge of the Widow, Pfal. bxviii. - 


that is, the Protector of their lategrity and 


Right, and ſevere Revenger of the Wrongs 
that they ſuffer. | 


The ſtrongeſt Paſſion, 3 that which! 


; judge to be moſt apt to hinder a good Chriſ- 


tian, is that which Parents have for their lit- 


tle ones, eſpecially if they be in an Age un- 
able to help themſelves. But that this natural 
Paſſion may not tranſport us beyond the Li- 
mits preſcribed by Reaſon and Piety, conſider: . - 
well the Promiſe of God made to. Abrahams 
I am thy God, and the God of thy Seed after thee. 
Gen, xvii. But chiefly meditate well on, and 
imprint in your Minds that which God ſpake | 
to you from Heaven by the Prophet Jere- 
mah, Leave me to thy Fatherleſs Children, 
and I will give them to eat, and let thy Widows 
#ruſt in me, Jer. xlix. God is the Father of us 
all. but more eſpecially of the Fatherleſs, he 
l Compaſſion « on. . and provides tor all; 
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their Neceſſities. But whilſt you are yet in 
Being, exhort your Children to fear God, to 
ferve him, and addict themſelves with all their 
Hearts to Piety, which has the Promiſes of 
this Life, and thar to come. 

Finally, when your Life ſhall be much 
more uſeful to your Children than 'ris, re- 
member that our Lord and Saviour ſays, He 
that loves Son or Daughter more than * is 
wot worthy of me. 

Let us therefore conclude, that 'tis the 
Duty of a good Father, that fears God, not 
to reſiſt . nor to fly from it, heh the 


Lord calls. But according to the good Ex- 
am ple of the ancient Pattiarchs he ought to- 


end his Days willingly, with the Praiſes of 


God in his Mouth, and with Exhortation to 
his Children to love him, fear him, and ſerve 
him with all their Heart, to continue in his- 
holy Covenant, and to prefer him to all the 
Riches and Honours of this miſerable Earth. 

Telling them alſo, if they continue thus, 
that the Lord will provide for them, Rom. iv. 
And that he and they ſhall meet again in 


Heaven, for I am going to my F. ather, and your” 
| Father; to my Wes, and your God, | 
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A Meditation and Prayer for ſuch as are is 
any Command, who prepare for Death, ” 
truſting God's good Providence. 


4 King of Kings, and Sovereign Lord 
5 of & World! I adore thy Divine 
« Majeſty with a real Senſe of thy ſpecial Fa- 
« your, for having placed me in this honou- 
« rable Station; ſuffer me not to be puff d up 
vith Pride, or to forget my mortal Condi- 
tion in the midſt of all this outward Splen- 
dor and Glory. While I continue here, 
grant that I may ſtudy to promote thy Ho- 
* nour and Service, and treat ſuch as are un- 
der me, as my fellow Creatures, and thy 
£ Servants. When my Heart and Affections 
form their deceitful Vanities, that I may 
be willing to part with them at thy Com- 
* mand. Grant that my Succeſſor may have 
* the ſame Zeal, Love and Care for Religi- 
on, that he may be a Support to it, and 
* cauſe it to flouriſh more and more. And 
* now, Lord, receive me into thine eternal 
Mercy, andinto that Kingdom, where I may 
glority thee for evermore. Amen. 
Zu at. er aud M n for the F ather * 
24 Family. 


Ather of Eternity, J yield unto thee 
PAK wy — Thanks becauſe thou 
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haſt made me an happy Inſtrument to put 
into the World Children, out of whoſe 


Mouths thou may'ſt accompliſh thine own . 


Prajſe, and who may ſerve thee here below, 
and worſhip thee for ever in Heaven. Whilſt 
I have been in the World, I have educated 
them in thy Love and Fear: and now that 
I am ready to return unto thee, I deſire, 
O Lord, that thou would'ſt keep 'em from 


Evil. Let the Flames of Affliction render 


their Faith more pure, and their Lives more 
holy; let them bechaſtis'd with the Scour- 
ges 1 the Sons of men, but withdraw not 


from them thy Grace and Fatherly Com- 
paſſion: take them into thy Rad hy and 


embrace them with thy tender Compaſſion. 


J am now leaving the World, and my Chil- 


dren, without Grief, or miſtruſting thy 
55 of them. I am aſcending with Joy 

to thee, where we ſhall ſee one another 
in thy Heavenly Kingdom, where we ſhall 


| behold thy Face, which ſhall fill us s with 
* Plecſure. , | 


Terrors of Death. 13 7 


GGG | 


| OHM AARERREELE ES He ne 


NN e eee e > 


ca AP. XIII. 


The Firſt Conſolation againſt | the Fears of ; 


Death: God will not for ſale us in our ur moſt 
IPOs >. ef 


FAN i is naturally afraid of pact” Now 
the moſt of us are perſuaded that tis 
| impoſſible to die without enduring great Tore | 
ment; therefore they abhor Death, not ſo 


"a for its own. Sake, as for the Evils i it 


inflicts on us. 


That we may be able to drive away this 
ill. arounded Fear, we muſt veſt confidep that 


Death is not fo dreadful and painful as is com- 


monly imagin'd, The Holy Ghoſt call'd 


it a Sleep, and rhe Heathens Kc call'd it the 
Image of Death. Now Sleep creeps on us 

inſenſibly, and tho we ſleep every Night, we 
are not able to diſcover how it happens to 
us. Tis related of King David, that when 
he bad perſuaded Solomon to fear God: and to 
do Fuſtice, he ſlept with his Fathers, I Kings, i i. 
God is as merciful to many in theſe latter 
Days, to cauſe them to die in ſpeaking and 
calling on his Holy Name. I heir Souls are 


Ci, 
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not pluck'd from em by Violence, but of 
their own Accord leave the Body, and fly 
to Heaven with an holy Chearfulneſs. If 
you perceive ſome tortured with grievous 
Pangs on their Death-bed, they are not pro- 
perly the Pangs of Death, but the laſt Srug- 
glings and Motions of Life; for I can't ima- 
gine that at the Moment of the Separation of 
our Souls from our Bodies, we ſuffer any Pain, 
becauſe at that Inſtant the Senſes are then 
jull'd afleep, and our Bodies have no more 
Strength and Life to impede the Soul's De- 
parting. _ r 
Death is fo far from being painful, that on 
the contrary, it puts an end to all our Pains 
and Miſeries; and I'm perſuaded that the 
Diſcaſes that bring us to the Grave, are not 
ſo grievous as the Diſtempers that we endure 
whilſt we live here, as the Gout, Stone, gc. 
The moſt excellent Things are attain'd with 
the greateſt Difficultics. - To be heal'd of 
our Diſtempers, we ſwallow. bitter Pills to 
gripe and torment our Bowels. Bur yet the 
Surgeon's Hand, let it be never ſo expert, an- 
ſwers not always his Patient's Expectation, 
but Death is a ſure Phyſician, and never fails; 
the Succels is always happy to a Chriſtian 
_TT V 
That I may ſupply you with ſome Com- 
fort amidſt your great Pains and Sufferings, '; 


2 


the living God, P/at, Ixxxiv. | 
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my Brethren, remember that theſe Things 


happen to you not by Chance, but God ap- 


points them as his Wiſdom ju.lges convent- 


ent. This Perſuaſion will ſtop our Murmu- 
ring in the midſt of our greatelt Troubles, and 


violent Pains, 'twill cauſe us to ſay with Da- 
vid, I have held my peace, Lord, and have not 
open d my Lips, becauſe 't was thy duing. This 


Conſideration alſo will keep us from falling 
into Deſpair, and from fancying that the E- 
vils will ſwallow. us up. For the Evils that 
God ſends to us, are Expreſſions of his Love, 


and Patherly Care of us. Fot'as many as he 


o ves, he rebukes andchaſtens, Prov. iii... All 
Things indeed work together for goodto them 
that love God, Rom viti. The Difeaſes of the 


Body, are the Phyſic of the Soul The Aches 
which afflit us, are the Inſtructions of the 
Mind. For as the Gold ts tried in the Fire, 


{o the Lord caſts us into the Flames of Af. 


flition, that our Faith might be tried, and ap- 


pear more precious than fine Gold, 1 Cor. v. 


Take Courage therefore, and be not fright- 


ed at the Sight of Death. Thou ſeeſt a nar- 


row Paſlage, a Way ail beſet with Thornsand 
Briars, but 'tis Heaven's Gate, and the Way 


that leads to thine eternal Paradiſe; for we 


muſt of Neceſſity march through a Valley of 
Tears before we can enter into the City of 
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Finally, the Affliction that grieves thee, 
is not only ſent to thee for thy Salvation, 
and for the Inſtruction of thy Neighbours, 
but alſo for the Glory of the great and liv- 
ing God. For we may ſay of every Difeaſe 
that happens ro good Men, as Chriſt ſaid of 
Lazarus's Diſtemper, this Sickneſs is not o. 
Death, but for 3 Glory of God, that the Son 
of God might be glorified by it. 

As God is glorified in Afflitions, bed is 
| alſo honoured by our Deliverance. For de- 
ſperate Diſeaſes, and unexpected Recoveries, 
when human Skill can do nothing, declare 
to the moſt ſenſeleis Souls, that tis God a- 
lone can give the Wound, and bind it u 
and that leads to the Sepulchre, and. "oa 
back again- But yet ſome may like thele 
Conſolations, but when afflicted with a vio- 
lent painful Diſtemper, will cry out with 
Cain, my. Fife is greater than I can 
ber. 

But to aſt you in this Laby 1 you | 
muſt, Firſt, run over the 3 Courſe of 


your. Life, and conſider how many wicked | 


Acts you have committed, conſider the Num- 


ber and Heinouſneſs of your Sins, and you [| 


ſhall find that God's ane are far leſs | 
than. your Deſerts, _ 


. Conſider how many fas more pious 


than you, ſuffer * and * * 


Terrors Death. tot 


and have: not ſo much Comfort and Aſſiſt 
ance. 

. Caſt your Eyes on the Death and Paſe 
fog of Chriſt, who being innocent, ſuffered 
for us miſerable Sinners. Your Affliction is 
painful, I confeſs, but that which Chriſt has 
undergone for thee, was far more inſuffer- 
able. 

4. Weigh in juſt Sta all your Suffer- 
ings in this Life, with the Torments of Hell, 
which you have juſtly deferved. Compare 
them together, and you will quickly con- 
clude your Sufferings to be nothing, in Com 
pariſon of thofe of the damned. |, 
5. Finally, you muſt meditate with a. re- 
ligious Attention on the Joys and the eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſs of Paradiſe ; for 1 reckon with 
the Apoſtle, that the Sufferings of this pre- 
ſent Life are not worthy to be compared with the 
Glory which ſhall be revealed in us, Rom. vili. 
My Brother, caſt thyſelt upon God, fon 
his Power is as great as his Love to thee, 
He under ſtands better than you. or. we can, 
what is expedient and good for thee; in his 
due Time he will make thy Pains to ceaſe, 
and will pull out of thy Fleſh its incommo- 
dious Thorns; either he will drive from thee 
rhe Spirits that affli thee, or accompliſh his 
Virtue in thine Ilnfirmity, and with ſuch 
Patience, Conſtancy, and Faith, and fill thee 


1 3 


1 02 | Remedics againſt the 


with ſo much extraordinary Joy and Com- 
fort, that every one ſhall viſibly perceive, 


that God himſelf is thy Helps and that his: 
Virtue ſuſtains there. 


A Projer and Meditation for a a fich Peron, 
who prepares for Death. 1 

0 Almighty and gracious God! I ac- 

knowledge and adore thy Hand, 

© that has caſt me on this Sick-bed, ro puniſh. 

me for my Sins. I can't complain of thy 
+ Juſtice, but rather reverence thy. Wiſdom: 
and Goodnefs, F doubt nor but theſe 
* Pains will prove to my eternal Adranizge. 

in Regard thou haſt promiſed #hat all Thing 

by Hall ork for good to them that love 121 | 
] beſeech thee increaſe my Patience, Faith 
2 and Humility, that 1 may ſubmit to thy 


* facred Will. My Soul is unwilling to for- 
| fake this infirm Body, but thou. haſt pre- 


7 tor it a more laſting and glorious 1 


„ Dyclling above; put an End, O Lord! 
to all my Grievances, and; lead me- out of 
this rotten Lodge, to introduce me into 
—— thy glorious Palace of Immortality, where 
1 ſhall for ever glorify thee in the Com- 


. © pany of the holy r and ſanctified 
3 3 Amen. 
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fol,” tis the Meſſenger of our heavenly Fa- 
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CHAP. xv. 


The Gems C: be againſt A Fears of 
Death, I t loo on God as a'merciful Fas 
r and eee ben, 1 Ne N 


MI. are tacked as hildfen of God by 
Adoption, and the apparent Heirs 


of his Crown, but yet our Glory. and Dig- 


nity is not to be diſcerned during the: Years- 


of our earthly Pilgrima 0 beayenly 
Father Refers is hk to 1 * contempti- 


ble State in the Eyes of the. World, that we 


: mighr learn Humility, Ys and long: 1 more. ear 


neſtly for his celeſtial Inheritane. 
Let Death therefore be never ſo frigh Ut 


1 


ther; and if we can have the Confidence to 
open his Iron Hands, and look into them, 
we ſhall find gracious Letters full of Love. 
by which this Father of Mercy calls us to 
the full Enj joyment of our eternal Happineſs. 
Therefore Death ſhould. be ſo far from 
'frighting us, that its Arrival ſhould rather 
comfort us, and cauſe us to reſolve to fol- 
low him with 3 an holy Chearfulnels, Icon 
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feſs. that this great God before whom we are 


to appear, is cloathed with Glory and Ma- 


jeſty, and that at his Preſenee che arth is 


moved, and the Mountains tremble. But 


let not this dreadful Majeſty territy thee, O 


believing Soul, for this great God is full of 
fatherly Affection for thee. I acknowledge 


that God is juſt, but he is alſo merciful, d 


his Mercy rejoices our Juilgment. His Ju- 


ice is like an high Mountain, but his Mercy 
is like the bottomleſs Deep, Pſal. xxxix. His 


Compaſſion and Tenderneſs far exceeds that 


of the beſt Parents, as he him ſelf declares by 
the Prophet T/aiah, Chap. xlix. 


. Felt me not again, I know that God i; is 


good and merciful, but my Sins are too ma- 


ny to believe that he will vouchſate me a Par- 
don, and have Mercy on me: For I know 
that if thou doſt fincercly repent of them 
with a contrite Soul, Gol will blot them 
out. For God's Mercy has no Bounds, and 
his Compaſſions are infinite, Micah vii In 
mort, at what Hour ſoever we go to God, 


and appear before his Throne, he ſtretches 
out to us the golden Sceptre: of his Favour, 


that we ſhould obtain Mercy, and find Grace, 


and to be helped in Time of Need. 
Long and elaborate Speeches er Prayers, 


are needleſs to perſuade God to vouchfafe 


his Grace and 9 . in ſuch an 
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urgent Neceſſity. Tis not neeeffary that we 


fhould compoſe them with the Art and In- 
duſtry of human Wiſdom. We need not 
pray to God, as unto our Father, and weep- 
in his Boſom; we need but open to him our 


Hearts, and call ourſelves his Children; that 


alone is ſufficient to move him to Compaſſi- 


on, and to ſtir up his moſt excellent Bleſſings. 


Let the miſerable Slaves of the Devil; and 
of their ſikhy Luſts, tremble at e 
proaches, ang let them look on God as a 
dreadful Judge, Rom ii. For our Parts, we 
have not the Spirit of Bondage 10 be again 


in Fear, but we have the Spirit of Adoption, 
whereby we ex 2 F. 42 


3 


Prayer FR Ld Bo a Cleiflien. 
200 prepares bim/elf for Death, by reving 
Ou the /atherly Mere of TG. 5 
TY God Ad Cromion, 1 perceive by 
the Symptoms of Death, that 1 
« « Deporects is at hand, and I am funtmoned 
to appear before thy. dreadful Tribunal, 


4 The Remembrance — former heinous 


Sins cannot — me. But O mer- 
« ciful Father! thy glorious Preience is not 
© without ſome Tokens of Merey; 1 dare 


©. therefore draw near to the Throne of tliy 
Grace, from whence thou reacheſt to m 
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the Sceptre of thy infinite Goodneſs and 
Love. O unparalleYd Love! O infinite 
* Goodneſs; which I'm confident to find in 
© thee my God, and be Partaker of it, For 
though I am dead in Sin, by Death 1 ſhall 
return to Life Eternal, where I ſhall be ad- 
vanced to the higheſt Felicity. O my God! 
J recommend unto thee my Soul, as to a 
© faithful Creator. Heavenly Eather, into thy 
Hands I remit 1 3 Amen. FIR 


LOL io a2! 
& * | Tn") - oh ' 4 Ix > 
ere 
r N . 
eee Sone. — 


_ * 1 


CHAP. Xv. 


— 

The thirdC onſolation 2750 the Fears of Death, 
ii fo meditate continually on | the Death and Suf- 
ferings of our Eord jeſus Chrift, andto _ 
en the Merits of his 0 roſs. 
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Jy we daes to die with a quiet Mind, we 
> muſt always meditate an the Death and 
Sufferings of our Lord Jeſws Chriſt, and reſt 
on the Merits of the Croſs; for the Death of 
this Prince of Life, is the Model of ours, and 
the Fountain of * and Joys of 2 be: 2 
bering Soul. 5 
58 By looking, on thin pertect Blamble 
we learn to endure with an holy Reſolution 
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wad Patience; all the Evils and Pains that at- 


tend on Death, Lake xxii. 


2 From hence we learn that our laſt fours 
muſt be employed in fervent Prayers to God. 
. We learn allo to preſent ourſelves be- 


| fork God's divine Majeſty with Humility, and 


and to reſign ourſelves wholly to his adorable 


Providence, and to ſay with Chriſt, O Father, 
not as Iwill, but as thou will, Matth. xxvi. 


4. By the Croſs ot Chriſt, we learn to put 
our Truſt in God, in our ſharpeſt Pains. For 


Jeſus in his utmoſt Tortures, being deprived 

of the Comforts of his Divinity, pray'd, ſtepeat· 

ing theſe words, my God, my God. 

F. If we will die willingly, we ought to re- 

member with what Reſolution our Lord pre- 
pared himſelf for Death, and how willingly 

he commended his innocent Soul into the 


Hands of God his Father, when he required 


it; 0 man, ſays he, taketh my Life, &c. John x. 
6. In this excellent Deſcription of Chriſt 


_ crucified, we may / farther learn, that our 
laſt Words ſhould be, Father into thy Hands 


I commit my Spirit; which if we can't pro- 


nounce, e ought to expreſs with the Mo- : 


tions of the heart. 


7. In looking exactly into the Death and 


Paſſion of Chriſt, we may eaſily find how 


much we are engag 'd to yield up our Souls 
to God, when he | is pleaſed to call em. For 
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this bleſſed Death is the Price and Raviſom 


that he has paid for chem. 
8. From this Death and Paſſion of our glo- 
rious Redeemer, we underſtand not only our 


Duty, but find lufficient Comfort and Hope, 


and if I may fo ſay, 'tis in the Bowels of this 


dead Lion that we meet with che ſweeteſt Cons 
ſolations. | 


9 · When Chriſt g gave up the Ghoſt, the ps 
Veil of the Temple was rent from the Top 


to the Bottom, Heaven was open d, and a re- 
penting Thief was admitted. All this was 
to teach us, that by the Veil, that is his 


Fleſh, this merci ful Lord has always bis Arms 


wide open to receive us, and that he will not 
reſuſe us the Joys of Paradiſe, on our Repen- 
tance; thoug h the vileſt Sinners. 

10. My 59 — Souls, be not fri ghtened 
to o ſee the Face of the great Judge of the 
World becauſe we have ſuch an excellent 
Mediator between God and Man, namely, 
the Man Je Ghrift; who has giver hinſel? 
A Ronſon for all, Rn. ifi. 

11. Never fear the Devil, nor all the Pow. 
ers of Hell; for according to God's ancient 


Promile, the Jeed of the Woman ſhall Neu the | 


Ger pents Head, Gen. ili · 


12. Let not your Sins caſt ide into che 
An, * ene nor drive en from che An- 
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chor of your Hope; For God has ſo loved 
the World, that he has given his only Son, 
that whoſoever believeth on him, ſhould not 
| periſh, but have everlaſting Life. . 
3g3. Therefore when God ſhall draw near 
ro you, under Death's Veil, be not terrified, + 
ſcek not to run from him, and to hide your- 
ſelves from his All-ſeeing Eye, unto which 
Darkneſs is as the Noon-Day. For if you 
come before your heavenly Father, clothed 
with Chriſt, as with a Garment, Rom. i. you 
ſhall enter into the Poſſeſſion of that incor- 

ruptivle Inheritance, prepared for you from 
the Beginning of the World. | 


A Prayerand Meditation for a Chriſtian, who 
 fornifies himſelf againſt the Fears of Death, 
by meditating on the Death and Paſlion 
of Chrilt. R Sh 


O Merciful Saviour! who haſt taken. ou 
\ FJ mortal Nature, that thou mighteſt offer 
it up as a Sacrifice to God for us; vouchſafe 
me thine Aſſiſtance, now that 1 am threatned 
to be devour'd by Death ; for thy Death was an 
Atonement for the Sins of the World. This Death 
was difarmed of ail its Fury by thee, O bleſſed 
Lord! ſuffer me nt to fail in my Expetations ; 
4 know that noihing impure ſhall enter thy holy 

City, but thy Blood ſhall waſh and cieanje me 
from ail my Sins, O gloriou Lord, how do 


K 
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derful art thou, and how precious is thy Death ; 
the Atonement of wy Crimes, and Ranſom of 
the World: by thy Death thon haſt conquered 
Death ! my Soul then belongs to thee as to its 
Creator and Redeemer ; take it then to thy Cu- 
ſiody, O ſæucet Jeſus ; grant I beſcech thee, that 
1 may forever live and reign with thee in G- 
2 in thine eternal Kingdom. Amen- Ak 
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CHAP XVI. 


The fourth C onfolation againſt the Fears of 
Death, is to meaitate often on our Lord go. 


"Jus C briſt, inhis Sepulchre. 9 8 


M* naturally abhors the Sight of 


Graves. Some can't paſs by a Church- 

yard without < reſſing a Dread. But 

O Fool, "This which thou + weſt, is not quickned 
except it die. It can't flouriſh. except it rots. 
The Students of Nature inform us, that the 

Generation of one thing is the Corruption 
of another. On this Occaſion we may affiim, 


that the Corruption of this wretched. Body 
is the Means and Way that leads to a more 


- glorious Generation. The Sepulchre is not 
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ot the Seca Rendezvous of all Mankind 
but 'tis a 8 where we reſt after out la- 
borious and paintul Race. Therefore when 
Jacob was ready to give up the Ghoſt, he 
commanded his Son Joſeph not to bury him 
in Egypt, but that he might ſleep With his Fa- 
there, Gen. 47. 

Particularly take notice, Chriſtian Souls, 
that when God ſpake to Mojes from the 
midſt of the burning Buſh, he told him, 7 
am the God of Abraham, Traac and Jacob, Exod; 
iv. They had been dead many Ages before, 
nevertheleſs God names himſelf their God. 
Nou God is not the God of the Dead, but of the 


_— ving, Matth. xxii, Thoſe holy Men were not 


dead, in regard of their Souls, 107 they were im- 
mortal, and God had admitted them into eter- 
nal Bleſs. Their Bodies alſo, to-ſpeak properly, 
were not dead, but ſlept in their Graves, as our 
Saviour ſaid to Jur. s Daughter, the Damſelis. 
not dead, but fleepeth, Matth ix. Morcover we 
may juſtly lay, that the condition of our Bodies 
in the Grave, is better and more pleaſant than 
our daily Sleep ; for there we are often dif- 
turbed, but in the Grave our Bodies are at reſt | 
and chioy a perfect Sleep without Diſturbance, | 
In ſhort, there is nothing more able to re- 
move from our Fancy that Horror of our 


SGeraves, than the Conſideration of our Bord 


Vi, who | is interred to the Earth. as well. 1 
| K 2 
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as other Men. He has ſanctified that Place 
with his divine Preſence, and has made it the 
Object of our Deſires, and Cauſe of our Glo- 
TY. 
n Chriſtians, who deſire to baniſh from your 
Souls all Fears of Death, and Apprehenſions 
of your Graves, look on your Sepulchres in 
the ſame Manner, as if you ſnould ſee there 
the King of Glory, the Prince of your Salva- 
_ yet remaining afleep; for the Death and 
urial of our Saviour Chriſt may cauſe us 
with Joy to ſay, I ſhall go down to my Father 
into the Sepulchre with Jay, for he has been 
pleaſed to enter into the Sate of the Dead with 
an Intent to procure us a bleſſed and _glort 
ous Immortality. | 


C H A P. XVII. 
| The 22 G onfolation againſ} the Fears of Death, 


- is to meditate on the Reſurrection our 


Lord Chriſt. 


| A there is nothing 1 more grievous than to 

behold an inſulting Enemy, who is al- 
ways victorious, and whom none can over- 
come; likewiſe there is nothing more com- 
fortable than to fee ſuch a Pride caſt down 
and to triumph over bach an Encmy. 


| diser W N 7 
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From hence let us conclude, Chriſtian Souls; 
| as'twasa moſt grievous Afffiction to behold 
{| Death tyrannizing over all the World, ſo tis a 
great Comfort to behold this cruel and proud 
Enemy overcome by our Eord Jeſus. This 
Prince of Life has not only broke to pieces 
all Death's Chains, but he has alſo led it away 
in Triumph, and made it ſubject to his Celeſ- 
tial Empire. O Death! I'm certain thou can'{t 
do nothing without leave, and that thou can'ſt- 
not go a Step; unleſs he lengthens thy Chain. 
It ſtands, with Reaſon, that if this invinci- 
ble Lord, when he was im Death's Priſon, 
| commanded: over Death itſelf, and led out the 
Dead into an holy City; now that he is out 
of the Grave a Victorious Conqueror, he muſt· 
needs command with an uncontroulable Pow- 
er this dreadful-Encmy, —_ 
In ſhort, to ſpeak properly, there can be 
no Death to ſuch as are incorporated in Jeſus 
Chriſt by a true and lively Faith. For he that 
lives and believes in him, ſhall never” die; and 
he that believes in bim, 3 he Were dead, 
yet Jar he * 8 | 1 


114 Remedies. againſt the 


SOCOSCOCOCSSECLSOCLSHOCOCEOGEOHLLSL 
WSmNSDeerA Sm SOS RS RS SOS AR Hee : 


nr — 


| 0 E A P. XVIII. 


The ſixth Con, lation againſt the Fears of D eathy 2 
i the Aſcenſion of Fejus Chriſt into Heaven, 
and his ſi ft ting at the Right Hand of God. 


74 Is indeed a great comfort to behold 
a proud Enemy overcome, but our 
Joy would be turned. into Grief, if 
the Author of our. Freedom was but breaths 
ing his laſt Gaſp, at the Moment of his Victo- 
ry. But Death, our moſt cruel &nemy is 
vanquiſhed, and this glorious Saviour is gone 
to take Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Hea- + 
ven not only for himſelf, but alſo for us. 
From this Exaltation to Heaven, he beholds 
all our. Encounters and Strugglings with 
Death. Therefore he covers us with his Shield, 
and wilt not ſuffer us to be overcome by 


Temptation. He has an Eye always on his“ 
Flock, he holds his Sheep all in his Hand, and 


none is able to pluck them from thence. 
Without doubt, if the Anchor of our Hope 
is fixed in the Veil, that is in Heaven, where 
Jeſus Chriſt is gone in as our Forerunner, 
we ſhall not apprehend the molt boilterous 


ua far better for kim, Phil. i 2 ago: | 


Terrors of Death. 15 
Storms rais d againſt us by the prince of the 
Power of the Air, who works with Efficacy 


in the Children of Rehellion. 


| This great God and Saviour reigns in Hea- 
ven, he commands in the Earth, and in the | 
Deep, therefore we may die without Fear, and 


with an holy Joy; for who would not rejoice 
to enter into the glorious Palace of Immorta- 


tity, where we ſhall not only ſee the Patri- 


 archs, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, &c. but 


we ſhall ſee Face to Face our great God and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, whom ſo many Kings 


and Prophets have. deſired to ſeer'and hear? 


While we remain in theſe Bodies, we are ab- 


ſent: from this victorious Lord; therefore we 


rather deſire to be abſent from this Body, and 


to be with Chriſt. This Conſideration cauſ- 
ed the holy Apoſtle toconfels, that his. Deſire 
was to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which 


7 
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CHAP: xIx. 


The ſeventh Conſolation againſt the Fears of 
Death, ig our ſtrif and unſe parable Union 
with Jeſus Chriſt, by the Means of his holy 


Spirit, and the firſt F. e our Me 4 
mortality. = 


o 


1 Things dear are moſt @ Hrialy unit- 

ed by Nature or Art, are employ'd to 
repreſent this admirable Union, John vi. which 
we enjoy with Jeſus Chriſt, by the Means of 
his Spirit that quickens us, Rom: xiii. From: 
hence are deriv'd theſe Expreſſions of the 
holy Apoſtle, Ve have pat on the Lord Jeſus, 
Gal. iii. Ve, like ſo many Stunes, are built 


together. to make a ſpiritual Houſe, 1 


For the ſame Ge, our Saviour informs us, 
John xv. that. he is. the Tree, and we are the 
Branches. And St. Paul aſſures us, that if we 
are become one Plant with him, by the Con- 
formity of his Death, we ſhall alſo be one by. 


the Reſemblance of his Reſurrection, Rom vi” 


But amongſt all the Similitudess borrow'd 
to repreſent our Union with Chriſt, there is 


none employ d more ö in holy Writ, 
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than that of the n Body, for Were is 
none more proper for us. All the Spirits 
that give Life and Motion, proceed from 
the Head, and as ſoon as the Members are 
feparated from it, they die. In like Man- 
ner the Spirit that quickens us, and makes 
vs become new Creatures, proceeds from 
. Chriſt, ſo that whoſoever is ſeparated 
rom this Head, falls into Death, and eter- 


nal Deſtruckion. 


Theſe, and ſuch like Repreſentations, let 
them be never ſo lively and noble, are but 
dark Shadows of our Union with Jeſus Chriſt, 
by his holy Spirit. For the ſtricteſt Unions | 
of Art and Nature are diffolved by Time, ſo. 
that all Things under the Sun are : ſabje& to. 
Vanity and Inconſtaney. But the Spirit of 
our Lord Jeſus is the Principle of an eternal! 
Life, and the Seed of an incorruptible Glo- 
ry. Whofoever is united to him by this Spi- 
rit, nothing can ſeparate him from Chriſt ;, 
neither Life, nor Death, Hett, nor the 
World, Things preſent, not Things to come. 

This Spirit of Life is not only che Seat of 
the Promiſes of God; but alſo the Earneſt. 
of our incorruptible Inheritance, reſerved. for 


us in Heaven. For this hezyenly Image that 


it imprints in our Souls, ſhall be Part of that. 


Glory with. which he will crown us in his, 
holy Paradiſe, | 
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Therefore belicying Souls, you may from 

hence conclude, that the Approaches of 
Death ought not to ſcare or fright yon, be- 
cauſe that you have within you the Principles 
of a Life everlaſting, and the Seeds of a glo- 
rious Immortality, which cannot be + oh 
away from you. 
You are not only fore of his 9 and 
eternal Happineſs, and you are not only en- 
tered into Poſſeſſion of it by your Faith and 
Hope but you begin already to enjoy it, and 
its b. ſt Fruits. For he that believes in Jeſus 
Chriſt, is. paſſed from Death to Life, and 
whoſoever hath the Son of God, hath cter- 
nal . 

0 Chriſtian Soul! how ſhouldſt chan diſ. 
| pole and prepare thyſelf to die, ſince Death. 
brings thee nearer to thy Redeemer, perfects 
this bleſſed, Union, and caſts thee into this 
very Fountain of Life! Iaſtead of being 
frigbted at it, and gricved when it approach 
es thee, thou ſhouldſt then rejoice, and be 
tranſported: above Meaſure with Gladneſs. 
We lhould meet this Death with a chearful 
- Countenance; I mean, that we ſhould meet 
the Lord Jeſus, this merciful Prince of Life, 
who having vouchſafed to thee the Light of 
his. Salvation, intends to receive thee into 
bis Reſt, and glorious Peace, who reigns a- 
bove 1 in Heaven... 


- 
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A Prayer and Meditation for a Ciiriſtian Soul, 
which arms itſelf againſt the Fears of Death, 
by meditating on our ſtrict and inſeparable þ 
Union with Jeſus. Chriſt, by his holy Spi- 


rit, and the firſt Fruits i in us of our bleſſed 
Immortality. 


NM. gbty ak mertiful Lord write away 
from me the dark Shadows of Death, 
and quench all the Fires that it kindles in my 
Soul; Thou art not only dead for me, but than 
art pleaſed to live in me; that I might one Day 
live for ever with thee. Then haſt of thy pure 
Mercy choſen me for thy Child, and haſt' made 
ins a Member of thy n Body, Elefb: of 
. thy Fleſh, Bone of thy Bone, and caufed me 6 
be 4 Partaker of thine holy Spirit, aud haſt 
_ Touchſafed to me the firſt Fruits of thy Glory, 


that 1 already feel Heaven in my Soul, fince 1 | 


behold thee with the Eyes of my Faith; there- 
fore perfect in me the Work of thy Grace, and 
Sringian me at e 0 eternal n —_— 


_ 
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CHAP. xx. 


The eighth 0 . is to con conſider, that. 


Death delivers us from. all temporal Evile 
that we A Ju Her. 


ITY hitherto endeavoured to few how 
a Believer may ſtrengthen and comfort 
himſelf againſt the Fears of Death. But now | 


I ſhall labour to prove, not only that Death 


is to be expected without Apprehenſion, bat 
to be received with an holy Joy; for 1 hope 


to make it plain, that Death itſelf is to be 


looked on as the greateſt Conſolation and 
_ Comforter. 


That I may attain my Purpoſe, I- ſhall 


givc a ſhort View of all the dreadful Miſeries 4 


which Death delivers us from, and then I 
ſhall endeavour to paint out in the brighteſt 
Colours the Blefledneſs and Glories into 
which it uſhers us. 


Man's Life and Miſery are two Twin Si- 
| ſters, that are born at the ſame Time; we 


all know that Man enters this Lifc weeping, 
and makes his Exit with Sighs and Groans = 


5 the reſt of the Time tw irt the Cradle and 


the Grave, is no happier, tis but a contigu- 
ed Chain of Miſery, a Succeſſion. of Evils, c 


and 2 Sea of Bitterneſs. : 


1 ſhould compoſe many Win if 7 


| ſhould ndert to deſctibe perfectly all the 
Infirmities and Diſeaſes that undermine the 


Body, all the racking Pains and cruel P oF | 


7 that torment and rack us. 


Tis not needful here, that I ſhould make 


an exact and particular Deſcription of all the 
ſad and troubleſome Accidents of this Life, 
that are able to turn the moſt. flouriſhing E- 
| ſtate upſide down. Remember, ingenuous 
Reader, to run over carefully the whole 


Courſe of thy Life, and examine in the juſt 


Scales of the Sanctuary, all the good and e- 
vil Things which thou haſt found by Expe- 
rience. Ini one put all the Sacisfaions of 
thy Fleſh, and whatſoever brings thee any 

Content; and put in the. other all thy anxi= 
ous Cares, Griets, L Diſpleafures and Diſgra- 


ces. If thine Evils and Miſeries weigh not 


down the Balance, thou mayeſt eſteem . it a 
Wonder, and a Miracle. 


Tis not therefore without good Cauſe that 


the Preacher acquaints us, that the: Day of 
Death is far better than that of our Birth; 8 

our Birth cauſes us to weep, and Death wir 

all Tears from our Eyes. Our Birch ue. 
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vers that large Theatre on which all worldly | 
| Tra gedies are afted ; Death draws the Cur- 


ala, and puts a Period to all ſuch bloody | 


. Would you not laug h at a Workman, that 
ſhould grieve when bis Taſk is ended, and 
his Labour fGniſhed? Or at a Traveller, that 
ſhould lament to ſee the End of his painful 

ourney? Wretched Man! thay art far more 
Tooliſh than thoſe of whom we ſpeak, for 
the moſt painful Labours of a Workman, 
the moſt grievous Wearineſs of a tedious 


Journey, are nothing in Compariſon of the - 


Labours, Miſery, and Troubles of this lan- 
guiſhing Life. No, no, the Death that thou 
dreadeſt ſo much, is not the Death of the 
faithful, but the End of their Mileries, and 
the laſt Period of all their Torments. They 
may ſafely ſpeakin David's Language, Bring 

my Soul out of Priſon, that I may praiſe thy 
Name. The righteous ſhall compaſs me about, 
for than Halt deal bountifully with me, Plal, cxli. 


A Prayer and Meditation for a Chriſtian, who 

' comforts himſelf with the Conſideration 
that Death delivers him from rhe innu- 
merable temporal Evils which ſo N 
yy aſſault us. 


Glorious Prince of my » Salvation ! they 
f hg hitherto Pre thened me e ogainſt all 
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e Death; „gp Jebel | - 
10 afford me ſuch Grace, that Death may not 


 _ affli me, but fill me full of Foy and Comfort. 
When wilt thou releaſe me, O my God! from © 


this Priſon, that thy bleſſed Angels may con* 

vey my Soul to a beiter Place, out of the 
Reachof the Devil's Malice and Power, where 
#0 Pain or Grief ſhall ever approach me, where 
1 ſhall be fecured by thy divine Preſence from 
the Senſe and Apprehenſion of Evil, and be put 


in Poſſeſſ St on of an everlaſting T elicity. Amen. q 
VV 
ä 


CHAP. XXI. 


The ninth Conſolation: Death ſhall 4 1 
rum Siu, which we ſee reigning in the World, 
aud from the Remains of our. Corruption. Pl 


YHriſtian Souls, will you prepare your- 
ſelves to go to God? And do you wiſh 
— Death would comfort and rejoice your 
Hearts, inſtead of afflicting them? Caſt your 
Eyes on thoſe dreadful Vices that are ſo com- 
mon, and under which the whole Creation 
groans, as under an heavy Burthen. If we 
ſhould ſeek in theſe Days for Chriſtian Vir- 
tucs, where ſhall we find Faith, Hows, « Cha» 
Lz 
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rity ? Where ſhall we meet with Righteouf- 
neſs, Mecknefs, Humility, c. You may by 
this underſtand, Chriſtians, that the Son of 
God is at hand, for Iniquity abounds, Cha- 
rity grows cold, and there is no more Faith 
upon the Earth. _ WERE s 
But we are lo far from grieving at the uni- 
verſal Inundation of Vice in the World; that 
we ourſelves arc carried away with the impe- 
tuous Torrent of Corruption. Who is it a- 
mong us, that can ſay with a ſafe Conſcience, 
that the World is crucified to him, and that 
he is crucified to the World, Gal vi. 
No theſe Luſts that war againſt the Soul, 
are as ſubtle and malicious, as they are crueł 
and obſtinate : When they perceive us on our 
guard, they conceal their Weapons and Fire, 
but tis with a Defign to ſurpriſe and burn 
us when we are leaſt aware. For after a Tor- 
rent of contrice Tears, when we imagine we 
have expelFd out of our Hearts the moſt dang.* 
rous Lufſjs ; if we begin to relent, and open 
to them the Door, they burſt in again upon 
us with more Fury, and render. the Sequel of. 
our Life far more bitter and unpleafant. 
In ſhort, if after all the Exerciſes of Devoti- 
on we ſind any good Progreſs in Piety, we may 
then alſo perceive Vice to proceed out of our 
moſt glorious Virtues, and perfecteſt Graces. 
There is no good natured Child, but is 


: = 
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vexed to live among ſuch as curſe and re- 
proach its Parents; and if it ſhould happew. Þ} 
to be concerned unawares in the Offence,. 
or to occaſion the Death of him from whom 


it had its Being, it will feel an eternal Dif- 


_ pleaſure. Now tis certain, that while we 


” 5 * : Ol 5 4 4X 
live in this World, we muſt ſpend our Time 


among thoſe that blaſpheme the holy Name 
of God, and abuſe the Glory of the eternal 
Godhead. Moreover, Vice and Corruption 
are ſo univerſal, that we ourſelves offend 
this Father of Mercies and Compaſſions, we 
add Sin to Sin, and compleat the Meaſure of 
c 
Let us therefore conclude fromhence, tha 
Death is not to be feared as an Evil, or a. Ca- 
lamity, but that tis rather deſirable as an Ad- 
vantage and a Bleſſing. For Sampſon. reiviced 
in his Death, becauſe that he knew in dying» 
his mortal Enemies ſhould. die alſo. Now we 
have more Cauſe to rejoice in. our Death, and 
give God. Thanks at that Time, ſince in our 
dying we ſee the Deſtruction of all the dane 
gerous Enemies of our Salvation, as the filthy 
Luſts of che Fleſh, that put out the Eyes of 
our Underſtandings, that cauſe us to be the 
Devil's Sport, and to. worſhip many. falſe 
In ſhort, when Jeſus calls us out of the 
Grave of our Luſt, he will be moved. with 
i 1 3 | 
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Compaſſion for us, when he ſees our wretch- 
ed Souls dray after them the Relicks of Sin- 

Therefore he will cauſe them to hear his 
ſweet and comfortable Voice, which he us d 
to Lazarus, looſe them, and let them go. Let. 
them go to the eternal Manſions, to the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, to the glorious Companies of 
Angels, and to the Church and Congregation. 


of "im Fir born, whoſe Names are written. 
in Heaven. 


A Prayer and Meditation * a true C briftian, 
. whocomforts himſelf with this Confideration; 
that Death ſhall deliter him from Sin, that 
reigns fo much in the World, and from all 

Remains of this wretched E Jorruption. 


| O Moſt gracious: God! thou under ſtandeſt 
CF well the Cauſe of my Grief, thou Eno] . 
eſt that | grieve to fee ſo much Injuſtice and 
Impiety reigning this Day in the World. But 
that which chiefly encreaſes my Pain, is to find 
myſelf guilty and ſpotted with the general Cor- 
ruption, and my Fleſh ſtruggling againſt the Si, 
rit. Alas ! my God, how imperfed is my Piety! 
yet, O Lord! I find thou haſt not forſaken 
me, but haſt commiſſion'd Death to' convey me 
out of this troubleſome Abode, and to deſtroy 
all my mortal Enemies, I am ready, Lord; 
_ © when wilt thou ſree me from the Fetters of 


* 


Terran Death. 11 


Mortality, to aſcend up to my Saviour; who is 


ready to embrace me. O my God! I am weary 


to hear thy holy Name ſo often blaſphem'd. and 
to. fee fo much Iinpiety reigning every where in 
the World, Haſten, Lord, my Departure © 
hence, and grant that thy holy Leal kindled in 
my Soul, may ſerve me as @ fiery Chariot to car-- 
ry me up to thy Celeſtial Palace, where thou haſt | 
prepared for me an Eternal Manſs _ es 1 
bleſſed Inheritance. Amen. — 
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7 be tenth 0 lion iu he G aud Happi: 


nejs.of our Souls at their ONE out Wi 
_ the B Jody. e 


15 He were 3 er Rein nor Tor- 
ment after this Life to be feared, the Wick: 
ed who proſper in the World, might juſtly e- 


5 ſteem themſelves the happieſt of all 2 And 


if there were neither Glory nor Rewards to 
be expected after Death, the Righteous. and 
Faithful, who drink here below, Cups full of 
Bitterneſs and Sorrow, would be the moſt 
miſerable of all Creatures. The Condition 
of Beaſts would far exceed theirs in Felicity; 
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for they enjoy in Quiet and Peace, all the 
Pleaſures that their animal Nature is able to 
mh. RE 3 
But if we look to the Wicked and Unbe- 
levers, we ſhall' find that Death deprives 
them, not only of their Honours, Riches, 
Orc. but alſo caſts their Souls into eternal 
Torments. But for the virtuous and believ- 
ing Chriſtians, Death not only delivers them 
from many Evik and Miſeries, but alſo o- 
| pens to them the Gare that leads to endleſs 
Glory and Happiness. 
The Heathens looked on Death as the End 
of all their Aﬀflitions, but they have never 
taſted of the Powers of the Life to come; 
they have never had any Aſſurance of future 
Happineſs, the ſpiritual Joys and celeſtial: 
Comforts God keeps for them that fear him. 
and worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. 
Hitherto I have given you a brief Survey 
of the Comforts that may be gathered from 
thence, to ſtrengthen a believing Soul. At 
preſent I intend to deſeribe its future Happi- 
neſs; I ſhall, as far as I am able, diſcover that 
Bliſs which our Zouls enjoy, in Expectation 
of the great Morn of the Reſurrection. | 
When a. compound Thing comes to be 
diflolved, every Part returns to its firſt Prin- 
ciple: Thus, when Man dies, his Body re- 
turns to Duſt, from whence tis taken, and 


— 
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the Soul returns to God, Who gave it. As 


through a torn Net the Fiſh: falls into the | 
Water, where it lives and enjoys all its De- 
| lights ; ; ſo when Death comes to break the 


Strings of this wretched Body, the Soul en- 


ters into the River of living Water, and into 


an Ocean of celcitial Felicity. 


What Reaſon haſt. thou, Chriſtian Soul! 


to grieve when thou forſakeſt the Pleaſures 
of the World, ſince God will fatisfy. thee with. 
his moſt precious Delights? for in the bleſſed, 
Viſion, of his F ace thou: ſhalt meet with F al- 
neſs of Joy. 


If we had ved in in the — when our Lord 


Vas on Earth, there is none of us but would 


| have looked upon it as a ſingular Happineſs 
and Honour to have been admitted with Pe- 
ter, James, and John, when they went up to. 
Mount Tabor, to be Eyc-yunciſce of our 
Saviour s Transfiguration. 


But a far greater Honour and Fappineſs 
Death is endeavouring to procure us; 'twill 


_ uſher us to Mount Son, "will tranſport us. 
above all the Heavens, where we ſhall behold 
more excellent Wonders than ever the Apo- 


ſtles beheld on Mount Tabor; for we ſhall 
not only ſee this glorious Saviour whiter than 


Snow, but we ourſelves ſhall be transfigured. | 


with him, and cloathed with an exceeding. 


2 * We ſhall there have no more 
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Enemies to overcome, there we ſhall enjoy 
the bleſſed Fruits of our Saviour's Victories, 
and de eternally fatisfied with the celeſtial 
Joys that are at the Right Hand of the God 
of Mercies. n SY 
From what we have faid, we may con- 

clude, with the wiſeſt of Kings, that the Day 
of our Death is better than the Day of our 
Birth. For our Birth makes us Inhabitants 
of a miſerabſle World, but Death carries us 
into a Paradiſe of celeſtial Felicity. Our Birth. 
expoſes us to ſeveral Encounters, but Death 
litts us up on a Chariot of Triumph. In 
Mort, our Birth caſts us into the Arms of 
mn, but Death leads us to the Fountain of 

I need not cauſe you to take Notice, de- 
vout Souls, of the notable Difference *twixt - - 
the Death of Gad's Children, and that of 
the Wicked; tis as great as between Paradiſe 
and Hell. Balaam had good Cauſe to deſire 
the one, and fear the Conſequence of the 


oth Er. | | 


Conſider well, believing Soul, what vaſt 
Difference there was between the earthly. 
Jeruſalem, for which David was fo paſſion- 
ate, and the heavenly Jerufalem, where God 
intends to receive thee. If this great King 
was fo deſirous to hear the Leviter ſing the 
Praiſes of God with their Tongues and mu- 


* / 
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Sa Inſtramente; how much more paſſion- 
we rad ws hen hear the Harmonies of 


1] Heaven, and the celeſtial Hymns of the holy 


Angels, Archangels Cherubims, Seraphims, 
of all the olonfied Saints, who have in their 
Mouths every one a new Song, the Song, of 
Moſes, and of the Lamb. | 
Religious Soul! caſt off this ſpatted Gar- 
ment I the Fleſh, and ſo much the more 
chearfully, becauſe God holds out in his Hand 
a Garment of Light and Glory, which he 
will beſtow on-thee, 
If after all this, O Chriſlian! thou FRY 
ſt of the Felicity and Glory of ſuch as die 


in the Ldrd Jeſus, read what an Apoſtle ſays, 


2 Cor. v. who was himſelf raviſhed up into 
the third Heaven, where he beheld in this 
_ glorious Place unſpeakable Things O 
So therefore, believing Soul, go wth 
Joy and Gladneſs to this great God that calls 
thee. Go into the glorious ( — of —4 
gels and bleſſed Spirits. Ta 
ode beautiful — of Lig * wi N 
thy heavenly Father will hack thy Naked- 
nels, and accept his immortal Crown that 


he offers to thee. Go and behold the Face 


of the Father of Lights, be happy with his 


divine Reſgmblance, and be tran ormed | += | 


to his i nage. 


* oh 
2 


Soul, thou knoweſt that Thave wholly reſigned 


already Jenſi! ible of that' Foy, that. expect ry in 
- thy Preſence. | 
*my Lord Jeſus ready to receive me. Into thy 


| Ronde es en, 2 


A: pray yer 1103 Meditation of a Chriſtian Soul 
8 for its Departure out of the Bo- 
dy, and comforting itſelf in the Contem- 


plation of the Glory and Felicity of * 
n 


God the ir of my Being. bbs Pe 
all the Motions and Diſpoſitions of my 


myſelf into thy Hands, and de ſire nothing elſe 
but to depend on thy good Plequre. 8 Vit 
Lord,- for thy Shrink? heareth; here I am to 


4 thy Will, 0 God. I doubt not of thy gra- 
cious Reception, 
A groe the Crown of Life" to all juch as perſe- 
vere in thy Faith and Fear. O- 


ſince thou ' haſt promiſed to 


ſtrengthen 
me with thy holy Spirit to vanquifh this laſt E- 
flemy Deuth; that I may find by it a Dee 
to thy eternal Glory and Happineſs. I am 


1 fee: the Heavens open, and 


Hanudt I commit my ++ 4+" FE 2 png re- 
deemed it. Amen. el . 


S ᷣͤ VT 


S CAXEE 


c H A P. XXIII. 


$ : The eleventh C onfolation ; the glorious Re 
| redivn of our Bodies, 


M A N can't be aid to be altogether of . 


a Spiritual Nature, as the holy Angels; 


nor a fingle Body, as the Sun and the ä 
Stars; but he is made up of both. There- 


fore if our Souls wiſh to depart out of this 
Farthly Tabernacle, tis not out of any hat- 


red, but becanſe of the Corruption to which 
Sin has enthral'd it. Vet it is an undoubted | 


Truth, that unleſs the Body. partakes of the 


fame Felicity and Glory as the Soul, Man 
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can't be ſaid to be perfectly Happy. There- I 


fore if we will render our Joy accompliſhed, 
we apply an effectual Comfort to our Souls, 
we muſt nouriſh this pleaſant Aſſurance, that 
as our Body falls down by Death, ſo it ſhall 
riſe again one Day at the general Reſurrection. 


But while Human Reaſon remains in its 
Natural Ignorance, it can'c of itſelf find out 


this glorious Myſtery. But as ſoon as tis en. 


* with the * from * it Cs 


l 


* 
N 
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vers its moſt enbstkable Circumſtances, and 
acknowledges the Juſtice and Neceſſity ol the 
future Reſurrection of our Bodies. 

, Since Rewards and Puniſhments "Me 
to be proportionable to him, who is to be pu. 
niſh'd or rewarded, we maſt of neceſſity be. 
lieve the ReſurreRticn of our Bodies ; a 
wiſe the Pains of the Wicked can't be ex- 


tream, nor the Felicity of the Godly never 
be perfect. 


20 „The Body is the Inſtrument em ploy. 
ed by the Wicked againſt God, and it allo en- 
courages and hurries them on in Sin. For 
its Humours ſtir it up, inflame and carry it to 
evil Acts. Therefore it ought to be eternally 
punithed with the Soul in Hell-Fire. | 
3aly, We ſay that Chriſt is no leſs able to 
fave us, than Adam was to deſtroy us. Now . 
Adam having loſt both Soul and Body, we 
muſt conclude, that it belongs to Chriſt to 
fave em both. Therefore the Body is to 
Tie again, that it may partake of the Salva- 
tion procur'd to us by this great Saviour. 
476%, God has not made a Covenant with 
part of Man, but with all Man, compo:'d 
of Soul and Body:the Body theretore muſt 
needs riſe again. that it may partake of the 
eternal Fruits of Glory and Felicity, which 
are promisd to us by his Divine Covenant. 
--5thfy, If we conſider Death in itſelf, we 


— — 
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mall find it to be the Wages of Sin, and a 

Puniſhment of our Crimes. Now Jeſus Chriſt 
has paid' for us theſe Wages on the Croſs. 


We may therefore conclude, that Death may 
be deſtroyed in reſpect of Believers, and that 


__ their Bodies muſt . rife again. 


thy, And finally, ſince whatſoever God 
has appointed in his eternal Counſel, muſt be 
_ fulfilled in Time, and ſince he creamed our 
Souls not to be alone, but to live in Compa- 
ny with the Body, therefore this Body which, 
falls down by Death, muſt needs riſe again 
at the Refarredtion, that the Immortal Soul 
may return to, and dwell with it for ever. 
_ To ſay that the Reſurrection of our Bodies 
is impoſſible, is the greateſt and moſt abomi- 
nable Atheiſm. in the World. 'Tis Impu- 
dence to deny the infinite Power of God, 
and the ſacred Hiſtory of the World's Cre- 
ation. For if Things are in their Beings, as 
they are in their Workings, and if Operati- 
ons are correſpondent. to their Natures, we 


muſt of Neceſſity conclude, that if there be ; 


a God of an Infinite Being, he muſt needs 
have a Power anfwerable ro his Being and 
by conſequence, that this Almighty God may 
without Difficulty raiſe the Dead. 

Some may enquire further, when mall this. 

Reſärrectiod be? I anſwer, that it ſhall be in 

the * which God has appointed to 0 judge I 
: M 2 


3 
3 
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all the World in, by the Man whom he 3 : 


ordained, Ad, xxvii. You are not to expect 
from me; Chriſtians, that I ſhould point out 
to you preciſely the Day when this ſhall come 
to paſs, for it belongs 88 to us to know the 
Ti imes and the Seaſons which God has reſer- 
ved to himſelf. 'Tis true we may ſee that 
moſt Part of the Prophecies are already ful 
filled, fo that we may ſay in general Terms, 
The Lord is at hand, and our Salvation is neur- 
er than when we believed Rom. xi. 
Others may alſo enquire, what ſhall rife 
from the Dead? I anſwer, the ſame Body 
which falls by Death; for if God ſhould 


make a new Body to join it to our Souls, 


eꝛtwould be no more a Reſurrectien, but rather 
a2 New Creation. Therefore if I may make 
uſe of the Terms of Divines, it ſhalk not on- 
1 * be the fame Body, but the fame Individu 
21. 2 
Some may enquire further, in what Man- 
ner ſhall this Reſurrection be? I anſwer, that 
our Lord and Saviour ſhall come down from 
Heaven, clothed with Glory, and attended by 
the Angels of his Power, and Millions of his | 
Saints. the ſhall be preceded by the Cry of the 
Arch-Angel and the Trumpet of God ; for 
the Trumpet ſhall ſound, 15 the Bodies ot 
the Impriſoned ſhall go out, the Wicked to 
receive their — Sentence of eternal Tor- 
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ments, and the Bleſſed to be taken with Chriſt 
and his holy Angels into Bliſs eternal. 

Some may yet enquire what manner of 
Bodies the Children of God ſhall have after 
they are riſen from the Dead? I anſwer that 
their Subſtance ſhall be the ſame which they 
had before Death; they ſhall not be ima- 
ginary, but true human Bodies compoſed ob 

'Fleſh and Bones. They ſhall be able to 
ſpeak in the Language of our Redeemer; 
F. Feel and ſee ; a Spirit hath neither Fleſh nor 
Bones, as ye ſee that ] have. Theſe glorified 
Bodies ſhall never corrupt nor * but 
ſhall be for ever uncorruptible; therefore St _ 
Paul aſſures us, That this Corruptible muſt 


put on Incorruption. In ſhort to make us 
ſenſible that our Bodies ſhall put on all the 


richeſt and moſt noble Qualities that can be 


imagin'd; and to expreſs all in a Word, the 
HFoly Ghoſt aſſures us that they ſhall bea 
the Image of God, and be made conformable. 
10 His glorious Body. W 1 
Now that we have treated ſafitiently 4 
ſuch as ſhall riſe from their Graves it renal 5 
that we take a View of them whoſe Bodies 
ſhall never be laid in the Duſt, but ſhall be 
alive at Chriſt's coming down rom Heaven; 
concerning this St. Paul informs us ſomes - 
thing in 1 Cor. xv. From hence I-conceive 


4 _ that this great Change, which. all. be m 


* 


28 
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ia the bodies that ſhall be then alive, ſhall be 


a kind of Death; for Chriſt will deſtroy alto- 
gether in em all Corruption. And whenhe ſhalt. 


Change the Bodies of the Reprobates, he will 


make them like to the Reprobates, whom he 
Hall fetch out of their Graves. They ſhall be 


both render d Immortal, the one to be torment - 
ed and the other to enjoy perpetual Felicity. 


Chriſtians be not grieved when Death in- 


tends to lay you in the Duſt, for what you 


loſe at preſent, you ſhall find again at the great 
Day of the Reſurrection. There is none but 
would be glad to lay himſelf down to ſleep, 


and pull off his Garments willingly, if he } 
were certain to be more healthy, and to find 
bis Garments more beautiful in the Morning, 


Sleep quietly-then, faithful Soul, in Chriſt's. 
Boſom, for when thou fhalt awake at the 


Sound of the Arch Angel's Frumpet, thou 
malt put on Immortality, and find this Gar- 
ment whiter than Snow; what deſireſt thou | 


more, Chriſtian Soul, for thy Comfort ? What 


Addition can there be made to thy happineſs, 


ſince thou art led by Death to the Fruition 
of eternal Joys, and endleſs Pleaſures in Para- 
E 

Leet therefore thy Heart rejoice, thy Tongue 


- be glad, and thy Fleſh reſt in Hope, for the 
Lord will not leave thecalways in the Grave, 
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but will ſhortly y come down himſelf from Hea- 
ven to tranſpott thee thither. 


A Prayer and Meditation of a Chriſtion, wh 


bejng ready to depart out of the World, com © 
Jorts- himſelf with an Aſſurance and Expec- 
= of the 8 1 his Bo- 
Bit 


oy God! who haft clit my 
F vile Body to bea Temple of the 
Holy Ghoft, and a noble P Pavilion of thy 
_ + God head, to participate with ihe Soul 
© in the eternal Happineſs of thy Kingdom: 
421 feel my Strength failing me and am cer- 
6 tain = I ſhall be reduced to Duſt. Bur, 
Lord, I am fufficiently comforted with the 
« Knowleds e that if the outward Man decays 
the 1 is renewed Day by Day; if this 
_ * wretched Body falls down by Death, thou 
wilt raiſe it up again at the general Refur- | 
* retion. And tho” this ſame Body is con. 
_ © Jemn'd to rot in a Tomb, I'm certain t al 
* one Day ſhine in thy Celeſtial Palace. 1 3 
am ready, Lord, to depart hence, my Breath | 
„ fails me, and Death appears before me, 
Wl * threatening to ſtrike the final Stroke, bu 


by 


* norwithſtanding all Difficulties and Objec- - | 


 __ * tions, I know 1 ſhall rile again to behold 
— thy 3 and . 4 


9 
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CHAP. xxXIV. 


T he twelfth Conſolation ; the Deſtruction of Death, 

and the eternal and moſt bleſſed Life which'we 

Hall enjoy both in Soul and Body aſter our Re- 
furrettion, e . = 


\ \ E have. ſufficiently treated of that Happi- 
WY neſs which is prepared tor our Souls at 
their departure from the Bodies, and of the glo- 
rious Reſurrection promiſed to theſe Bodies, when 
_ Ehriſt ſhall come down from Heaven in his Glo- 
xy to judge the Quick and the Dead. It ſeems 
that we have nothing now to do, but to end this 
Work with as perfect a Picture as can be drawa 
of the eternal Glory and Felicity which we ex- 
ett to enjoy both in Soul and Body after the Re- 
ſurrection. But firſt I may ſay ſomething of the 
entire Dęſtruction of all our Enemies, and reprer 
tent to you the final Overthrow of Death. 
When Jeſus Chriſt ſhall appear again to judge 
the World in Righteouſneſs, he ſhall ſit on a moſt 
ſplendid Throne, he ſhall fend forth his Angels, 
who ſhall gather together the Elect. The Sight. 
of this glorious Saviour ſhall then fill us with an 
unſpeakable Joy. But the Wicked ſhall lament 
and ſtrike their Breaſts in Deſpair, they ſhall call 
on the Mountains and Rocks to fall on them, Kev, 
vi. Then the Lord ſhall bring to light the hid- 
den Things of Darkneſs, and make manifeſt the 
Thoughts of the Heart, The Books ſhall then 
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8 be opened; and every Man judged according to 


the Things written therein, Kev. xx. ; 
There are three Sorts of Perſons who are to 
ſtand before this glorious Tribunal: Such as ne- 


ver had any other I utor but Nature, who are 
not acquainted with any other Works of God, but 


of his Creation and Providence. For God has not 
left himſelf without Witneſſes of doing good. Ihe 
ſecond Sort have been aſſiſted with a divine Reve- 
lation from above, under the Law, which has di- 
fſtinctly told 'em what Works are pleaſing to God. 
| Theſe may have heard ſomething of a Meſſias 
from the ancient Prophets. I be other Sort have 


had the Grace of God clearly revealed to em, to 


whom Chriſt has brought Life and Immortality 
10 Light through the Goſpel. There are none of 
theſe Per ſons, if they have lived in Impiety and 
Debauchery, and are dead in Impeniteney, that 
ſhall be able to excuſe themſelves in this dreadful 
Day of Judgment. But ſome are more guilty than 
ethers, therefore they ſhall be condemned ee 


_ Puniſhments. 


They who have lived ae are dead ane as. 


To By Law of God revealed to them, ſhall be judged 


without the Law, ſuch ſhall be condemned for 

having taken Pleaſure in extinguithing the Re- 

mains of their natural Light, and in ſmothering 
the good and rational Dictates of their W 

ences. | 

They that 8 to know the Law ſhall be 

| judged by the Law, 

But no People on Earth have Cauſe to expect 
and dread a more ſevere Sentence than wicked: 
Chriſtians, who make Profeſſion of knowing God, 
and believing i in Chriſt, who nevertheleſs deny him 
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by their Works, and trample under their Feet the 


Riches of his Grace. How can it otherwiſe be? 


for ſuch as have heard the Goſpel preached, who 


have Jeſus as it were crucified before their Eyes, 


and yet have no Advantage from all this, they 


ought to be puniſhed in another manner than the 


bare Auditors of Moſes, that never ſaw the Meſ- 
ſias but afar off, and in the Shadows of the ceremo- N 


nial Law. 
The great Judge of the World mal have at his 


left Hand all wicked Souls, and ſhall pronounce 


to them this dreadful Sentence, Depart from me, 


| ye curſed, into eternal Fire, prepared for the De- 
vil and his Angels. But to the Faithful he ſhall 


ſay, Come, he bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 


Kingdom prepared: for 7” fron the n of the 


World 


Some may here enquire, if the Souls of the 


rote go down to Hell-immediately. after their 


Egreſs out of the Body, and are tormented in an 


unquenchable Fire; how is it then that the Son of 


Man will judge them again at the laſt Day, and 
ſend them to an everlaſting Burning, prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels *I anſwer, that when the 


Souls of the Wicked depart out of their wretched 


Bodies, God pronounces to em the Sentence of 


Death; but when Chriſt ſhall fit on the 1 hrone 
of his Glory, he ſhall publiſh the ſame Sentence 


before all Men and Angels, after which they ſhalt 


be ſent both Soul and Body to eternal Burnings. 
Ate Death ſhall be no more for God's Chil- 


dren; for it ſhall never diſturb their "en and. F e- 


licit y. 
At that Time me ſhall A no more e 


to encounter with, no more Evils to be feared, no 


1 „ 
— . — 


5 * 
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more Ade to * deſired; for God will ad- 


mit us to the bottomleſs Ocean of the moſt divine 1 
Rap tures. 


"Shall I undertake to paint out unto. you this | 


Glory and perfect Felicity? When St. Paul ſpeaks 
of theſe Evangelical Myſteries, he aſſures us, that 


they are Things that the Eye of Man had never 


ſeen, nor his Ear heard, nor ever entered into his 


Heart, 1 Cor. ii. But as thoſe who can't caſt their 


Eyes directly to look on the Sun, becauſe it blinde 
them with its exceeding Light, yet behold its Bo- 
dy with more Eaſe in the Water, or a Looking- 


glaſs ; thus ſhall we confider the divine Brightneſs 


'of e which we are not able otherwiſe to 
comprehend. 


_ To begin in the firſt Phce with the Word Pa- 


radiſe, it ſignifies a pleaſant Garden; tis often 

made uſe of to expreſs to us the Jays of the Life 
to come, and to make us ſenſible, that what we 

have loſt by Adam, is reſtored by Jeſus Chriſt. 


And 65 Cat Cherubims armed with a flaming 
Sword, ſtood at the Entrance of the earthly Para- 
diſe, to hinder Adam from approaching near the 


Tree of Life, and from gathering its Fruits : 


Now whole-Legions of Cherubims are ro carry us 
up upon their Wings to the Tree of Life; for 
tis ſaid, To him that ſhall overcome, I will give to 


eat of the Tree of Life, which i 15 in the id of. 


the Paradiſe of God. 
All our Senſes ſhall partake i in theſe, Sas 


and everlaſting Pleaſures ; our Eyes - ſhall behold 


with Tranſports of Joy, the ſacred Conntenance © 


of our Redeemer, the Riches and wonderful Beau- 
ty. of his Palace, the Glory and Magnificence of his 
Empire; our Ears ſhall be delighted with a the Har- 


4 
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monies of Angels, and of the Church Triumph- 
ant; our Smelling ſhall receive the ſweet Perfumes 
of our Bridegroom, whoſe Garments are of Myrrh, 
and the grateful Odours of his Vine always bloſ- 
foming. Our Palate ſhall taſte the Bread of An. 
geh, the hidden Manna, the Fruits of the Tree 
of Life, the Waters iſſuing forth to everlaſting 
Life, and the new Wine of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Our Hands ſhall embrace the Saviour of 
the World, and wth our Feet we ſhall walk a- 
dout the Streets of that golden City, the hea- 
venly Zerufalem, and we ſhall follow the Lamb 
Whitherſoever he goes, Rev. xiv. SO XI 
Although I ſpeak to you in this Manner, I am 
perſuaded, Chriſtian Souls, that you underſtand 
very well that theſe Exprefſions, and ſuch like are 
not to be underſtood in a literal Senfe, they are 


bat dark Shadows and imper fect Images of the 


Advantages of the Life to come 
For certainly to beatified Souls God is the only 
Ohject, and the only Source of their eternal Glo» 
ry and Felicities? I his Queſtion is more curious 
than neceſſary; for we need not enquire whether 
there ſhall be any more or leſs happy than onr- 
felves. It ſhould ſuffice us for Comfort, to know, 
that if we be true Believers, and truly penitent, 
if we fear God as we ought, if we ſerve him with 
a religious Mind until the lat Gaſp, in ſuch a 
Caſe we ſhall attain to the Glory of the Children 
of God, and poſſeſs with them a perfect and eter- 
rr 5 
Tou may afk, Chriſtians, in what Part of the 
great World God ſhall cauſe us to enjoy ſo many ̃ 
rare Pleaſures, and celeſtial Content. ents ? 1 an- 
wer that this Place is above the elemental World, 
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rions Seat, where we hope that God will receive. 


uns both in Soul and Body at that Day, when we 


| ſhall be taken up into the Air, above the Clouds 


of Heaven, to be forever with the Lord Jeſus. 
Some may enquire whether we ſhall know one 


another in this State of eternal Glory and Happi- | 


neſs? In Anſwer te this, I confeſs that is ſaid, 
« That the former Things ſhall be remembered 
% no more, and that they ſhall come no more in 


© our minds.“ But this-is to be underſtood of the 
Evils and Calamities of this preſent Life. But if 


we conſider weil what St. Matt he to tells us in 


Chap. xxii. how the Sadducees came to Chriſt with 
chis difficult Queſtion, Afafter, Nloſes ſard, &c. | 


Bax Chriſt replied to them, Xu err, not know- 


Hing the Scripture, nor the Power of God; for 
s in the Reſurrection, they neither marry, not 
te are given in Marriage, but are as the Angels of 


« God in Heaven,” From hence we may con⸗ 


| elude, that although in-Heaven we ſhall know one 


another, we ſhall have nothing of that Carnal” _ 
Love, which we have at. preſent, and which cau- 


ſes us to put fo much Difference between one Per- 


ſon and another. A Father may know his Chil- 


| dren, but his Love ſhall not be grounded on Con- 


ſideratrons of Fleſh and Blood; he ſhall love them 
only, becauſe they are amongſt the Children of 
God, and Heirs of the Kingdom, and becauſe he 


ſhall ſee them appear in the Image of the heaven- 
ly Father, cloathed with his Light, and crowned 
with his immortal Glory. In mort, we ſhall love 
no body but in God, and for his Sake, as they 


| mall be in God, and God in them. In this Man- 


ner it ſhall not pe Poſſible to love them more or £13 
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leſs. Charity: or Love, the Queen of Virtues, 


{hall then fit. upon its Throne, and attain to its 
higheſt Degree and Perfection. 

You devout Souls, that delight i in the Cant: 
plation of celeſtial Things, I pray conſider with 
me the 'Accompliſhment and Perfection of three 
Kinds of Works which have been ſucceeded by their 


* ſeveral Reſts.” The firſt was that of the Creation | 
of the World, for in fix Days God created Heaven 


and the Earth, and all Lhings in them; and 
when he had finiſned his Works, and found that 
they were good and perfect, he reſted the ſeventh 

Day, Gen. i. Therefore he bleſſed and ſanctified 
it, The ſecond great Work was that of Redemp- 
tion; for chen our Saviour had fulfilled all the 
Prophecies which mentioned him, and purchaſed 
for us with his Blood an eternal Redemption, he 


cried out, All is finiſhed, John xix. and he bowed 


his Head, and gave up the Ghoſt. The third 


Work is that of our Glorification, when we ſhall 
' fee new Heavens appear, and a new Earth, when 
our Bodies ſhall be cloathed with Immortality, and 
united again to our Souls, and when in both Soul 


and Body we ſhall attain to the higheſt Glory, 
and tagſt perfect Bliſs; then he that fits upon the 


85 I hrone of Eternity, ſhall lay with a loud Voter 


All is finiſhed, Rev. Xx xk. 
Afterwards the Sabbath of Sabbaths. tha FI 


ceed, that eternal Reſt, and chat Peace, which thall | 


never be interrupted by any Infelicity. We may 
ſay, that this laſt Reſt is the Reſt of all the three 


Perſons of the moſt Holy and moſt Glorious Pri- 


nity, for then they ſhall reſt from all Manner of 
Works for ever aud ever, and we in the Boſom of 
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| increaſe more and more, that we 
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Therefore 1 us foarkike all Manner of Vice; 
and give ourſelyes over to Virtue; let us take 
heed that we be not like the Wiſe Virgins, that 
flept as well as the Fooliſh ; but let us watch and 
pray, leſt we enter into I emptation, for the Spi- 


rit is willing, but the Fleſh is weak. Redeem a 
1 Time, for the Days are evil, and make, haſte to 


put on the Garments of Righteouſneſs and Inno- 


cence; fill your Hearts with the holy Oil of Faith, 


Hope, and Charity ; take your Lamps in your 


Hands, and let your Souls ſhine with a divine 


Light. 


In this bleſſed 1 Diſnolaion let us go and meet 
our heavenly Bridegroom, and haſten his Coming 


by our Prayers and Groans. Let our Souls be 


full of Love, let them figh for our divine Jeſus; - 
and being moved with the ſame Affection as St. 
ohn, let us ſay to bim with an earneſt Deſire, 
me, Lord Jeſus; and if he anſwers, For cer- 
tain I come quickly, let the longing of our Souls 
may be able to 
pray more fer vently, and let this Cry reach up to 


Teen Comes Lord Jeſus, come . Amen. 


Wo Prayer 11 Meditation for a beer Soul, that 


rejoices and comforts itſelf in looking onDeath's 
Deſtruction, and the everlaſting and bleſſed 


Life, which we hope to enjoy. both i: in Soul and | 
body after the Reſurrection. + 


4x ; 


Great Jodge of the World, Author of 
Life and Happineſs ! Thy Grace has be- 


© ſtowed on me the Seeds of Immortality; by Faith 


. have a Proſpect of thoſe Joys of Paradiſe into 
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*- which my Soul ſhall enter after Death: O raiſe. 


my Mind to contemplate continually on the 


* unſpeakable Felicity of Paradiſe, Let me not 
be unmindtul.of that magnificent Throne, where 


thou ſhalt ſit to judge the World. Grant that 1 


may rejoice in Expectation of that happy Day, in 
4 which all the Enemies of thy Glory and our 
Salvation ſhall be deſtroyed, and we become im- 


© mortal and for ever happy. O Lord forgive 


my impatient Wiſhes, and haſten that Day for 
the Elects Sake, Come and put an End io this 


C wicked World infected with Sin, bind the De- 


*-vils in Chains of Darkneſs, and ſhut them up 
with Death for ever in the bottomleſs Pit. Lord 
Jeſus have Pity on the Cries and Sufferings of 


thy diſtreſſed People, and introduce us into thine 


eternal Reſt, where we ſhall join our Voices 
* with the Anthems of the holy Angels, ſaying, 
unto him who has loved and cleanſed us from all 
our Sius in his Blood, and has made us Kings 
and Prieſts unto God his Father; to him, as to 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt be Glory, Pow- 


er and Dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 


